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IDryden  to  traduce  him.  This,  tho’  no  juft 
excufe,  yet  I believe  was  known  to  Mr. 

_ T)ryden  before,  and  therefore  ought  not  as  an 
a£t  of  Ignorance, to  have  been  urg’d  fo  fiercely 
againft  him. 

As  to  his  Plots  being  borrow’d,  ’tis  what  is  * 
allowed  by  Scaliger , and  others ; aftd  what  has 
been  pradtic’d  by  Mr.  *Dryden,  more  than  by 
any  Poet  that  I know : fo  that  He  of  all  Men 
living  had  no  Reafon  to  throw  the  firft  Stone 
at  him.  But  Mr.  Dryden  is  of  the  nature  of 
thole  Satyrifts  defcnb’d  by  Scaliger  (*) ; Com- 
mune eji  omnibus  profiteri  fefe  omnium  pene  ho - 
Jiem;  paucijjimorum  parcijjimum  laudatorem  : 

Se  quoque  vulnerare  ut  alios  interficere  he  eat ; 
nam  ne  amicis  quidem  par  cunt. 

To  come  laftly  to  Ben  Johnfon , who  (as  Mr.  * 
7)ryden  affirms  (u), ) has  borrow’d  more  from 
the  Ancients  than  any : I crave  leave  to  fay 
in  his  behalf,  that  our  late  Laureat  has  far 
outgone  him  in  Thefts,  proportionable  to  his 
Writings:  and  therefore  he  is  guilty  of  the 
higheft  Arrogance,  to  accufe  another  of  a 
Crime,  for  which  he  is  moft  of  all  men  liable 
to  be  arraign’d.  (x) 

Quis  tulerit  Gracchos  defeditione  querenteis  ? 

Imuft  further  alledge  that  Mr.  Johnfon  in  ^ 
borrowing  from  the  Ancients,  has  only  foL 
low’d  the  Pattern  of  the  great  Men  of  former 
Ages,  Homer , Hirgil,  Ovidy  Horace , Tlautusy 
Terence , Seneca , &c.  all  which  have  imitated 
theExample  of  the  indultrious  Bee,  which 

(c.)  ?$n . L.J.  C97.  (wj  frrf.  Mock  slftTfl,  (x)  Sar  2. 
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fucks  Honey  from  all  forts  of  Flowers,  and 
lays  it  up  in  a general  Repofitory.  ’T  would 
be  aElum  agere  to  repeat  what  is  known  to  all 
Learned  Men  ; that  there  was  an  Illiad  written 
before  that  of  Homer , which  Ariflotle  men- 
tions ; and  from  which,  (by  Suidas , VElian, 
and  others,)  Homer  is  fuppofed  to  have  bor- 
row’d his  Defign.  Virgil  copied  from  Hefiod \ 
Homer , T if  under,  Euripides , Theocritus , Aratus , 
Ennius , Tacuvius , Lucretius , and  others;  as 
may  be  feen  in  Macrobius , and  Fulvio  Urjini , 
which  laft  Author  has  writ  a particular  Trea- 
tife  of  his  Thefts.  Notwithstanding  he  ac- 
counted it  no  Diminution  to  his  Worth,  but 
rather  gloried  in  his  Imitation : for  when  forae 
fnarling  Criticks  had  accus’d  him  for  having 
borrow’d  his  Defign  from  Homer , he  reply ’d ; 
’Tis  the  A&  of  an  Hero,  to  wrefl  Hercules's 
Club  out  of  his  Hand.  Befides  he  not  only 
acknowledges  in  particular  his  making  ufe  of 
Hefiod,  (y) 

Afcrteumque  cuno  Romana  per  oppida  carmen : 
But  extreamly  glories  in  his  being  the  Erfl  La- 
tine  Poet  that  had  treated  on  Country  Affairs : 
— —Juvat  ire  jugis,  qua  nulla  priorum 
C aft  ali  am  modi  diducitur  orbit  a clivo. 

Ovid  not  only  took  the  Defign  of  his  Meta - 
morphojis , from  the  foremention’d  Tarthenius : 
but  even  Horace  himfelf  notwithftanding  his 
Hypercritical  Sentence  againfl  fuch  as  under- 
took that  Province,  and  did  not  well  acquit 
theinfelves,  Riling  them  (z). 

— Imitatorum  ftnltum  pecus , 

[yj  Geor*  L.  3.  iz)  Epi/i.L,  1.  Ep.  19. 
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Yet,  I fay,  He  liimfelf  not  only  imitated  Lucihus 
in  his  Satyrs,  and  followed  Arijiotle  in  his  E- 
piflle  JJe  Arte  Toe  tic  a : but  alfo  tranflated  Ver- 
batim thole  Fragments  of  the  Greeks,  which  in 
fome  Editions  are  to  be  found  at  the  End  of 
Tindars  Works,  and  inferred  them  in  his  firfl 
Book  of  Odesy  as  might  be  eafily  made  appear, 
were  it  not  too  long  a Difcurfion. 

For  this  Reafon  I fhall  only  fpeak  fuccindlly 
of  the  Latme  Dramatick  Poets,  mod;  of  which 
were  Imitators  at  lead,  if  not  wholly  behold- 
ing to  the  Greek  Poets  for  their  Productions. 
Thus  Seneca  in  his  Tragedies  imitated  Euri- 
pides, and  ^Efchylus ; Terence  borrow’d  from 
Menander , and  in  his  Prologue  to  Andria , 
quotes  Nteviusy  Tlautus , and  Ennius  for  his 
Authority.  I could  enumerate  more  Indances, 
but  thefe  are  fufficient  Precedents  to  excufe 
Mr.  JohnJ'on. 

Permit  me  to  fay  farther  in  his  behalf,  That 
if  in  imitation  of  thefe  illuflrious  Examples, 
and  Models  of  Antiquity,  he  has  borrow’d 
from  them,  as  they  from  each  other  ; yet  that 
he  attempted,  and  as  fome  think,  happily  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  Endeavours  of  Surpaffing  them  : 
infomuch  that  a certain  Perfon  of  Quality  (a) 
makes  a Queftion,  c Whether  any  of  the  Wit 
1 of  the  Latine  Poets  be  more  Terfe  and  Elo- 
quent in  their  Tongue,  than  this  Great  and 
c Learned  Poet  appears  in  ours. 

Whether  Mr.  bryden , who  has  like  wife  fuc- 
ceeded  to  admiration  in  this  way,  or  Mr.  John - 
fon  have  molt  improv’d,  and  bed  advanc’d 
(aj  Pocim  and  Effays,  By  Mr  Rdw.  Harvard , p.  24- 
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what  they  have  borrow’d  from  the  Ancients, 
I (hall  leave  to  the  decifion  of  the  abler  Cri 
ticks  : only  this  I mull  fay,  in  behalf  of  the 
later,  that  he  has  no  ways  endeavour’d  to  con 
ceal  what  he  has  borrow’d,  as  the  former  ha! 
generally  done.  Nay,  in  his  Play  call’d  Sejanus 
he  has  printed  in  the  Margent  throughout 
+ the  places  from  whence  he  borrow’d:  the 
fame  he  has  pra&ic’d  in  feveral  of  his  Mafques 
(a-s  the  Reader  may  find  in  his  Works  ; ) a Pat- 
tern, which  Mr.  Dry  den  would  have  done  wel 
to  have  copied,  and  had  thereby  fav’d  me  the 
trouble  of  the  following  Annotations. 

There  is  this  difference  between  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  thefe  Poets,  that  Mr.  Johnfon  has 
# by  Mr.  Dtydens  Confeffion  (b)  "Defend  hi j 
Plots  himfelf ; whereas  I know  not  any  One 
Play,  whofe  Plot  may  be  faid  to  be  the  Produ£l 
of  Mr.  Dryderis  own  Brain.  When  Mr.  John* 
Jon  borrow’d,  ’twas  from  theTreafury  of  the 
j/^Ancient s,  which  is  fo  far  from  any  diminution 
of  his  Worth,  that  I thinkTtTFto  KTsTHonor : 
aTleal t-wile  lam  f u relie  is  jultihed  by  His  Son 
Carthwright , in  the  following  Lines  (c)  : 

What  thd  thy  fare  king  Mufe  did  rake  the  dujl 
Of  Time,  & purge  old  Mettals  from  their  Ruft  \ 
Is  it  no  Labour , no  Art , think  they , to 
Snatch Skipveracks  from  the  D Cephas  Divers  do'. 
AndreJ'cue  Jewels  from  the  covetous  Sand , 
Making  the  Seas  hid  Wealth  adorn  the  Land ? 
JVhat  thoy  thy  culling  Mufe  did  rob  the  ft  ore 
Of  Greek  and  Latin e Gardens , to  bring  ore 

(bj  Paf . Mnkdftrcl,  (c;  Canhwright^  Poems,  p.  $1 5. 
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Plants  to  thy  Native  Soil ? their  Virtue  were 

Improv'd  far  more , by  being  planted  here : 

If  thy  Still  to  their  EJfence  doth  refine 

So  many  Drugs , is  not  the  JVater  thine  ? 

Thefts  thus  become  juft  JV irks  ; they  and  their 
Grace 

Hre  wholly  thine ; thus  doth  the  Stamp  and  Face 

Make  that  the  Kings  that's  ravijh'd  from  the 
tSMine  ; 

In  others  then  'tis  Oar , in  thee  ’ tis  Coin , 

On  the  contrary,  tho’  Mr.  Dry  den  has  like- 
wife  borrow’d  from  the  Greek  and  Latine 
Poets,  as  Sophocles , Virgil \ Horace , Senecay  &c. 
which  I purpofely  omit  to  tax  him  with,  as 
thinking  what  he  has  taken  to  be  lawful  prize  : 
yet  I cannot  but  obferve  withal ; that  he  has  ^ 
plunder’d  the  chief  Italian , Spanijh , and  French 
Wits  for  Forage,  notwithftanding  his  pretend- 
ed contempt  of  them : and  not  only  fo,  but  even 
his  own  Countrymen  have  been  forc’d  to  pay 
him  tribute,  or  to  fay  better,  have  not  been 
exempt  from  being  Pillag’d.  This  I fhall  fuf- 
ficiently  make  out  in  the  Examen  of  his  Plays  ; 
in  the  mean  time,  give  me  leave  to  fay  a word, 
or  two,  in  Defence  of  Mr.  Johnforis  way  of* 
Wit,  which  Mr.  Dry  den  calls  Clenches. 

There  have  been  few  great  Poets  which  & 
have  not  propos’d  feme  Eminent  Author  for 
their  Pattern , ( Examples  of  this  would  be 
needlefs  and  endlefs.)  Mr.  Johnfon  propos’d 
Plautus  for  his  Model,  and  not  only  borrow’d 
from  him,  but  imitated  his  way  of  Wit  in  Eng- 
life.  There  are  none  who  have  re^d  him,  but 
K 3 are 
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are  acquainted  with  his  way  of  playing  with 
Words : I will  give  one  Example  fbr  'all,  which 
the  Reader  may  find  in  the  very  entrance  of 
his  Works ; I mean  the  Prologue  to  Ampbitruo. 

Juft  am  rem  fyfacilem  oratvm  a vobis  volo : 

' Nam  jufte  ab  juftis  juBus  fum  Orator  datus. 
Nam  injufta  ab juft  is  impetrare  non  decet : 

Juft  a autem  ab  injufiis  pet  ere  injipientia  ft. 

Nor  might  this  be  the  foie  Reafon  for  Mr. 
Johnfons  Imitation,  for  poflibly  ’twas  his  Com- 
pliance with  the  Age  that  induc’d  him  to  this 
way  of  writing,  it  being  then  as  Mr.  Dry  den 
obierves  (d)  the  Mode  of  Wit,  the  Vice  of  the 
Age,  and  not  Bet;  Join  for;  s : and  befides  Mr. 
Dry  dens  taxing  Sir  ‘Philip  Sidney  for  playing 
with  his  Words,  I may  add  that  I find  it  pra- 
ctis’d by  feveral  Dramatick  Poets,  who  were 
Mr.  Johnfons  Cotemporaries : and  notwith- 
standing the  advantage  which  this  Age  claims 
over  the  laft,  we  find  Mr.  Dryden  himfelf  as 
well  as  Mr  Johufpn,  not  only  given  to  Clinches ; 
but  fome times  a Car  Nk  bet , a Quarter -quibble , 
or  a bare  Pun  fcryes  his  turn,  as  well  as  his 
Friend  Burin  his  Wild  Gallant ; and  there- 
fore he  might  have  fpar’d  this  Reflection,  if  he 
had  given  himfell  the  liberty  of  Thinking. 

As  to  his  Reflections  on  this  Triumvirate  iri 
general : I might  eafily  prove,  that  his  Ira- 
proprieties  in  Grammar,  are  equal  to  theirs  : 
and  that  He  himfelf  has  been  guilty  of  Sole- 
cifms  in  Speech,  and  Flaws  in  Sence,  as  well 
as  4 Shakejpear,  fletchery  an d John/on:  but  this 
(irp  r oilier  ip:  to  'Gran*ctii‘)  r.  *48. 
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would  be  to  waft  Paper  and  Time  : and  befides? 
I confider  that  Apollos  Laws  like  thofe  of  our 
own  Nation,  allow  no  Man  to  be  try’d  twice 
for  the  fame  Crime : and  Mr.  'Dryden  having 
already  been  arraign’d  before  the  Wits  upon  the 
Evidence  of  the  Rota,  and  found  Guilty  by 
Mr.  Clifford  the  Foreman  of  the  Jury  : I fhall 
fupprefs  my  further  Evidence,  till  I am  ferv’d 
with  a Subpdna,  by  him,  to  appear  before  that 
Court,  or  have  an  A£fion  clapp’d  upon  me  by 
his  Proilor,  as  guilty  of  a Scandalum  Archi - 
Toet<e  ; and  then  I fhall  readily  give  in  my  De- 
pofitions. 

For  thefe,  and  the  like  Reafons,  I fhall  at 
prefent  pafs  by  his  dift obliging  Reffelfions  on 
feveral  of  his  Patrons,  as  well  as  the  Poets  his 
Cotemporaries  ~ his  little  Arts  to  fet  up  him- 
felf,  and  decry  others ; his  dexteTity  in  after- 
mg  other  Mens  Thoughts,  lo  as  to  make  them 
pafs  for  his  own  ; his  Tautologies ; his  Petty- 
Larcenies,  which  notwithftandmg  his  ftiling 
oFTiimfelf  Saturnine , {hew  him  fufficiently 
Mercurial,  atTeaft,  if  Plagiaries  may  be  ac- 
counted  under  the  Government  of  that  Planet. 
In  fine,  (if  Old  Moody  will  allow  me  to  borrow 
that  word)  he  refembles  Vulgar  Painters,  who 
can  tolerably  copy  after  a good  Original,  but 
either  have  not  judgment,  or  will  not  take 
the  pains  thernfeives  to  defign  any  thing  of 
value.  This  will  eafily  appear  in  the  follow- 
ing  Account  of  his  Plays,  of  which  I come 
now  to  fpeak.  Viz. 

Albion  and  Albanius , an  Opera  perform’d  at 
the  Queens  Theatre  in  cjOorjTuQ(trd^n,  and 
]£  4 prin- 
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printed  in  Folio,  Lond.  i<58y.  ‘TheSubje# 

* of  it  (as  the  Author  fays)  is  wholly  Alle- 

* gorical ; and  the  Allegory  it  felf  fo  very  ob- 
c vious,  that  it  will  no  fooner  be  read,  than 
‘underfiood.  I need  not  therefore  take  the 
pains  to  acquaint  my  Reader,  that  by  the  Man 
on  the  Pedeftal,who  is  drawn  with  a long,  lean, 
pale  Face,  with  Fiends  Wings,  and  Snakes 

" twilled  round  his  Body  : and  incompaft  by  fe- 
vcral  Phanatical  Rebellious  Heads,  who  fuck 
Poyfon  from  him,  which  runs  out  of  a Tap  in 
fois  Side,  is  meant  the  late  Lord  Shaft  sbury, 
and  his  Adherents.  I lhall  not  pretend  to  gaf$ 
my  cenfure  whether  he  deferv’d  this  ufage 
from  our  Author,  or  no ; but  leave  it  to  the 
judgments  of  Statefmen  and  Polititians.  How 
well  our  Author  has  drawn  his  other  Cha- 
racters, I fhall  leave  to  the  decilion  of  the 
Criticks:  as  alfo  whether  Monfieur  Grabut , or 
our  Poet  deferves  the  preference ; or  either  of 
them  merit  thofe  Applaufes  which  Mr. Dryden 
in  both  their  Names  challenges  as  their  due; 
fince  I find  an  Author  of  a different  Opinion, 
■who  thus  defcribes  them. 

Grabut  his  To\e-mate  ne'rejhallbe  for  got  y 
JVhom  tti  God  of  Tunes  upon  a Mufe  begot . 
Bays  on  a double  fcore  to  him  belongs : 

As  well for  writing  as for  fetting  Songs, 
forfome  have fxxornfth'  Intrigue  fo  od  is  laid) 
That  Bayes  and He  mijlook  each  others  Trade 
Grabut  the  Lines?  and  He  the  Muficfmade. 

All  for  Love , or  The  IVorldveell  Loft ; a Tra- 
gedy afled  at  the  Theatre  Royal ; and  written 
^ A in 
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in  imitation  of  Shakefpears  flile,  printed  in 
quarto  Lond.  1678.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Thomas  Earl  of  Danby . That  our 
Author  has  nearly  imitated  Shakefpear  is  evi- 
dent by  the  following  Inflance.  In  the  Co- 
medy call’d  Much  Ado  about  Nothing  (e)  the 
Baftard  accufes  Hero  of  Difloyalty  before  the 
Prince,  and  Claudio  her  Lover  : who  (as  fur- 
pris’d  at  the  News,)  asks,  Who!  Hero ? Baft. 
Even  (he,  Leonatos  Heroy  your  Hero , every 
Mans  Hero . In  this  Play,  ( *)  on  the  like  oc- 
calion,  where  Vent  1 dm  s accufes  Cleopatra , An- 
tony fays,  Not  Cleopatra ! Ven.  Even  fhe  my 
Lord!  Ant.  My  Cleopatra ? Ven.  Your  Cleo- 
patra ; DoUabeUd s Cleopatra : Every  Mans  Cleo- 
patra. Ex  homine  hunc  natum  die  as.  Our  Au- 
thor with  juflice  prefers  the  Scene  betwixt  An- 
tonins and  Ventidius  in  the  firff  Ait,  to  any 
thing  he  has  written  in  that  kind  : but  as  to 
his  defence  of  the  Scene  between  0 St  avia  and 
Cleopatra, , in  the  end  of  the  third  Ait,  there 
are  fome  Criticks  who  are  not  yet  fatisfied, 
that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  Rules  of  Decency 
and  Decorum , to  make  Perfons  of  their  Cha- 
racter demean  themfelves  contrary  to  the  Mo- 
defty  of  their  Sex.  For  the  Plot  fee  Plutarch 
in  Vit.  M.  Ant.  Suetonius  in  Aug.  'Dion  Cajftus , 
Lib.  48.  si-  Orofiusy  Lib.  6.  Cap.  7.  Florusy 
L.  4.  C.  1 1.  Appian  de  Beilis  Civilibus , L.y. 

Amboy na^  a Tragedy  ailed  at  the  Theatre 
Royal;  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1673.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Clif- 
ford of  Chudleigh.  The  Plot  of  this  Play  is 

(e)  Aft  3.  p.  101  „ (f)  Aft  4.  p.  $4* 
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founded  chiefly  on  Hiftory,  being  an  Account 
of  the  Cruelty  of  the  Dutch  to  our  Country- 
Men  in  Amboy na,  An.Dom.  1618.  There  was 
a Book  pubJifht  by  the  Eaft- India  Company, 
which  I never  faw,  but  I have  read  a Relation 
extracted  from  thence  by  ^[x.Turchasyandi  prin- 
ted in  his  Tilgr  image,  Vol.  II.  L.  io.  Ch.  16. 
There  are  feveral  other  Authors  that  have 
mention’d  this  Story,  as  Sanderfons  Hiflory  of 
King  James,  pag.  Stubb' s Relation  of  the 

Dutch  Cruelties  to  the  EngliJJo  at  Amboyna , 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1652.  lEanleys  Hi- 
itory  of  Man,  Lib.  4.  Ch.  10.  Ex.  1:  The  Plot 
of  the  Rape  of  Ifabinda , by  Harman  Junior, 
is  founded  on  a Novel  in  Cynthio  Gyraldi , 
Deca  y a*  Nov . 10. 

' Ajjignation , or  Love  in  a Nunnery , a Comedy 
aCted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  printed  in  quarto 
Lond  t6,~}S.  and  dedicated  to  his  moft  Honour’d 
Friend  Sir  Charles  Sidley  Baronet.  This  Play 
was  Damn’d  on  the  Stage,  or  as  the  Author 
phrafes  it  («),  it  JucceededdU  in  the  Representa- 
tion. 1 {hall  not  pretend  to  determine,  any 

more  than  the  Author,  6 Whether  the  fault 
4 was  in  the  Play  it  felf,  or  in  the  lamenefs  of 
4 the  ACtion,  or  in  the  number  of  its  Enemies, 
4 who  came  refolv’d  to  damn  it  for  the  Title  : 
but  this  I know,  that  his  Reflections  on  Mr. 
Ravencrofts  Play , call’d  Mamamouchi , pro- 
vok’d him  to  a retort  in  another  Prologue 
(h)  to  a new  Play  of  his  aCted  the  Vaca- 
tion following,  part  of  which  as  relating  to 
this  Play,  I (hall  tranfcribe. 

(g)  Epiftls  Dedicatory,  (h ) Ctrelefs  Lovers. 
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An  Author  did  to  pleaj'e  you , let  his  JV'it  run 
Of  late , much  on  a Serving-man, Cittern, 
And  yet  you  would  not  like  the  Serenade, 
j\Tay,  and  you  damnd  his  Nuns  in  Mafquerade. 
Tou  did  his  Spanifh  Sing-fong  too  abhor , 

Ah ! que  locura  con  tanto  rigor. 

In fine , the  whole  by  you  fo  much  was  blam'd \ 
To  alt  their  parts  the  Players  were  ajhamd  ; 
Ah  ! how  fev  ere  your  Mat  ce  was  that  I)  ay  ; 
To  damn  at  once  the  Poet  and  his  Play. 

But  why,  was  your  Rage  juft  at  that  time fhowny 
When  what  the  Poet  writ  yeas  all  his  own  ? [late. 
Till  then  he  borrow  dfrom  Romance, and  did  tranf- 
And  thofe  flays  found  a more  indulgent  Fate. 

But  in  this  Mr.  Ravencroft  is  very  much  de- 
ceiv’d, for  moil  of  the  Characters,  as  well  as 
the  Incidents  are  borrow’d  from  French  Ro- 
mances ; as  for  inftance,  The  Characters  of 
the  Duke  of  Mantua , Prince  Frederick  and  Lu - 
cretia,  are  borrow’d  from  The  Annals  of  Love , 8° 
in  the  Story  of  Conftance  the  fair  Nun,  pag.  81. 
but  as  to  the  Scene  of  the  Petticoat  and  Belly 
Ake  (*)  fo  much  commended  by  Mr.  Bayes  (k), 
I believe  ’twas  Mr .Dryden's  own  Contrivance. 
The  Characters  of  Aurelian,  CamiUo , Lauray 
and  Violetta , are  taken  from  Scar  rods  Comical 
Romance , in  the  Hiflory  of  Defliny  and  Madam 
Star.  See  Ch.  13.  pag.  43 . The  Humour  of  Be- 
nito's affecting  Mufick,  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
Ca icafs  (J),  is  borrow’d  from  Quinault'  s Cha- 
racter of  Jodolet a in  the  begining  of  his  La 
Comediey  fans  Comedie.  The  paflage  of  Fron - 
(i)  A£tyoSc.i<.  (k ) Rebearfali  ft  ft*  (I)  ACt.j.  Sc.i. 
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pmds  throwing  water  upon  Laura  and  Violetta 
(*)  is  taken  from  Les  Contes  de  M.  de  la  Fon- 
taine, premiere  par  tie , Nov.  1 1 . p.  74.  There  are 
other  French  Authors  that  have  handled  the 
fame  Story,  as  Les  Cent  Nouvelles  Nome  lies. 
La  Damoifelle  a Coeur  ouvert  &c. 

Aureng-zebe,  a Tragedy  ailed  at  t^ie  Theatre 
Royal,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1676.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 
Mulgrave.^ The  Plot  of  this  Play  is  related  at 
large  in  Taverniers  Voyages  into  the  Indies . 
Vol.  I.  Part  x.  Ch.x.  Our  Author  is  not  wholy 
free  from  Thefts  in  this  Play,  and  thofe  who 
have  ever  read  Senecas  Hippolitus , will  allow 
that  Aureng-zebe  has  fome  refemblance  with 
his  Charader,  and  that  Nourmahal , is  in  part 
copied  from  "Phaedra , which  will  the  better  ap- 
pear, if  the  Reader  will  compare  the  follow- 
ing Lines.  (n) 

Hip.  -Thefei  vultus  amo 

Illos  priores,  quos  tulit  quondam puer ; 
Cumprima  pur  as  barbajignaret  genas , 

Aur.[p)  I am  not  chang’d, I love  my  Husband  Hill; 
But  Love  him  as  he  was  when  youthful  Grace 
And  the  firfl  bloom  began  to  {hade  his  Face. 

Hip.  Magne  regnat  or  Denm , 

Tam  lent  us  audis  feeler  a ? tarn  lentus  vides  ? 
Ecquando  Saeva  fulmen  emittes  manu} 

Si  nunc J'erenum  eft  ? 

Me  velox  creme t 

Tranfa&us  ignis.  Sum  nocens  ; merui  mori ; 
Plactii  novercd.1. 

(m)  Aft  *.p.  12.  (nj)  HppoltiiH's  Aft  1,  Sc.  3.  £0)  Aure*&~ 
Aft  4.  Sc.  1.  Aur% 
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Aur . Heavens  can  you  this  without  jufi  ven- 
geance hear. 

When  will  you  Thunder,  if  it  now  he  clear ! 
Yet  Her  alone  let  not  your  Thunder  feize  : 

I too  deferve  to  dye,  becaufe  I pleafe. 

I could  cite  other  paflages  in  this  Play  bor- 

I1  row’d  from  Seneca , but  this  is  enough  to  con- 
viilour  Author  of  borrowing  from  the  Latine 
Poets,  now  give  me  leave  to  give  you  one  In- 
fiance likewife  of  his  borrowing  from  Mr. 
Miltons  Sampfon  Agonifies.  (p) 

'Dal.  I fee  thou  art  implacable,  more  deaf  [feas 
To  Prayers  than  winds  and  feas,  yet  winds  to 
Are  reconcil’d  at  length,  and  fea  to  fhore : 

Thy  anger  unappeafable  (till  rages. 

Eternal  Tempefi  never  to  be  calm’d. 

Emp.  Unmovd  [he ftoody&  deaf  to  all  my prayer s9 
As  Seas  and  JVinds  to  finking  Mariners  ; 

But  Seas  grow  Calm  find  JVinds  are  reconcil'd: 
Her  Tyrant  Beauty  never  groves  more  mild \ 

There  are  many  other  Hints  from  this  Poem, 
that  are  infer  ted  in  this  Play  by  Mr.  lDryden„ 
,and  which  I (hould  not  have  laid  to  his  Charge 
had  he  not  accus’d  Ben  Johnfon  of  the  fame  r 
Crime. 

Conquefi  ofGranadar  by  the  Spaniards , in  two 
Parts,  ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  in 
quarto  Lond.  1678?  (1)  and  dedicated  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke.  Thefe  Plays  I have 
feen  ailed  with  great  Applaufe,  which  fo  pufft 
up  our  Author  with  vanity,  that  he  could  not 
fp)  Sampfo*  dgwftC},  p.  loS,  A Aw*  p.  8.  (q)  Third  Edic. 


SZe^A-n//^  - /e^^  4 


s2~*r< 


A*~^A  IsL+'de* 


-*<f 


A,  Si 


^/c  ^ A 


vf 


158  ^ Account  of  the 

refrain  from  abufing  his  Predeceflors,  not  only 
in  the  Poflfcript  already  mention’d ; but  even 
in  a detrading  Epilogue  to  the  fecond  Part, 
-which  I (hall  leave  to  the  Readers  perufal, 
I have  already  hinted,  that  not  only  the  Epi - 
jodes,  and  main  Plot,  but  even  the  Gharaders 
are  all  borrow’d  from  French  and  Spanijh  Ro- 
mances, as  Almahide,  Grand  Cyrus , Ibrahim , 
and  Gufman:  fo  that  Mr.  Dryden  may  be  faid 
to  have  made  a Rod  for  himfelf,  in  the  follow- 
ing Lines;  (r) 

And  may  t ho fe  drudges  of  the  Stage , vthofe  Fate 
Is  daznrid  dull  Farce  more  dully  to  Tranflatey 
Fall  under  that  Exczfe  the  State  thinks  fit 
To fet  on  /^//French  iVaresjuohofe  worjl  is  JVit. 
French  Farce  worn  out  at  home , is  fen  t abroad ; 
And patcht  up  here  is  znade  our  Englijh  Mode . 

How  much  Mr.  T>ryden  has  borrow’d  from 
the  French  in  this  Play,  cannot  be  comprehend- 
ed in  the  compafs  to  which  I confine  my  felf; 
and  therefore  I fhall  only  mention  fome  of  the 
moft  remarkable  Paffages  which  are  ftollen.  I 
am  therefore  in  the  firft  place  to  begin  with  the 
Perfons  reprefented : The  Charader  of ' Aim  an- 
zor  is  chiefly  taken  from  Bonce  de  Leon  in  Al - 
mahide  ; from  Ozmin  in  Gufman , and  Artaban 
in  Cleopatra . His  other  Gharaders  of  Boob - 
delin,  Almahide , Ferdinand  and  Ifabella , Duke 
of  ArcoSj  Ozmin , Harnet , Gomel,  &c.  are  taken 
from  Almahide.  The  Charaders  of  Ozmin  and 
Benzaida,  are  borrow’d  from  Ibrahim-,  in  the 
Story  of  Ozmin  and ^Alibech,  and  Lyndaraxa ^ 
(r)  Prologue,  Firft  pare. 
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arc  copied  from  Prince  Ariantes,Agathirfis , and 
Elibejis ; See  Grand  Cyrus,  Part  IX.  Book  I. 

I am  now  to  give  fome  Inltances  that  may 
make  good  my  Affertion,  That  Mr.  T)ryden\i?& 
borrow’d  mofl  of  his  Thoughts,  as  well  as  his 
Characters  from  thole  Authors  abovemention’d, 
tho’  he  has  ne  w cloath’d  them  in  Rime.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  Firlt  ACt,  he  has  borrow’d  the 
Defcription  of  his  Bull-jeaft , from  Guzman's 
Juego  de  7 1 oros  <&  Carinas : See  the  Story  of  Oz~ 
min  and  Daraxa,  part  i.  pag.  82.  and  By'.  The 
Defcription  of  the  FaCtionsy>dg\  4.  is  borrow’d 
from  Almahide  p.  1.  The  next  four  Lines  fpo- 
ken  by  the  King  is  taken  from  Prince  MuJJ'ds 
advice  in  Almahide , p.  6.  The  King’s  Speech 
in  going  between  the  FaCtions,/^§.  y.  is  bor- 
row’d from  Almahide , Part  3.  Book  3.  p .63. 
The  Defcription  of  the  Quarrel  between  Ta- 
rifa  and  Ozmin , is  founded  on  Abindarrays  his 
Speech  in  Aim.  p.  2.  The  Rife  of  the  Fami- 
lies, p .'  6.  from  the  fame.  Almanzor' s killing 
Gomel , from  Aim.  p.64.  His  quelling  the  Facti- 
ons, from  Aim.  p.  64,  6y.  In  the  Second  ACt, 
Almanzors  Victory,  and  his  taking  the  Duke 
of  Arcos  Prifoner,/>,  12.  is  copied  from  Alma- 
hide, p.  6s . The  Scene  between  Abdalla  and 
Lyndaraxa,  p.  1 3 . is  ftollen  from  Aim.  p.  62. 
and  from  the  Story  of  Elibefis  in  Cyrus,  Part  p. 
Book  1 . p.  20.  Zulema\  Plea  for  Abdalla  s right 
to  the  Crown, p.  17.  is  copied  from  Aim.  p.62. 
His  tempting  him  to  Rebellion,  from  Cyrus  in 
the  place  above-mention’d.  In  the  Third  ACt, 
Almanzors  going  over  to  Abdalla , on  the  Kings 
refufal  to  grant  the  Duke  of  Areas  his  Liberty, 
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pag.  18.  is  taken  from  Aim.  p.  yy.  &c.  The  J 
Alarm  after  the  Zambra  Dance  from  the  fame  j 
page.  The  firft  meeting  of  Almanzor  and  AU 
mahide , p.  27.  from  Aim.  p.  <5p.  Of  Abdalla  and 
Almanzor,  p,  30.  {com  Aim.  p.71.  TheContro- 
verfy  between  Almanzor  and  Zulema,  p.  3 1.  from 
the  Time  Column.  In  the  Fourth  A£t,  Alman - 
zors  going  over  to  Boabdeliris  Party,  p . 34.  is 
taken  from  Aim.  p.  72.  Abdelmckch  his  coming 
to  vifit  Lyndaraxa  in  Difguife,/)*  3y.  is  flollen 
from  the  former  Story  of  Elibe/is  in^  Cyrus , p. 
ay.  &c,  Abdalla  viliting  her,  being  Royally  at- 
tended with  Guards,/).  3 p.  from  the  fame,p.67. 
Almanzor  % freeing  Almahide  from  Abdalla  s 
Captivity,  p.  ^ . is  copied  from  Aim.  p.  73. 
The  beginning  of  the  Fifth  A&,  wVThe  Scene 
between  Abdalla , and  Lyndaraxa , under  the 
Walls  of  the  Albayzin , immediately  after  his 
Defeat,/).  48.  is  flollen  from  in  the  Story 
aforefaid,/).  <5i.  His  flying  to  the  Chriftians,  ; 
p.  yo.  from  Aim.  p.  72.  Ozmin  and  Bcnzaidds 
flight, p.  6 2.  from  Ibrahim , p.  8. 

I might  proceed  through  the  Second  Part,  ; 
did  I not  fear  the  Reader  to  be  already  as  tir’d 
as  my  felf.  I (hall  therefore  only  acquaint  him, 
that  mod  of  that  Play  is  borrow’d  as  well  as 
the  former : So  that  had  our  Author  flollen 
from  others,  in  none  of  his  Labours,  yet  thefe 
Plays  alone  argue  him  guilty  of  the  highefl 
Confidence,  that  durfl  prefume  to  arraign  the 
Ancient  Englifh  Poets  as  Plagiaries,  in  a Poft- 
fcript  to  two  Plays,  whofe  Foundation  and  Lan- 
guage are  in  a great  meafure  flollen  from  the 
Beginning  to  the  End.  I would  therefore  de- 
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fire  Mr.  Dryden  henceforth  to  ponder  upon  the 
following  Epigram,  which  .feems  to  give  him 
better  Advice.  (f) 

Cum  fueris  Cenfor,  primum  te  ctimine  pur ga , 
Nec  tua  te  damnent  Jaffa  nefanda  reiim. 

Ne  tua  contemnas  dliena  negotia  curans  ; 

An  tibi  te  quij'quam  junffior  eJJ'e  pot  eft. 

There  are  feveral  Authors  that  have  given 
an  Account  of  this  famous  Action,  as  Marianay 
L.  2y.  C.18.  May  erne  Turquet,  L.  25.  Thuanusy 
L.  48.  Guicciardine,  L.  12.  Luc.  Marines  Sic. 
L.  20.  Car.  Gerardus.  Domingo  Balt  anas , &c. 

Don  Sebaftian , King  of  Portugal : a Tragedy 
ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  in  quarto, 
Lond.  i6po.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Philip  Earl  of  Leicefter This  Play 
is  accounted  by  feveral  One  of  the  beft  of  Mr. 
Dryden  and  was  as  I have  heard  ailed  with, 
great  Applaufe.  The  Foundation  of  it  is  bui#^ 
upon  a French  Novel  call’d  Don  Sebaftian,  How 
far  our  Author  has  followed  the  French-many 
I leave  to  the  Readers  of  both  to  judge.  Only 
give  me  leave  to  take  notice  of  that  paflage  in 
his  Epiftle  to  this  Play,  where  he  endeavours 
to  clear  himfelf  from  the  charge  of  Plagiane. 
He  fays,  ‘ The  Ancients  were  never  accus’d 
‘ of  being  Plagiaries,  for  building  their  Tra- 
1 gedies  on  known  Fables.  To  prove  this  afler- 
tion  he  brings  feveral  Inflances ; ‘Thus  (fays 
‘he)  Auguftus  Cdfar  wrote  an  Ajax , which 
‘was  not  lefs  his  own  becaufe  Euripides  had 
‘written  a Play  before  him  on  that  Subjeft. 

(fj  Owe**  Difticha.fcchica,  & Politic*  j 31,  p. 
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i Thus  of  late  years  Corneille  writ  an  Oedipus 
1 after  Sophocles ; and  I have  defign’d  one  after 
1 him,  which  I wrote  with  Mr.  Lee , yet  nei- 
( ther  the  French  Poet  Role  from  the  Greek , nor 
1 we  from  the  French-man.  ’Tis  the  Contri- 
c vance,  the  new  turn,  and  new  Characters 
c which  alter  the  Property,  and  make  it  ours. 

I have  not  that  I know  ofj  any  where  ac- 
cus’d the  Poets  in  general,  or  Mr.  Dryden  in 
particular,  for  borrowing  their  Plots  ; knowing 
that  it  is  allow’d  by  Scahger , c 31.  Hedelin , and 
other  Writers.  ’Tis  true  I have  fhew’d  whe- 
ther they  were  founded  on  Hiftory,  or  Ro- 
mance, and  cited  the  Authors  that  treat  on  the 
SubjeCl  of  each  Dramma,  that  the  Reader,  by 
comparing  them,  might  be  able  to  judge  the 
better  of  the  Poets  abilities,  and  his  skill  in 
Scenical  Performances.  But  tho'  the  Poet  be  ; 
allow’d  to  borrow  his  Foundation  from  other 
%nters,  I prefume  the  Language  ought  to  be 
his  own ; and  when  at  any  time  we  find  a Poet 
tranflaung  whole  Scenes  from  othersWri tings, 

I hope  we  may  without  offence  call  him  a Pla- 
giary: which  if  granted,  I may  accufe  Mr. 
jDryden  of  Theft,  notwithftanding  this  De- 
fence, and  inform  the  Reader,  that  he  equivo- 
cates in  this  Inflance  of  Oedipus  : for  tho’  he 
ffole  not  from  Corneille  in  that  Play,  yet  he 
has  borrow’d  very  much  from  the  Oedipus  7/- 
r annus  of  Sophocles , as  like  wife  from  that  of 
Seneca. 

For  the  Plot  read  the  French  Novel  call’d 
TO  on  Sehaftian  Roy  de  Portugal  tranflated  into 
Englifh.  Fafconcellos  his  / inacephalaojis , Jive 
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ftmtna  Capita  Attorum  Regum  Lufitanix,  Ana- 
c<£ph.  20.  See  befides  other  Writers  of  the  Af- 
fairs of  Portugal  about  1^78,  in  which  year 
Sebaftian  was  kill’d. 

* Duki  of  Guife , a Tragedy  ailed  by  Their  *x 
Majeflies  Servants,  written  by  Mr.  Dryden7 
and  Mr.  Leey  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1683. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lad? 
rence  Earl  of  Rochejler.  This  Play  found  fe- 
veral  Enemies  at  its  fell  appearance  on  the 
Stage  : the  Nation  at  that  time  being  in  a fer- 
ment about  the  Succefiion,  which  occafion’d 
feveral  Pamphlets,  pro  and  con,  to  be  publifht. 
The  main  Plot  is  borrow'd  from  Davila , Meze - 
ray,  and  other  Writers  of  the  Affairs  of  Charles 
the  Ninth,  as  T.  Mathieu,  Me  moires  de  CaJleL 
nau.  See  befides  Thttanus,  L.  93.  The  Story 
of  Malicorn  the  Conjurer  may  be  read  iiiRoffef  s 
Hiftoires  Tragiques  en  la  Fie  de  Canopefi0  ^.449. 

O Evenings  Love , os  The  Mock  AJlrologer , a 
Comedy  ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal  by  His  Ma- 
jeflies Servants,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1671.^ 
and  dedicated  to  his  Grace  JViUiam  Duke  or 
Plewcaftle.  This  Play  is  in  a manner  wholly 
flollen  from  the  French , being  patcht  up  from 
Corneilles  Le  Feint  Aftrologue  ; Molliere  s Depit 
amoreux , and  his  Les  Precieujes  Ridicules ; 
and  Sginault’ s Id Amant  Indifcreet : not  to  men- 
tion little  Hints  borrow’d  from  Shakefpear , 
Tetronius  Arbiter  &c.  The  main  Plot  of  this 
Play  is  built  on  that  of  Corneilles , or  rather  „ 
Calderons  Play  call’d  El  AJlrolo^o fingido , which 
Story  is  likewife  copied  by  M.  Scudery  in  his 
Romance  call’d  Ibrahim , or  the  IUuflrious  BaJ]a 
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in  the  Story  of  the  French  Marquefs.  Aurelias 
affectation  in  her  Speech  p,  31.  is  borrow’d 
from  Molliere'  s Les  Precieufes  Ridicules . The 
Scene  between  Alonzo  and  Lopez  p.  gp.  is  tran- 
flated  from  Molliere  s £><?//>  amoreux , Aft  i.Sc.tf. 
Camilla's  begging  a new  Gown  of  Z>cw  Melcho t 
p.  6 1.  from  the  fame.  Aft  1.  Sc.  2.  The  Love 
Quarrel  between  JVild-hlood  and  jfacinta  ; Maf- 
cal  and  Beatrix  ; Aft  4.  Sc.  the  laft : is  copied 
from  the  fame  Play,  ACI4.  Sc.  g,  and  4.  The 
Scene  of  JVild-blood \ Jacinta,  &c.  being  dif 
cover’d  by  Aurelias  falling  into  Alonzos  Arms, 
P-ll  - *s  borrow’d  from  Qjunault' s L'Amant 
Indifcreet , Aft  y.  Sc.  4. 

Kind  Keeper , or  ^/r.  Limber  ham,  a Comedy 
afted  at  the  Dukes  Theatre,  by  his  Royal 
Highnefs’s  Servants ; printed  in  quarto  Lond. 
1680.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable 
John^ord  Vaughan,  In  this  Play,  (which  I 
take  to  be  the  belt  Comedy  of  his)  he  fo  much 
expos’d  the  keeping  part  of  the  To\vn,^that 
the  Play  was  ftopt,  when  it  had  but  thrice  ap- 
pear’d on  the  Stage  ; but  the  Author  took  a be- 
coming Care,  that  the  things  that  offended  on 
the  ‘Stage  were  either  alter’d  or  omitted  in  the 
Prefs.  One  of  our  modern  Writers  in  a fhort 
Satyr  againjl  Keeping,  concludes  thus ; (*) 

Dryden^W  Man  thought  Keepers  to  reclaim, 
IVrit  a Kind  Satyr,  call'd  it  Limberham. 
This  all  the  Herd  0/Letchers firaight  alarms , 
From  Charing-Crofs  to  Bow  was  up  in  Arms; 
They  damn'd  the  Flay  all  at  one  fatal  Blow, 
And  broke  the  Glafs  that  did  their  Fixture  Jhovt . 

(c)  Cltvt\  Poems,  pt  9$.  L* 
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In  this  Play  he  is  not  exempt  from  borrow- 
ing fpme  Incidents  from  French  and  Italian 
Novels  : Mrs.  Saintly s difeovery  of  Love-all  in 
the  Ched,  Alt  1.  is  borrow’d  from  the  Novels 
of  Cynthio  Gyraldi ; fee  prima  parte  Dec  a 3*. 
Nov.  3.  The  fame  Story  is  in  The  Fortunate 
Deceiv'd , and  Unfortunate  Lovers , fee  Nov.  7. 
Deceiv'd  Lovers.  Mrs.  Brainficks  pricking  and 
pinching  him,  Aft  3.  Sc.  2.  is  copied  from  the 
Triumph  of  Love  over  Fortune , a Novel  writ  by 
M.  S.  Bremond ' or  elfe  from  Zelotide  of  M.  de 
Tdis : but  thefe  are  things  not  worthy  to  be 
urg’d  againd  any  One,  but  Mr.  Dry  den , whofe 
Critical  Pen  (pares  no  Man. 

Indian  Emperor , or  The  Conquejl  of  Mexico 
by  the  Spaniards , being  the  Sequel  of  the  Indian 
Queen,  printed  in  quarto  Lond  1670^  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Mod  Excellent  and  mod  Illudri- 
ous  Princefs  Anne  Dutchefs  of  Monmouth  and 
Bucclugh.  This  Play  is  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe, 
and  has  appear’d  on  the  Stage  with  great  Ap- 
probation, yet  it  is  not  wholly  free  from  Pla- 
giarie ; but  lince  they  are  only  Hints, and  much 
improv’d,  I (hall  not  mention  the  Particulars. 
'Tis  fufiicicnt  for  me  to  obferve  in  general  that 
he  has  borrow’d  from  Tint  arch,  Seneca , Mon - 
tagne,  Fletcher , &c.  xMr.  Dryden  in  the  Second 
Edition  to  this  Play,  prefixt  a Piece  intituled, 

A Defence  of  an  EJJ ay  of  Dramatic k Toefy , be-  /r" 
ing  an  Anfwer  to  the  Preface  of  The  Great  Fa- 
vourite, or  The  Duke  of  Lerma : but  upon  fo me 
confiderations  our  Author  was  obliged  to  re- 
traft  it.  For  the  Plot  of  this  Play  ’us  founded 
chiefly  on  Hiflory.  See  Lopez  de  Gomara  Hid . 
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General  de  las  Incas , & de  Conquida  de  xJMexico, 
He  Bry  America ? Pars  9.  L.7.  Ogle  by  s America , 
Chap.  3.  Seel.  10.  dMariana  de  Reb . Hifp.  L.26. 
Cap.  3.  Four  Letters  printed  in  feveral  Lan- 
guages. 

-t  Marriage  A-la-mode , a Comedy  aCted  at  the 
Theatre-Royal  by  Their  MajeRies  Servants ; 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1673.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Rochester., 
This  Play  tho’  Ril’d  in  the  Title-page- a Co* 
medy,  is  rather  a Tragi-Comedy,  and  conliRs 
of  two  different  Actions ; the  one  Serious , the 
other  Comic both  borrow’d  from  two  Stories 
which  the  Author  has  tackt  together.  The 
Serious  Part  is  founded  on  the  Story  of  Sefo- 
Jlris  and  7 imareta  in  the  Grand  Cyrus , Part  9. 
Rook  3.  and  the  Characters  of  Ralamede  and 
RhodophiU  trom  the  lame  Romance,  Par. 6.  Bk  1. 
See  the  HiRory  oi  Timantes  and  Tarthenia.  I 
might  mention  alfo  the  Story  of  Nogaret  in 
The  Annals  of  Love , from  whence  part  of  the 
Character  ol  Uoralice  was  pollibly  borrow’d; 
and  Les Contes  H'Ouville partie premiere p.  13, 
from  whence  the  Fancy  of  Melanthds  making 
Court  to  her  felf  in  Rhodophih  Name  is  taken ; 
but  this  is  ufnal  with  our  Poet. 

Mijlaken  Husband , a Comedy  aCled  by  His 
MajeRies  Servants  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  and 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  This  Play  Mr. 

Hryden  was  not  the  Author  of^tfe  ’twas  a- 
dopted  by  his*,  as  an  Orphan,  which  might 
well  delerve  the  Charity  of  a Scene  which  he 
beRowed  on  it.  It  is  of  the  nature  of  Farce , 
or  as  the  French  term  it  BaJJ'e  Comedie ? as  Mr. 
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Bentley  the  Bookfeller  has  obferv’d  (U).A  ’Tis 
writ  on  the  Model  of  Plautus  s Mtenechmi ; 
and  I have  read  a Story  fomewhat  like  it  in 
JL'  Amant  Oyfif  Tome  2.  p.  297.  Nouvelle  in- 
titulee  D.  Martin.  ~/~ 

Oedipus , a Tragedy  ailed  at  his  Royal  High- 
ncfs  the  Duke’s  Theatre,  written  by  Mr.  ‘Dry- 
den  and  Mr.  Leen  printed  in  quarto  L,ond.i6 79,  __ 
This  Play  is  certainly  one  ot  the  belt  Trage- 
dies we  have  extant ; the  Authors  having  bor- 
row’d many  Ornaments  not  only  from  Sophocles 7 
but  alfo  from  Seneca  ; though  in  requital  Mr, 
Dryden  has  been  pleas’d  to  arraign  the  Memory, 
of  the  later  by  taxing  him  (x)  of  ‘Running  after 
* Philofophical  Notions  more  proper  for  the 
‘ Study  than  the  Stage.  As  for  Corneille  he  has 
fcoined  him  for  failing  in  the  Charailer  of 
his  Hero , which  he  calls  an  Error  in  the  firfl 
Concoilion : tho’  poffibly  ’twas  fo  in  him  to 
fall  upon  two  fuch  Great  Men,  without  any 
provocation,  and  to  whom  he  has  been  more 
than  once  oblig’d  for  beautiful  Thoughts.  As 
to  the  Plot  ’tis  founded  on  the  Tragedies  of 
Sophocles  and  Seneca. 

Rival  Ladies , a Tragi-Comedy,  ailed  at  the 
Theatre-Royal,  printed  in  quarto  Lond^  1679. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Roger 
Earl  of  Orrery.  This  Dedication  is  in  the  Na- 
ture of  a Preface  written  in  Defence  of  Engliih 
Verfe.  The  Authors  Sentiments  were  after- 
wards controverted  by  Sr.  Robert  Howard ' in 
the  Preface  to  his  Plays : to  which  Arguments 
Mr.  Dryden  reply ’d,  towards  the  end  of  his 

(u)  Epiftle  to  the  Reader.  (*)  Preface. 
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^ Dramatick  Eflayx  Sr.  Robert  made  a Rejoy  ndef, 
-when  he  publifht  his  Duke  of  Lerma  : and  Mr. 
Dryden  anfwer’d  him  again  in  the  Preface  to 
^ his  Indian  Emperour ,as  I have  already  obferv’d. 

I beg  ieave  of  my  Reader,  10  make  one  Re- 
mark on  this  Preface,  to  Re&ify  the  following 
miftake  committed  by  our  Author.  He  fays, 
( That  The  Tragedy  of  Queen  Jd orbuduc  was  writ- 
ten in  Englifh  Verfe ; ana  confequently  that 
1 Verfe  was  not  fo  much  a new  way  amongft  us, 

* as  an  old  way  new  reviv’d  : and  that  this  Play 

* was  written  by  the  late  Lord  Buckburjiy  after- 

* ware®  Earl  of  Dorfet. 

Mr.  Dryden , as  well  as  Sr.  Fopling,  notwith- 
ilanding  his  fmattering  in  the  Mathematicks, 
is  out  in  his  Judgment  at  Tennis : for  fir  ft  (tho’ 
His  Majefties  late  Hiltonographer)  he  is  mi- 
flaken  in  the  Title-page  : and  I muft  crave 
leave  to  tell  him  by  the  by,  that  I never  heard 
of  any  fuch  Queen  of  Brittain , any  more  than, 
he,  of  any  King  that  was  in  Rhodes . Nay  fur- 
ther had  he  confulted  Miltons  Hiftory  of  Eng- 
land \ or  any  other  Writers  of  Brute's  Hiftory, 
nay,  even  the  Argument  of  that  very  Play,  he 
would  have  found  Gorbuduc  to  have  been  the 
laft  King  of  that  Race,  at  leaf!  the  Father  of 
Ferex  and  Torrexy  in  whom  terminated  the 
Line  of  Brute : and  confequently  w^ould  not 
have  permitted  fo  grofs  an  Error  to  have  efcapt 
his  Pen  for  Three  Editions : tho’  it  may  be 
Mr.  Dry  dens  Printer  was  as  much  to  blame  to 
print  Qpyen  for  King,  as  he  ironically  accufes 
Sr.  Robert's  for  fettin g/W  for  open.  There  are 
pther  Errata's  in  Hiftory,  which  I njight  im- 
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putc  at  leaft  to  Mr.  Qryderis  Negligence ; but 
I (hall  at  prefent  wave  them.  In  the  mean 
time  I mull  acquaint  the  Reader,  that  however 
Mr.  %)ryden  alledges  that  this  Play  was  writ 
by  the  Lord  Buckhurjl,  1 can  allure  him  that 
the  three  firfl  Afts  were  writ  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Norton : and  that  the  Play  it  fell  was  not  writ- 
ten  in  Rime,  but  blank  Verfe,  or  if  he  will 
have  it,  in  proje  mejuree , lo  that  Mr.  Shakefpear 
notwithftanding  our  Author’s  Allegation,  was 
not  the  firft  beginner  of  that  way  of  Writing. 

As  to  his  Oeconomy,  and  working  up  of  his 
Play,  our  Author  is  not  wholly  free  from  Pil- 
lage, witnefs  the  laft  Aft ; where  the  Difpute 
between  Amideo , an dHippolito;  with  Gonjalvo% 
fighting  with  the  Pirates,  is  borrow’d  fiom  Te- 
tronius  Arbyter , as  the  Reader  may  fee  by  read- 
ing the  Story  of  Encolpius , Giton , Eumolpusy 
and  Tryphtena , aboard  Licas\  Veliel  (y).  To 
fay  nothing  of  the  Refemblance  of  the  Cat  a - 
firophe  with  that  of  Scarrons  Rival  Brothers y 
Novel  the  Fifth. 

Secret  Love , or  The  Maiden  Sgeen ; a Tragi- 
comedy afted  by  His  Majefties  Servants  at  the 
Theatre-Royal,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.^1679. 

I have  already  made  fome  obfervations  on  his 
Preface,/).  145.  and  cannot  pafsby  his  making 
ule  of  Bayess  Art  of  Tranfvcrfing,  as  any  One 
may  obferve  by  comparing  the  Fourth  Stanza 
of  his  Firfl:  Prologue, with  the  laft  Paragraph  of 
the  Preface  to  Ibrahim . As  to  the  Contrivance 
of  the  Plot,  the  ferious  part  of  it  is  founded 
on  the  Hiitory  of  Cleobuline  Queen  of  Corinth ^ 
(y)  Nat . Pay.  p.  360*  &c. 
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Part  7.  Book  2.  The  Chara&ers  of  Celadon, , 
Florimel , OUnda , and  Sabina , are  borrow’d  from 
the  Story  of  Tifijlates  and  Cerintha  in  the  Grand 
Cyrus y Part  9.  Book  3 . and  from  the  Story  of  the 
French  Marquejs  in  Ibrahim , Part  2.  Book  1. 

Sir  Martin  Mar -all , or  The  Feign  d Innocence , 
a Comedy  a&ed  at  His  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Tor II s Theatre,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1678. 
-t-  This  Play  is  generally  afcrib’d  to  Mr.  Dryden , 
tho’  his  Name  be  not  affix’d  to  it.  But  in  re- 
ality the  Foundation  of  it  is  originally  French : 
and  whoever  will  compare  it  with  M.Quinault' s 
F Am  ant  Indifcret , and  Molliere  s HFtourdy , 
ou  le  centre  temps , will  find  not  only  the  Plot, 
but  a great  part  of  the  Language  of  Sr.  Martin 
and  his  Man  IVarner  borrow’d.  There  are  fe- 
veral  other  Turns  of  the  Plot  copied  from  o- 
ther  Authors ; as  IVarner s playing  on  the  Lute 
inffead  of  his  Matter,  and  his  being  furpriz’d 
by  his  Folly;  See  Francion  written  by  A/.  Du 
Tare  Lib.  7.  Old  dMoody  and  Sr.  John  being 
hoitted  up  in  their  Altitudes,  is  taken  (at  leaft 
the  hint  of  it)  from  Shaker  ly  Mar  mi on s Fine 
Companion , A&4.  Sc.  1.  The  Song  of  Blind 
Love  to  this  Hour , (as  I have  already  obferv’d 
(z)  ) is  tranflated  from  a Song  made  by  M.  de 
Foiture : tho’  I muff  do  Mr.  Drydeu  the  Juttice 
to  acquaint  the  World,  that  he  has  kept  to  the 
Sence,  and  the  fame  Meafure  of  Verfe. 

Spanifb  Fryar , or  The  Double  Difcovery , a 
Tragi-Comedy  afted  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre; 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1681.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  John  Lord  Haughton. 

(7.)  Foehes  dc  Ai.fouure,  p.457. 
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Whether  Mr.  Dryden  intended  his  Character 
of  "Dominick  as  a Satyr  on  the  Romifh  Prieffs 
only,  or  on  the  Clergy  of  all  Opinions  in  ge- 
neral, I know  not:  but  fure  I am,  that  he 
might  have  fpar  cl  his  Refie&ing  Quotation  in 
the  Front  of  his  Play  : 

Ut  melius  pojjis  fatter e fume  togam. 

But  the  truth  is,  ever  fince  a certain  Worthy 
Bifhop  refus’d  Orders  to  a certain  Poet,  Mr,  "T 
Dryden  has  declar’d  open  defiance  againlF  the 
whole  Clergy ; and  fince  the  Church  began  the 
War,  he  has  thought  it  but  Juftice  to  make 
Reprifals  on  the  Church.  Mr.  Dryden  who  is 
famous  for  colle&ing  Obfervations,  and  Rules 
for  Writing,  has  learnt  this  great  Arcanum 
from  his  Brother  Poet,  the  Tutor  to  Pacheco 
in  the  Comedy  of  the  Reformation  ( a)  ; c That 

* this  one  piece  of  Art  of  Reflecting  infill  he 

c writes,  on  Religion  and  the  Clergy,  has  fet  ^ 
‘ off  many  an  indifferent  Play,  by  the  titila- 
‘ tion  it  affords  the  Gallants,  who  are  fure  to 
‘get  thofe  Verfes  all  by  heart,  and  fill  their 

* Letters  with  them  to  their  Country  Friend^. 
But  whatever  fuccefs  this  way  of  Writing  may 
find  from  the  Sparks,  it  can  never  be  approv’d 
on  by  fober  Men  : and  there  are  none  who  have 
any  lenfe  of  Religion  themfelves,that  can  with- 
out concern  fuffer  it  to  be  abus’d  ; and  none  but 
Apoftates  or  Atheifls  will  be  fo  impudent  to  at- 
tempt it : and  the  real  caufe  of  their  Envy 
and  Malice  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Em- 
peror to  hi$  Son  Aureng-zehe  (b),  which  with 
Reference  to  the  Clergy  may  be  thus  apply ’d. 

(3)  A&4.  p.  (by 
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Our  Clergy  s J acred  Virtues  fhine  too  bright, 
They  flafio  too fierce:  their foes  like  birds  of  night. 
Shut  their  dull  Eyes,  and ficken  at  the  fight. 

The  Comieal  Parts  of  the  Spanifh  Fryar , Lo- 
renzo, and  Elvira , are  founded  on  Monfieur  S> 
Bremond's  Novel  call’d  the  Pilgrim. 

State  of  Innocence , ^ The  Fall  of  Man , an 
Opera  written  in  Heroick  Verfe,  printed  ,in 
quarto  Lond.^j  678.  and  dedicated  to  Her  Royal 
Highncfs  the  Dutchefs.  Whether  the  Author 
has  not  been  guilty  of  the  higheft  Flattery  in 
this  Dedication,  I leave  to  the  Readers  Judg- 
ment ; but  I may  prefume  to  fay,  that  there 
are  fome  Expreffions  in  it  that  feem  (train’d, 
and  a Note  beyond  Ela  ; as  for  Inf  lance,  i Your 
1 Perfbn  is  fo  admirable  that  it  can  fcarce  re-r 
*ceive  addition,  when  it  fhall  be  glorified: 
4 and  your  Soul,  which  (limes  through  it,  finds 
4 it  of  a Subftance  fo  near  her  own,  that  fhe 
* will  be  pleas’d  to  pafs  an  Age  within  it,  and 
€ to  be  confin’d  to  fuch  a Pallace.  This  Dramma 
is  commended  by  a Copy  of  Verfes  written  by 
Mr.  Lee  ; and  the  Author  has  prefixt  an  Apq- 
logyfor  Heroick  Poetry,  and  Poetick  Licence. 
The  foundation  ofThis  Opera  is  fetch  t from 
/r-  Mr.  Miltons  ‘Paradfe  Loft.  How  far  our  Au- 
thor has  tranferib’d  him,  I fhall  leave  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  Curious, that  will  take  the  pains 
to  compare  the  Copy  with  the  Original. 

Temp  eft,  or  The  Inchant  ed  IJland , a Comedy 
a£ted  at  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tork't 
Theatre,  and  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1676. 
This  Play  is  originally  Shakefpears  (being  the 
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firfl  Play  printed  in  the  Folio  Edition)  and 
was  revis’d  by  Sr.  D'  Avenant  and  Mr.  Thyden*^ 
The  CharaXer  of  the  Saylors  were  not  only 
the  Invention  of  the  former,  but  for  the  moft 
part  of  his  Writing : as  our  Author  ingemoufly 
confeffeth  in  his  Preface.  ’Tis  likewife  to  his 
Praife,  that  he  fo  much  commends  his  deceas'd 
Predeceflor.  But  as  to  his  Reflexions  on  Mr. 
j Fletcher , and  Sr.- John  Suckling  for  having  co-  - 
pied,  the  One,  his  Sea  Voyage,  the  other,  his 
Goblins , from  this  Play ; I believe  were  Mr, 
jDryden  to  be  try’d  by  the  fame  Standard,  moll 
of  his  Plays  would  appear  Copies. 

Troths  and  CreJJida,  or  Truth  found  too 
late ; a Tragedy  aXed  at  the  Duke’s  Theatre, 
to  which  is  prefixt  a Preface  containing  tlvs 
| Grounds  of  Criticifme  in  Tragedy,  printetfm 
quarto  Lond  16*7$.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Thomas  Earl  of  Sunderland.  This 
Play  was  likewne  firfl  written  by  Shake] pear, 
and  revis’d  by  Mr.  Dryden , to  which  he  added  -f- 
feveral  new  Scenes,  and  even  cultivated  and 
improv’d  what  he  borrow’d  from  the  Original. 
The  lafl  Scene  in  the  third  AX  is  a Mailer- 
piece,  and  whether  it  be  copied  from  Shake- 
[pear,  Fletcher , ox  Euripides,  or  all  of  them,  I 
think  it  jnflly  deferves  Commendation.  The 
Plot  of  this  Play  was  taken  by  Mr.  Shakefpear 
from  Chaucers  Troilus  and  CreJJida ; which  was 
tranflated  (according  to  Mr.  *Dryderi)  from  the 
Original  Story,  written  in  Latine  Verfe,  by 
One  LoUius , a Lombard \ 

Tyranick  Love,  or  The  Royal  ^Martyr,  a Tra- 
gedy aXed  by  His  Majefties  Servants  at  the 
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Theatre-Royal,  printed  in  quarto  Z,o»</  1677. 
and  dedicated  to  the  Moll  Illuftrious  Prince 
James  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  Bucclugh.  This 
Tragedy  is  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe  : and  feveral 
Hints  are  borrow’d  from  other  Authors,  but 
much  improv’d.  Only  I cannot  but  obferve 
that  whenever  the  Criticks  purfue  him,  he 
withdraws  for  fhelter  under  the  Artillery  of 
the  Ancients ; and  thinks  by  the  difeharge  of 
a Quotation  from  a Latine  Author,  to  deftroy 
their  Criticifms.  Thus  in  the  Preface  to  his 
Play,  he  vindicates  the  following  Line  in  his  ! 
Prologue ; 

And  he  who  fer vilely  creeps  after  Sence 
Isfafe  ; — - - 

By  that  Quotation  of  Horace , 

Serpit  humi  tutus. 

So  he  juftifies  the  following  Line  in  the  end  of 
the  Fourth  Aft  : 

With  Empty  Arms  embrace  you  xvhiljl you Jleepy 
From  this  Exprellion  in  Virgil , 

Vacuis  ample  Bit  ur  Vlnis. 

I could  cite  you  other  pafiages  out  of  his  Con-  \ 
quejl  of  Granada,  Indian  Emperor,  Sta,te  of  In- 
nocence, &c.  but  thefe  are  iufficient  to  fhew, 
how  much  Selfjuftification  is  an  Article  of  our  i 
Author’s  Creed.  As  to  the  Plot  of  this  Tra- 
gedy ’tis  founded  on  Hiftory : fee  lofimus , L.4. 
Socrates,  L.y.  C.14.  Herodiani  Hift.  L.7.  and  8.1 1 
Jul.  Capitolinus,  in  Vit.  Max.  Jun. 

Wild  Gallant,  a Comedy  afted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  by  Their  Majedies  Servants,  and  prin- 
ted in  quarto  Lond.  i<56p.AThis  Play  tho’  the 
lad  mention’d,  by  reafon  of  the  Alphabetical 
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Order  throughout  obferv’d,  was  yet  the  firff^- 
attempt  which  our  Author  made  in  Dramatick 
Poetry ; and  met  with  but  indifferent  Succefs 
in  the  A£hon.  The  Plot  he  confefles  was  not 
originally  his  own,  but  however  having  lo 
•much  alter’d  and  beautified  it,  we  will  do  him 
the  Honour  to  call  him  the  Author  of  the  Wild 
Gallant , as  he  has  done  Sr.  Robert  Howard \ the 
Author  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma  (CJ  ; and  by  way 
of  Excufe  I (hall  tranfcribe  his  own  Lines  in 
behalf  of  a New  Brother  of  TarnafJ'us.  (d) 

’Tis  Miracle  to  fee  a fir  ft  good  Play-, 

Sill  Hawthorns  do  not  bloom  on  Chrifimafs-day; 

Slfiender  Toet  mufi  have  time  to  grow , 

And fpread  and burnijh  as  his  Brothers  do. 

Who fiill  looks  lean,  Jure  with  fome  Tox  is  curfi; 

But  no  Man  can  be  Fallfaff  Fat  at  fir B. 

I am  next  to  give  the  Reader  an  Account  of 
his  other  Writings  and  Tranfa&ions,  as  far  as 
they  are  come  to  my  Knowledge,  and  I fhall 
begin  with  thofe  in  Verfe,  becaufe  nearer  al- 
ly ’d  to  my  prefent  Subje£l  There  are  feveral 
pieces  of  this  Nature  laid  to  be  writ  by  him  ; 
as  Heroick  Stanzas  on  the  late  Ufurper 
Oliver  Cromwel,  written  after  his  Funeral,  and 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1 Annus  Mira-  g 
bilis , The  Tear  of  Wonders  1 666.  An  Hifiorical  • 
Poem  defcribing  the  Z )utch  War , and  the  Fire 
of  London,  printed  in  oddavo  Lond.  1667.  Ab- 
falom  and  Achitophel \ printed  in  quarto  Lond. 
1682.  This  laff,  with  feveral  other  of  his 

(c)  Defence  of  hisi Dramatick  (d)  MifcelL/»y 
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Poems,  as  the  *JMedaly  Mack  Flecknoe , &c.  are 
c printed  in  A Collection  ofToems , in  o£tavo  Lond. 

1684.  Sylva , or  a Second  Volume  of  Toe  tic  al 
tJMiJcellanies , in  o&avo  1687.  Religio 

•V'  Jjaiciy  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1682..  7 hrenodia 
v Aluguftalis , or  a Funeral-Pindarique  Poem 

King  printed^in  quarto 

Fond.  i68x-  Hind  and  T anther , m quarto  Lond. 

1 <58 7.  Britannia  Rediviva : a Poem  on  the  Birth 
, of  the  Prince,  in  Fol.  Lond.  1688. 

In  Profe  he  has  writ  An  EJfay  of  Dr amatick 
Toe  try  ^ in  quarto  Lond.  1668.  Vindication  of 
§ the  'Duke  of  Guife , in  quarto  Lond.  1683.  The  1 
Life  of  Plutarch,  in  oftavo  Lond.  1683.  And 
ibme  Theological  Pieces  which  I have  not  by  , 
me  at  prefent.  He  has  tranflated  The  Hiflory  ; 
ef  the  League ^ The  Life  of  St.  Xavier 
^ Now  that  Mr.  Dry  den  may  not  think  him-  - 
felf  flighted  in  not  having  fomeVerfes  infer  t- 1 
cd  in  his  Commendation ; I will  prefent  the 
Reader  with  a Copy  written  by  Mr.  Flecknoey  | 
and  leave  him  to  Judge  of  his  Wit,  and  Mr. 
Dryden  s Gratitude,  by  comparing  the  Epiftle 
Dedicatory  to  his  Kind  Keeper , and  his  Satyr  . 
call’d  Mack  Flecknoe , with  the  following  Epi-  j 
gram. 

Dryden,  the  dMufes  Darling  and  delight , 

Than  whom  none  ever  flew Jo  high  a flight. 

Some  have  their  Vains fo  drofly}  as  from  Earth, 
Their Mujes  only  feem  to  have  tdne  their  Birth . 
Other  but  Water-Poets  are,  have  gone 
No  farther  than  to  thl  Fount  of  Helicon  .* 

And 


To  Mr.  John  Dryden. 
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l/  theyr  but  airy  Ones  'nw.0/£  Mufe y&*rj  up 
~ No  higher  than  to  Mount  Pernaffus  top ; [higher 
Whiljt  thou  with  thine^doji feem  to  have  mounted 
Than  he  who fetcht from  Heaven  Celeftial  Fire: 
And  doji  as  far  furpafs  all  others , as 

Fire  does  all  other  Elements  furpafs . 

• . . ; ....  ■ 

^ Thomas  Duffet. 

An  Author  altogether  unknown  to  me,  but 
by  his  Writings;  and  by  them  I 'take  him  to 
be  a Wit  of  the  third  Rate  : and'One  whofe 
Fancy  leads  him  rather  to  Low-Comedy,  and 
Farce,  than  He roick  Poetry.  He  has  written 
three  Plays ; TW  of  which  were  purpofely  de« 
lign'd  in  a Birrlefque  Stile : but  are  intermix*; 
with  fo  much  Scurrility,  that  inftead  of  Di- 
verting, they  offend  the  modeft  Mind.  And  I 
have  heard  that  when  one  of  his  Plays,  viz. 
The  Mock  Tempeft  was  ailed  in  Dublin 7 feveral 
Ladies,  and  Perfons  of  the  befl  Quality  left  the 
Houfe : fuch  Ribaldry  pleafing  none  but  the 
Rabble,  as  Horace  fays  ; (e) 

Off  end mt nr  enim,  quibtes  eft  eqimsftr  pater res: 
Nec  ft  quid  fritti  ciceris  probat,  &nncis  emptor9 
tyEquis  accipiunt  animis , donant-ve  corona* 

0 Mock  Tempeft , or  The  Enchanted  Caflle , a 
Farce  ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  in. 
quarto  Lond.  i< The  Defign  of  this  Play 
was  to  draw  the  Town  from  the  Duke's  Thea- 
tre, who  for  a confide rable  time  had  frequented 
that  admirable  reviv'd  Comedy,  call'd  The  Tern „ 

(e)  Ve  Arte  Votttia. 
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Temped.  What  fuccefs  it  had  may  be  learnt 
from  the  following  Lines  ; (f) 

The  dull  Burlefque  appear'd  with  Impudence } 
And pleas'd  by  Novelty  jor  want  of  Sence. 

AU  except  trivial points , grew  out  of  Date  ; 
Parnaflus  fpoke  the  Cant  of  Billingfgate : 
Boundlefs  and  Mad,  diforder'd  Rime  was  feen ; 
Difguis'd  Apollo  chang'd  to  Harlequin. 

T’/for  Hague  which firft  in  Country  Towns  began ; 
Cities  and  Kingdo?ns  quickly  over -ran  ; 

The  dulleB  Scriblers  fome  Admirers  found \ 
And  the  Mock-Temped  uvw  # renown  d} 

But  this  low  fluff  the  Town  at  laB  defpisd ' 
And  f corn'd  the  Folly  that  they  once  haa  priz'd. 
Tfyche  Debauch'd , a Comedy,  ailed  at  theThea- 
tre  Royal, and  printed  8 ^ Lond.  1678.  This  Mock 
Opera  was  writ  on  purpofe  to  Ridicule  Mr.  Shad- 
well's  Tfyche,  and  to  fpoil  the  Dukes  Houfc, 
which,  as  has  been  before  obferv ’d,  was  then 
more  frequented  than  the  King’s.  This  Play  is 
as  Scurrilous  as  the  former. 
f-  Spanijb  Rogue , a Comedy  ailed  by  His  Ma- 

kefiles Servants,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1674. 
and  dedicated  to  Madam  EUen  Guin.  Tho’ 
this  Play  far  exceed  either  of  the  former,  yet 
I cannot  commend  it,  neither  do  I think  Co- 
medy a fit  fubjeil  for  Heroick  Verfe  ; few  of 
them  being  writ  in  Rime,  in  our  Language ; 
o and  of  thofe  few,  fcarce  any  of  them  have  fuc- 
ceeded  on  the  Englifh  Stage, 

Our  Author  has  writ  nothing  elfe  that  I know 
of,  but  a Book  of  Poems,  Songs,  Prologues,  and 
Epilogues,  printed  in  oilavo  Lond.  1676. 

0 ) Bjyleadf  An  vt  toQzry,  p . y. 
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Thomas  Durfey. 

A Perfon  now  living,  who  was  firfl  bred  to 
the  Law,  but  left  that  rugged  way,  for  the 
flowry  Fields  of  Poetry.  He  is  accounted  by 
fame  for  an  Admirable  Poet,  but  it  is  by  thole 
who  are  not  acquainted  much  with  Authors, 
and  therefore  are  deceiv’d  by  Appearances,  ta- 
king that  for  his  own  Wit,  which  he  only  bor- 
rows from  Others : for  Mr.  Durfey  like  the 
Cuckgw,  makes  it  his  bulinefs  to  fuck  other 
Birds  Eggs.  In  my  Opinion  he  is  a much  bet- 
ter Ballad-maker,  than  Tlay-voright  \ and  thole 
Comedies  of  his  which  are  not  borrow’d,  are 
more  ally’d  to  Farce,  than  the  true  Comedy  of 
the  Ancients.  The  Plays  to  which  he  lays 
claim,  are  Thirteen  in  Number  ; viz. 

Banditti , or  A Ladies  Dtjlrefs , a Comedy 
ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1 636.  This  Play  was  affronted  in  the 
Ailing  by  lome  who  thought  themfelves  Cri- 
ticks,  and  others  with  Cat-calls,  endeavour’d 
at  once  to  ftifle  the  Author’s  Profit,  and  Fame  : 
which  was  the  occafion,  that  through  Revenge 
he  dedicated  it  to  a certain  Knight  under  this 
Ironical  Title.  To  the  extream  Witty  and, 
Judicious  Gentleman,  Sir  Critick-Cat-call.  The 
chief  Plot  of  this  Play  is  founded  on  a Ro- 
mance, Written  by  Don  Francifco  de  las  Cover as, 
call’d  "Don  Fenife  tranflated  into  Englifn,  in  8°, 
See  the  Hillory  of  Don  Antonio , Book  4.  p.2^0. 
The  defign  of  'Don  Diegos  turning  Banditti , 
and  joining  with  them  to  rob  his  fuppofed  Fa- 
ther; refembles  that  of  Tipperollo  in  Shirley  % 
Play  call’d  The  Sillers , M 2 Com - 
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Common-wealth  of  fVomen,  a Tragi-Coniedy 
adled  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  by  Their  Maje- 
flies  Servants,  printed  in  quarto  ZiW.  1686. 
and  dedicated  to  the  truly  Noble  and  Illuftrious 
Prince  Chnftopher  Duke  of  Albermarle.  This 
Play  is  Fletchers  Sea-Voyage  reviv’d,  with  the 
Alteration  of  fome  few  Scenes  ; tho’  what  is 
either  alter’d  or  added  may  be  as  ealily  difcern’d 
from  the  Original,  as  Patches  on  a Coat  from 
the  main  Piece. 

Fond  Husband , or  The  Plotting  Sifters ; a 
Comedy  a£ted  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke’s 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1678.  and 
dedicated  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 
This  is  One  of  his  bell  Comedies,  and  has  been 
frequently  a£led  with  good  Applaufe : tho’  me- 
thinks  the  bulinefs  of  Sneak , Cordelia}  and  Sir 
Roger  Petulant , end  but  abruptly. 

Fool  turnd  Critick , a Comedy  a fled  at  the 
Theatre-Royal  by  His  Ma jellies  Servants,  and 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1678.  The  Prologue 
to  this  Play  is  the  fame  with  that  of  Mr.  An- 
thony , and  was  I fuppofe  borrow’d  from  thence. 
The  Charafters  of  Old  JVine-love7  Tim , and 
Small-wit , refemble  thofe  of  Simoy  Afotusyesxd 
Balia  in  the  Jealous  Lovers . 

Fools  Preferment , or  The  Three  TJ tikes  of 
Qunftable , a Comedy  a£ted  at  the  Queens  The- 
atre in  Ttorfet-Garden  by  their  Majefties  Ser- 
vants, with  the  Songs  and  Notes  to  them,  Com- 
pofed  by  Mr,  Henry  Purcel7  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1688.  and  dedicated  to  the  Honourable 
Charles  Lord  Morpeth , with  this  familiar  Title, 
Dear  Lord ' and  fubfcrib’d  like  a Perfon 
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of  Quality,  only  with  his  Sir-name  T>'Urfey. 
Nor  is  his  Epiltle  lefs  prefumptuous,  where 
he  arrogates  to  himfelf  a Play,  which  was  writ 
by  another,  and  owns  only  a hint  from  an  old 
Comedy  of  Fletcher  s,  when  the  whole  Play  is 
in  a manner  tranfcrib'd  from  the  Noble  Gentle- 
man, abating  the  Scene  that  relates  to  Buffet, 
which  is  borrow'd  from  a late  tranflated  Novel, 
call’d  The  Humours  of  Baffet.  As  to  part  or 
the  firfl  Paragraph  of  his  Dedication  ’tis  bor- 
row'd from  the  tranflation  of  Horace's  Tenth 
Satyr,  by  the  Earl  of  Rochester : and  any  Man 
that  underftands  French^  and  {hould  read  a Place 
he  there  quotes  out  pf  Montaigne , would  be  fo 
far  from  taking  him  to  be  (as  he . {files  him- 
felf  (e)  Nephew  to  the  famous  ffUrffee^  the 
Author  oTthe  Excellent  ffjlrJea ; that  they 
would  rather  think  he  underitood  not  the  Lan- 
guage, or  was  extreamly  negligent,  infuffer- 
ing  liich  Errata  to  go  uncorrefted.  For  my 
part,  1 {hould  rather  take  him  to  be  lineally  de- 
fended from  the  Roman  Celfus , whom  Horace 
makes  mention  of  in  his  Epiftle  to  his  Friend 
Julius  Florus  (h)  : at  leaffc  I am  fure  the  Cha- 
rafter  will  fit  our  Author. 

‘ Quid mihi  Celfus  agit  ? monitus , multum mo- 
Trivatas  ut  quterat  opes,&  t anger  e vitet\mndm. 
Script  a,  Talatinus  quacun^  recepit  Apollo  : 

Ne,  fi  forte  fuas  repet  it  um  venerit  olim 
Grex  aviibn  plumas , move  at  cornicula  r if  urn, 
Fur  this  nudata  coloribus. 


(g)  Poems)  in  o&avo,  Firft  Edition,  psg.  6u  (h) 

Lb.  x.  Ep. 
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Injur  dP rincefs,  ox  1 he fatal  TFagery  a T ragi-  • I 

Comedy  a£ted  at  the  Theatre-Royal  by  His 
Majefties  Servants,  printed  in  quarto  Lond. 
1682,.  The  Defign  and  the  Language  of  this 
Play  is  borrow’d  from  a Play  call’dthe  Tragedy  of 
Cvmbeline.  In  this  Play  he  is  not  content  with 
robbing  Shakefpear , but  tops  upon  the  Audience 
an  old  Epilogue  to  the  Fool  turn  d Critic for 
a new  Prologue  to  this  Play.  So  that  what  Mr. 
Clifford  faid  of  Mr.  Dry  den  (‘),  is  more  juftly 
applicable  to  our  Author, 4 That  he  is  a ftrange 
cunconfcionable  Thief,  that  is  not  content  to 
4 Real  from  others,  but  robbs  his  poor  wretch- 
* ed  Self  too. 

Madam  Fickle , or  The  JVitty  falfe  Oney  a 
Comedy  afted  at  his  Royal  Highnels  the  Duke’s 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1 67*7.  and 
dedicated  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  \ 
This  Play  is  patcht  up  from  feveral  other  Co- 
medies, as  the  Chara&er  of  Sir  Arthur  Old 
Love , is  borrow’d  from  Veterano  in  the  Anti- 
quary ; ZechieH  creeping  into  the  Tavern  Bufh, 
and  Tilbury  Oxx\n\Fm  the  Street  under  it,  with  j 
a Torch,  Afit y.  Sc.  2.  is  borrow’d  from  Sir 
Reverence  Lamar d,  and  Pimp -well  in  the  Walks 
of  IJlington  and  Hogfden.  There  are  other 
Hints  likewife  borrow’d  from  the  Fawn:  fo 
that  the  Author  did  well  to  prefix  that  Verfe  of 
Horace  before  his  Play, 

Non  cuivis  Homini  contingit  adire*  Corinthum , 
plainly  implying,  that  he  could  not  write  a 
Play  without  flealiug. 
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Royalift,  a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Dukes  The- 
atre, and  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1682,  This 
Comedy  was  well  receiv’d  on  the  Stage,  but 
patcht  up  from  Novels,  as  the  former  from 
Plays.  Witnefs  the  Tryals  which  Camilla  put 
upon  her  Husband  Sir  Oliver  Old-cut , for  the 
Love  of  Sir  Charles  King-love  ; which  the  Au- 
thor borrow’d  from  Boccace,  Day  *7.  Nov.p.  Les 
Contes  de  M.  de  la  Fontaine  pag.  .47.  and  other 
Hints.  Nay  our  Author  who  fets  up  himfelf 
for  Madrigals,  has  {loin  the  Song  of  Hey  Boys 
up  go  JVe , &c.  in  the  fourth  Ail,  from  The  Shep- 
herds  Oracle , an  Eclogue  printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1644. 

Siege  of  ^Memphis,  or  The  Ambitious  Queer?, 
a Tragedy  ailed  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed 
in  quarto  Lond.  1 676.  This  Play  is  writ  ii* 
Heroick  Verfe,  and  dedicated  to  the  Truly  Ge- 
nerous Henry  Chivers  Efq;  who  fhew’d  him- 
felf truly  fuch,  in  defending  a Play  fo  full  of 
Bombafl,  and  Fuflian.  There  goes  more  to  the 
making  of  a Poet,  than  capping  Verfes,  or  tag- 
ing  Rimes,  ’tis  not  enough  condudcre  verfum , 
as  Horace  (k)  calls  it,  but  a Poet  muft  be  fuch 
a One, 

Ingemum  cut  fit , cut  mens  divinior , atque  os 
Magna  fonaturum , des  nominis  hujus  honorem. 

I would  therefore  advile  all  thefe  Poetaflers-iff 
the  words  of  a Modern  Prologue  (*) ; * 

Rime fiers,  get  IVit  e'reye  pretend  to  fhew  it, 

Nor  think  a game  at  Crambo  makes  a Poet. 

Squire  Old-fap,  or  The  Night  Adventurers,  a 
00  rSat.  UlTSto.  4.  (1)  Prol.  to  . 
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Comedy  a&ed  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke’s 
Theatre,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1679.  This 
Comedy*  is  very  much  beholding  to  Romances 
for  feveral  Incidents ; as  the  Character  of  Squire 
Old-fap , and  Timpo'  s tying  him  to  a Tree,  A£t  1. 
is  borrow’d  from  the  begining  of  the  Romance 
call’d  the  Comical  Hift cry  of  Franc  ion.  Tricky 
love's  cheating  Ola  jap  with  the  Bell, 'and  Timpo  s 
Handing  in  Henry  s place,  A6I4.  Sc.  g.  is  bor- 
row’d from  Boccace\  Novels , Day  7.  Nov.  8. 
The  fame  is  related  in  Les  Contes  de  CM.  de  la 
Fontaine  in  the  Story  intituled  La  Gageure  des 
trois  Commeres  Tom.  i.'pag.  47.  Trick-love's 
contrivance  with  Welford , to  have  Oldfap 
beaten  in  her  Habit,  A&  4.  Sc.  the  laft,  is  bor- 
row’d from  Boccace  Day  7.  Nov.  7.  tho’  the 
fame  is  an  incident  in  other  Plays,  as  in  Fletch- 
er's Women  T leas'd,  London  Cue ko Ids y&c. There 
are  other  paflages  borrow’d  like  wife,  which  I 
purpofely  omit  to  repeat. 

Sir  Barnaby  Whig,  or  No  VT it  like  a Womans , 
a Comedy  adted  by  their  Majeflies  Servants  at 
the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  in  quarto  Lond. 
j6Bi.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable 
George  Earl  of  Berkley.  This  Play  is  founded 
on  a Novel  of  Monfieur  S.  Bremond ’ call’d  The 
Double  Cuckold ; and  part  of  the  Humor  of  Cap- 
iain  Torpufs  is  borrow’d  from  a Play  called  The 
Fine  Companion. 

Trick  for  Trick , or  The  Debauch'd  Hypocrite, 
a Comedy  adled  at  the  Theatre-Royal  by  his 
Majeflies  Servants,  printed  in  quarto  Lond. 
1^78.  This  Play  is  only  Fletchers  CMonJieur 
Thomas  reviv’d ; tho’  fcarce  at  all  acknowledg'd 
by  our  Author.  ’ x Fh'~ 
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Virtuous  Wife,  or  Good  luck  at  laft ; a Comedy 
ailed  at  the  Dukes  Theatre  by  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  his  Servants,  printed  40.  LonLi68o.  This 
Comedy  is  one  of  the  rnofl  entertaining  of  his; 
thoT  there  are  many  little  hints  borrow'd  from 
other  Comedies,  as  particularly  the  Fawn;  and 
the  Humor  of  Beaufort , is  copy ’d  from  Tala- 
?nede , m ^Marriage  Ada-mode . 

Befides  thefe  Plays,  he  has  written  feveral 
Songs,  which  (if  I tniflake  not)  were  colleited 
into  one  entire  Vol.and  printed  80.  ZaW.1682. 
But  I wou’d  not  have  him  alcribe  all  his  Songs, 
any  more  than  his  Plays,  to  his  own  Genius,  or 
Imagination ; lince  he  is  equally  beholding  for 
fomc  of  them  to  other  Mens  pains;  Witnefs  the 
above-mention'd  Song  in  the  Royalifl,And  didft 
thou  not  promife  me  when  thou  Izgfl  by  me , foe. 
He  has  writ  belides  other  pieces,  as  Butler  s 
Ghoft , printed  8°.  Lond.  1682.  Toems , 8°.  Lond. 
169c.  Collins  Walk , 80.  Lond \ 1690.  foe. 

R 

Edward  Eccleston. 

A Gentleman  now  living,  the  Author  of  an 
Opera , of  the  fame  Nature  with  Mr. 
Dry  den's  State  of  Innocence  ; but  being  publilkt 
after  it,  it  ferv’d  rather  as  a Foil  to  that  excel- 
lent piece,  than  any  ways  rival’d  its  Reputa- 
tion. This  piece  firfi  bore  the  Title  of 
Noahs  Flood,  or  The  Dejiruftion  of  the  World \ 
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an  Opera  printed  40.  Lond.i6f<).  and  dedicated 
to  her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  of  Monmouth : This 
Play  not  going  off,  a new  Title  and  Cuts  were 
affix’d  to  it  in  Hillary-Term  1684.  xt  c^en  go- 
ing  under  the  Title  of  The  Cataclifm , or  Gene- 
ral Deluge  of  the  World.  Whether  Mr.  Hol- 
ford  was  more  fuccefsful  than  Mr.  Took , in  put- 
ting off  the  remainder  of  the  Imprellion,  or 
whether  the  various  Sculptures  took  more  with 
the  Ladies  of  the  Tal-mall \ than  the  Sence  did 
with  thofe  who  frequent  TauV s Church-Yard, 
I am  not  able  to  determine  : but  I doubt  the 
Bookfeller  ffcill  wants  Cuftomers,  fince  I again 
find  it  in  the  lafl:  Term  Catalogue,  under  the 
Title  of  The  "Deluge , or  The  T>efiruFtion  of  the 
JVorld.  The  Title  fhews  the  Foundation  of  it 
to  be  Scripture.  * 

<2. 

o Sir  George  Etheridge. 


yfr~<  A Gentleman  fufliciently  eminent  in  the 

Town  for  his  Wit  and  Parts,  and  One  whofe 
^ tallent  in  found  Sence,  and  the  Knowledge  of 
true  Wit  and  Humour,  are  fufficiently  conspi- 
cuous : and  therefore  I prefumc  I may  with 
* * juflice,  and  without  envy,  apply  Horaces  Cha- 
racter of  Fundanus, to  this  admirable  Author;  (a) 

drguta  meretrice  potes , T>avoque  Chremeta 
JLludente  fenem , comis  gar r ire  UbeUos} 

Onus  vivorum , Fundani. — 


This  Ingenious  Author  has  oblig’d  theWorld 
by  publ ilhing  three  Comedies,  viz . 

( a)  S4t%  Lib . i.Sdt.  jo? 
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° Comical  Revenge , or  Love  in  a Tub , a Comedy, 
suSed  at  his  Royal-Highnefs  the  Duke  o(  Tort's 
Theatre  in  Lincolns- Inn-fields printed  quarto 
Lond.  1 669.  and  dedicated  to  the  Honourable 
Charles  Lord  Bnckhurft.  This  Comedy  tho’  of 
a mixt  nature,  part  of  it  being  ferious,  and 
writ  in  Heroick  Verfe  ; yet  has  lucceeded  ad- 
mirably on  the  Stage,  it  having  always  been 
ailed  with  general  approbation. 

dMan  of  Mode , or  Sir  Fopling  Flutter , a Co- 
medy aCled at  the  Dukes  Theatre  printed  40. 
Lond.  16 76.  and  dedicated  to  her  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Dutchels.  This  Play  is  written  with  ~ 
J great  Art  and  Judgment,  and  is  acknowledg’d 
by  all,  to  be  as  true  Comedy,  and  the  Characters 
as  well  drawn  to  the  Life,  as  any  Play  that  has 
been  ACted  fince  the  Reftauration  of  the  En- 
glijh  Stage.  Only  I mult  obferve,that  the  Song 
in  the  lalt  A£t  written  by  C.S.  is  tranflated  from 
part  of  an  Elegy  written  in  French  by  Madame 
la  Comtejfe  de  la^Suze^  vnLe  Recueil  des  Pieces 
Gallantesy  tom . i.p . 42. 

She  woud  if  Jhe  codd \ a Comedy  ACted  at 
his  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tories  Theatre,  and 
printed  quarto  Lond.  1671.  This  Comedy  is 
likewife  accounted  one  of  the  firlt  Rank,  by  fe- 
deral who  are  known  to  be  good  Judges  of 
Dramatick  Poefy.  Nay  our  prefent  Laureat 
fays,  (b)  ’Tis  the  bell  Comedy  written  fince  the 
Reflau  ration  of  the  Stage.  I heartily  wilh  for 
the  publick  fatisfaCtion,  that  this  great  Mailer 
would  oblidge  the  World  with  more  of  his 
Performances,  which  would  put  a flop  to  the 
(b)  Vref*  Humorifts, 
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crude  and  indigefted  Plays,  which  for  want  of 
better,  cumber  the  Stage. 
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Sir  Francis  Fane  junior  ^Knight 
of  the  Bath, 

A Gentleman  now  living  at  Fulbcck  in  Zi»- 
coJn-Jhire , and  Granfon  (as  I fuppofe")  to 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  JVeJlmorland. 
This  Noble  Performs  Wit  and  Parts,  are  above 
my  Capacity  to  defcribe  ; and  therefore  I muff: 
refer  my  Reader  to  his  Works, which  will  afford 
him  better  fatisfadhon.  He  has  obliged  the 
World  with  two  Plays,  which  are  equalfd  by 
very  few  of  our  modern  Poets,  and  has  {hew ’d 
that  he  can  command  his  Genius,  being  able 
to  write  Comedy,  or  Tragedy,  as  he  pleafes. 

Love  in  the  dark , or  The  Man  of  bu/inefs , a 
Comedy;  adted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  by  his 
Majefties  Servants  : printed^.  Lond.  167^.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl 
of  Rochejier.  The  Plot  of  Count  Sforza , and 
Tarthelia  Daughter  to  the  Doge  of  Venice , is 
founded  on  a Novel  of  Scarrons , call'd  the  In - 
vifible  Miftrefs.  Bellinganna , Cor  nan  t o' s Wife, 
fending  Scrutinio  to  Trivultio , to  check  him  for 
making  Love  to  her,  is  founded  on  a Novel  in 
Boccace,  Day  5.  Nov.  3.  Hircanios  Wife  catch- 
ing him  with  Bellinganna , is  built  on  the  Story 
of  Socrates  and  his  Wife  Mir  to , in  the  Loves 
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of  Great  Men  p.yt).  7 rhultids  Teeming  to  beat 
Bellinganna , is  grounded  on  a Story  in  Boc~ 
cace , See  Day  7.  Nov.  *7. 

Sacrifice , a Tragedy  printed  40.  1(586*. 

and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Earl  of  2>orJet  and  Middlefex.  There  are  two 
Copies  of  Verfes  that  I have  Teen  writ  in  Com- 
mendation of  this  Play ; one  writ  by  Mr.  Tatey 
to  the  Author,  and  printed  With  the  Play ; the 
other  writ  by  the  late  Mrs.  A.  Behn\  fee  the 
Mifcellany  Poems  printed  with  Lycidas , or  the 
Lover  in  Fafhion  8°.  p.  ioz.  The  Plot  of  thitf 
admirable  Tragedy  is  founded  on  the  Story  of 
Tamerlane  and  Bajazet . Many  are  the  Hiflo- 
rians  that  have  given  an  Account  of  the  Affairs 
of  thefe  Great  Men.  Read  Chalcocondylas  lib. 
Leunclavius  lib. 6.  The  Life  of  Tamerlane  by 
Mr.ZT Aj]igny\  the  fame  by  T.  Terondini ; Knolls 
his  Tnrkifio  Hiftory,  in  the  Life  of  Bajazet  the 
FirH  This  Play,  the  Author  ( 8 ) (wanting pa- 
tience to  attend  the  leifure  of  the  Stage)  pub- 
lifhed  without  A&ion.  How  much  all  Lovers 
of  Poetry  are  indebted  to  him  for  it,  I muli 
leave  to  thofe  that  are  Poets  to  defcribe : I that 
am  none,  am  glad  to  fet  my  hand  to  an  Addrefs 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Tate , in  the  following  Lines. 

Accept  our  Thanks,  t ho  you  decline  the  St age 9 
That  yet  you  condescend, the  Trefs  £ engage  : 
For  while  we , thus  pojfejl  the  precious ft  ore , 

Our  Benefits  the  jame^your  Glory  more  \ 

Thus  for  a Theatre  the  IVorldyou  findt \ 

Andy  our  Applauding  Audience , All  Mankind. 


(a;  Epift.  Ucd:c. 
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’Tis  not  in  Dramatick  Poetry  alone  that  our 
Author  is  a Matter,  but  his  Talent  is  equal  alfo 
in  Lyricks  : Witnefs  three  Copies  ol  Verfes 
printed  in  Mr.  Tate  s Colle&ion  of  Poems  80. 
One  to  the  Earl  of  Rochejler , upon  the  Report 
of  his  Sicknefs  in  Town,  (b)  in  allufion  to  an 
Ode  in  Horace.  A fecond  to  a great  Lord  invi- 
ting him  to  Court,  or  elfe  to  write  a Hittory 
in  the  Country : (c)  being  a Paraphrafe  upon 
Horace  Lib.  2.  Ode  12.  A third  to  a perjur’d 
Miftrefs,  (d)in  imitation  of  another  Ode  of  Ho - 
race  Lib.  1.  Ode  8. 

TheHonil*  Sir  Richard  Fanshaw. 

This  Excellent  Man  was  Brother  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Thomas  Lord  Fanjhaw , of 
IVare-Tark  in  Hertfordshire.  He  had  his 
Breeding  in  his  younger  Years  in  Cambridge  : 
and  was  fo  good  a Proficient  in  Latin , French , 
Italian , Spanifh , and  Tortugefe ; that  he  under- 
ftood  them  as  well  as  his  Mother-tongue.  He 
removed  from  Cambridge  to  Court,  where  he 
ferv’d  his  Majefty  with  all  imaginable  Fidelity, 
and  Dutiful  Affeition.  He  was  his  Secretary 
in  Holland ' France , and  Scotland ; and  at  JVor- 
cefter  Fight  was  wounded, and  taken  prifoner  in 
Defence  of  the  Royal  Caufe.  His  Loyalty  and 
Abilities,  were  fo  confpicuous  to  His  Majefty 
King  Charles  the  II.  that  at  His  happy  Rettau- 
ration,  He  preferred  him  to  be  one  or  the  Ma- 
tters of  the  Requefts;  and  afterwards  fent  him 
into  Tortugaly  with  the  worthy  Title  of  Lord 

( b ) Tate’s  Mifc.  p.n.  (cj  p.  13.  (d)  p.  i*. 
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Embaffadof  of  Honour,  to  court  the  prefent 
Queen  Dowager,  for  his  Matter  ; where  he  re- 
main’d three  Years,  and  difeharg’d  his  Employ- 
ment with  Honour.  In  the  Year  1 644.  he  was 
fent  Embaffador  into  Spain , to  compleat  a Trea- 
ty of  Commerce,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  League 
between  the  two  Crowns:  which  Affair  he 
managed  with  great  Prudence,  and  Integrity. 
He  died  at  Madrid  in  July  i<5<5<5.  leaving  be- 
hind him  the  Charafter  of  an  able  Statefman  ; 
a great  Scholar  ; and  a fincere,  fweet  natur’d, 
and  pious  Gentleman.  At  prefent  we  are  only 
to  confider  his  Scholarlhip,  which  will  fuffici- 
ently  appear  by  the  feveral  Tranflations  which 
he  has  publifht,  particularly  thofe  which  are 
DramaticL:  the  firft  of  which  in  Order,  and 
the  mott  Eminent,  is  ttil’d 

II  Taft  or  Fido , The  Faithful  Shepherd \ a Pa- 
ftoral,  printed  40.  Lond.  1646.  and  dedicated  to 
the  Hope  and  Luttre  of  three  Kingdo  ms, Cfor/fr 
Prince  of  Wales.  This  Piece  is  tranflated  from 
the  Italian  of  the  Famous  Guar  ini ; ofwhofe 
Life,  by  way  of  Digrelfion,  give  me  leave  to 
Ipeak  fuccin&ly.  He  was  a Native  of  Ferrara , 
and  Secretary  to  Alphonfus  the  II.  Duke  of  that 
Principality ; who  fent  him  into  Germany,  To - 
land  and  Rome,  in  the  time  of  Pope  Gregory  the 
XIII.  After  the  death  of  Alphonfus , he  was  Se- 
cretary to  Vincent  de  Gonzaga  Duke  of  Mantua , 
to  Ferdinand  de  Me  diets  Great  Duke  of  Tufcany t 
who  created  him  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Saint 
Stephen,  and  to  Francis  Maria  de  la  Rover  a Duke 
of  Urbin : in  all  thefe  Stations,  he  was  as  much 
admir’d  for  his  Politicks,  as  Poetry.  How  much 
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he  was  efteem’d  for  this  laft,  the  feveraf  Aca- 
demies of  Italy  are  a fufficient  proof ; nioft  of 
which  elected  him  a Member  into  their  feve- 
ral  Societies ; as  Gh  Humor  ijli  of  Rome,  He  let 
Crufca  of  Florence , Gli  Olympici  of  Vicenza,  and 
Gli  Innominati  of  Farma , and  Gli  Elevati  of 
Ferrara.  He  withdrew  from  publick  Affairs 
towards  the  latter  end  of  his  Life,  and  dwelt 

Erivately  at  Tadua,  afterwards  at  Venice,  where 
eing  about  feventy  five  Years  of  Age,  he  died 
in  the  Year  1613. 

Having  given  you  this  Abridgment  of  Guarinh 
Life, I fhall  return  to  our Englijh  Author’sTran- 
flation.Tho'  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Prince,  c He 
* fpeaks  modeftly  of  his  Performance,  as  if  this 
* Dramatick  Poem  had  loft  much  of  the  Life  and 
c Quicknefs,  by  being  poured  out  of  one  Veflel, 
* (that  is  one  Language)  into  another ; befides 
c the  unfleadinefs  of  the  Hand  that  pours  it ; 
€ and  that  a Tranflation  at  the  belt,  is  but  a 
€ Mock-Rainbow  in  the  Clouds,  faintly  imita- 
* ting  the  true  one  ; into  which  Apollo  himfelf 
€ had  a full  and  immediate  Influence  : I fay,  not- 
withftanding  this  modefl:  Apology;  yet  Sir  John 
Denham  in  his  Verfes  on  this  Tranflation,  in- 
finitely commends  it : and  tho’  he  feems  to  af. 
Lent  to  our  Authors  Notions,  touching  Tran- 
flations  in  general : yet  he  {hews  that  Sir  Ri- 
chard has  admirably  fucceeded  in  this  particu- 
lar Attempt ; as  the  Reader  may  fee  by  the  fol- 
lowing Lines  ; where  after  having  blam’d  fer* 
vile  Tranflators,  he  goes  on  thus ; 

A new  and  nobler  JVay  thou  doft  purfue 
To  make  Truncations^  and  Tranflators  too. 

Tby 
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They  hit  preferve  the  AJhes^  thou  the  Flame , 
T rue  ta  his  Senfe , hut  tr  uer  to  his  Fame. 

Foot  ding  his  Current , where  thou  find  ft  it  lowy 
Letfi  in  thine  own7  to  make  it  rife  and flow . 
JViJ'ely  refiormg  whatfoever  grace  . 

Is  toft  by  change  ofT tmes7  or  Tongues , or  Place. 
Nor  fetter  d to  his  Numbers  7 and  his  Times , 
Be  tray  ft  his  Mufick  to  unhappy  Rimes  ; 

INor  are  the  Nerves  of  his  comp  aEled ft  rength 
Stretch'd  and  diffolvd  into  unjinew'd  length  : 

| Tet  after  all  ( left  we Jhould  thinkjt  thine , ) 

Thy  Spirit  to  his  Circle  doft  confine. 

I • • 

I have  already  faid,  that  Guarini  imitated 
TaJJds  Aminta,  in  this  Pafloral;  (e)  and  I 
' may  add,  that  by  the  unqueltionable  Verdict 
of  all  Italy , he  outftript  him : which  rais’d 
Tafi'd s Anger  lo  high,  that  he  cry’d  out  in  a 
great  Paflion,  Se  non  havuto  vislo  il  mio  Amin - 
I ta7&c.  If  he  had  not  feen  my  Aminta,  he  had  not 
excelldit.  Give  me  leave  to  enlarge  further, 
that  this  Paltoral  was  writ  on  the  occalion  of 
l Charles  Emmanuel \ the  Young  Duke  of  Savoys 
I Marriage  with  the  Infanta  of  Spain.  The  Au- 
thor’s Delign  is  Allegorical  and  Inflru&ive,  un- 
der the  Name  of  Carino , he  perfonates  himfelf, 
j and  his  chief  End  was  to  inftill  into  his  Princely 
| Pupil,  under  the  difguife  of  a Dram  stick  Di- 
verfion,  the  Principles  of  Divine,  Moral,  and 
Political  Virtues. 

I . Querer  por  folo  querer7  To  love  only  for  Love's 

fake  ; a Dramatick  Romance  reprefented  at  A - 

ranjuez  before  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain,  to 
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celebrate  the  Birth-day  of  that  King,  [PM1V-] 
by  the  Meninas  ; which  are  a Set  of  Ladies, in 
the  Nature  of  Ladies  of  Honour  in  that  Court, 
Children  in  Years,  but  Higher  in  Degree  (be- 
ing Daughters  and  Heirs  to  Grandees  in  Spain') 
than  the  Ladies  of  Honour,  Attending  like- 
wife  that  Queen.  This  Play  was  written  in 
Spanifi , by  Don  Antonio  do  Mendoza  1 623.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Queen  of  Spain  : [which  was 
Elizabeth  Daughter  to  Henry  the  Great  of 
France . ] It  was  paraphras’d  by  our  Author  in 
Englifh  in  1 tfy^-during  hisConfinement  to  Tan- 
o kerfly Park  in  Torkjhire , by  Oliver , after  the 
Battle  of  IVorcefier ; in  which  ( as  I have  al- 
ready obferv’d)  he  was  taken  priloner,  ferving 
his  Majefly  King  Charles  the  Second,  as  Secre- 
tary of  State.  At  that  time  he  writ  on  this 
Dramatick  Romance  3 Stanzas,  both  in  Latin 
and  Englijh , which  may  give  the  Reader  a 
Tafte  of  his  Vein  in  both  thefe  Languages; 
and  therefore  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to 
tranfcribe,  or  unpleafant  to  the  Reader  to  per- 
ufe.  I fhall  give  the  preference  to  the  Latin 
Verfes,  Learning  and  Learned  Men  being  to 


Ille  egoflui  (dubiis  qu 0 ndamj a£la tus  in  Undis, 
Qui^dum  nunc  Aulx, nunc  mzhiCzftra. ftrepmt ] 
Lem  importunas  mulcebam  Carmine  Curas , 

Jn  quo  PASTORIS  lclamma  FIDELIS  erat. 


At  nunc  fe  Caftris,  Aulifq;  ejefius  Jy  Undis, 
(Nam  mihi  Naufragium  Portusfylra  Sgtes); 
Altius  infurgens, Regum  baud mtaEhu  Amores,  - 
Et  Reginarum  fervidus  Arma  Cano : 


be  preferr’d  before  Vulgar  Readers, 
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[vinclis  Hymensee  tuisj'pretifq ; Coronis) 
Nec jugaferre  virum,  necdarejma  velint . 
2)ulce  prof ellof os  audire  ex  Lit  ore  flu  ft  us  ! 
Eq;  truci  Terr  am  dulce  videre  Mari. 

In  Englijh  thus. 

Time  was  when  /,  a Pilgrim  of  the  Seas, 
IVhen  I midftnoife  0/Camps, ^Courts  difeafe t 
Purloin  d fome Hours, to  charm  rude  Cares  with 
Ferfe , 

mich  Flame  of  FAITHFUL  SHEPHERD 
did  rehearfe  : 

But  now  refrain  d from  Sea,  from  Camp,  from 
And  by  a Tempell  blown  into  a Port ; [Court, 
/ raife  my  Thoughts  to  mufe  on  higher  things , 
AndEccho  hm\s  fy  Loves  of  Queens^Kings; 

Which  Queens  ( defpijing  Crowns  and  Y{y  mens 
Band ) 

IVould  neither  Men  Obey,  nor  Men  Command, 
if)  Great  Pleafure,from  rough  Seas,  to  fee  the 
Shore ! 

Or  from  firm  Land  to  hear  the  Billows  rore 

Tho’  this  Play  was  during  the  Author  s Im- 
prifonment  tranflated , ’twas  not  printed  till 
long  after  his  Death,  viz.  40.  Lond.  1671.  to 
which  is  added,  Fieftas  de  Aranjuez , Fejlivals 
reprefented  at  Aranjuez, t written  by  the  fame 
Author,  and  on  the  lame  Occafion ; and  tranfla- 
ted by  the  fame  Hand.  The  Play  it  felf  confifk 
but  of  three  A6ls  (which  the  Spaniards  call  Joy  - 
nadas)  according  to  the  Spanijh  Cuftom : then 
Poets  feldom  or  never  exceeding  that  number. 
(*)  L»crttim  L.  *. 
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As  to  his  other  Works,  he  writ  fevfcral  ‘ 
Poems  in  Latin , as  a Copy  on  the  Efcurial ; an- 
4-  other  on  the  Royal  Sovereign ; and  a third  on 
Mr.  May  s Tranflation  o£  and  Supplement*  to 
Lucan.  He  tranflated  other  Pieces  into  that  j 
Learned  Tongue,  as  two  Poems  written  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Carew:  Several  Pieces  he  tranflated  out  ' 
of  Latin  into  Englijh,  as  the  fourth  Book  of  J 
Virgil's  <y£neids , an  Epigram  out  of  Martial 
Lib.  10.Epig.47.  Two  Odes  out  of  Horace y rela- 
ting to  theCivilWars  of  Rome , (the  Firft,Carm.  J 
Lib. 3. Ode  24.  The fecond,Epod.i6.)with  fome 
Sonnets  tranflated  from  the  Spanijh,  and  other  , 
Poems  writ  in  his  Native  Language,  with  feve-  j 
ral  Pieces,  which  you  will  find  bound  up  with  • 
Raft  or  Fidoj  printed  8°.  Lond.  1671. 

Nor  was  it  out  of  thefe  Languages  only  that  | 
he  tranflated  what  pleas’d  him ; but  even  } 
fo  uncourted  a Language  as  he  terms  that  of  j 
Rortugal , employ’d  his  Pen  during  his  Con- 
finement :^For  he  tranflated  Luis  de  Camoens  j 
(whom  the  Rortugals  call  their  Virgil)  his  Lu-  | 
Jiady  or  Rortugals  Hiflorical  Poem.  This  Poem  J, 
0 was  printed  fol.  Lond.  1 66s - and  dedicated  to  j 
the  Right  Honourable  JVilUam  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford , Son  and  Heir  to  that  Glorious  Proto- 
martyr  of  Monarchy,  the  Noble  Thomas  Earl 
of  StrqffordyLord  Deputy  of  Ireland ; on  whofc 
Tryal  our  Author  writ  a Copy  of  Verfes,  print- 
ed a mo  ngfl;  his  Poems,  p.302. 

Befides  thefe  Pieces,  Mr.  Rhilips  (f)  and  Mr. 
fVwftanley(i)atttibute  to  him  the  Z^//»Verfioix 
of  Mr.  Edmund  Spencers  Shepherds  Calendar, 

" ( t j Modern  p.  15$*  (g ) 4ft,  »f  the  Puts,  p.196. 
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which  I take  to  be  a miftake  of  Mr.  Philips* 
whofe  Errors  Jvlr.  JVinJlantey  generally  copies  » 
not  having  heard  of  any  other  Tranflation  than 
that  done  by  xYlr.  Theodore  BatkurH , fometime 
Fellow  of  Pembroke- Halt m Cambridge , and 
printed  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Spencer  & Works  in 
fol.  Lond.  1 679. 

Henry  L'  Kifcount  Faulkland. 

This  Worthy  Perfon  was  (as  I fuppofe)  Fa- 
ther pf  the prefent  Right HonaurableCtfr/  Vif- 
count  Faulkland.  A Perfon  Eminent  for  his 
Extraordinary  Parts,  and  Heroick  Spirit.  He 
was  well  known  and  refpe&ed  at  Court,  in  the 
Parliament,  and  in  Oxfordjhirey  his  Country, 
of  which  he  was  Lord  Lieutenant.  When  he 
was  firft  elefted  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  forae 
of  the  Houfe  oppos'd  his  Admiffion,  urging 
That  he  had  not  fowd  his  IVildoats : he  reply ’d, 

If  I have  not , I may  Jow  them  in  the  Houfe, 
where  there  are  Geefe  enough  to  picket  hem  up. 
And  when  Sir  J.  N told  him,  That  He  was  a 
little  too  wild  for  fo  grave  a Service  ; he  reply’d, 
jilas  ! I am  wild \ and  my  Father  was  fo  before 
me^  and  I am  no  Bajlardy  as , fac.  But  what 
need  I fearch  for  Wit,  when  it  may  be  fufFf- 
ciently  feen  in  a Play  which  he  writ,  (the  oct 
cafioti  of  our  making  mention  of  him)  call’d 

The  Marriage  Night , a Tragedy,  printed  4®  ^ 
Lond.  1664.  I know  not  whether  this  Play 
ever  appear’d  on  the  Stage,  or  no. 

He  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  his  Years,  as 
much  mifsxl  when  dead, as  belov’d  when  living. 

"I  N 3 Natha- 
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Nathaniel  Field. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
JameSyUnd  King  Charles  the  Firft;  who  was  not 
only  a Lover  of  the  Mufes,but  belov’d  by  them, 
and  the  Poets  his  Contemporaries.  He  was 
adopted  by  Mr.  Chapman  for  his  Son,  and  call’d 
in  by  Old  Majffinger , to  his  Afliftance,  in  the 
Play  call’d  The  Fatal  Dowry  \ of  which  Play 
more  hereafter.  He  writ  himfelf  two  Plays, 
which  will  flill  bear  Reading,  viz . 

Amends  for  Ladies ; with  the  merry  Pranks 
of  Moll  Cut-purfe r or  The  Humour  of  Roaring ; 
a Comedy  full  of  honell  Mirth  and  Wit.  Ailed 
at  the  BlackzFriarSj  both  by  the  Prince’s  Ser- 
vants, and  the  Lady  Elizabeth' 3;  and  printed  40 
Lond.  1 639.  The  Plot  of  Subties  tempting  the 
married  Wife,  at  her  Husbands  intreaty,  feems 
to  be  founded  on  Don  Quixote  s Novel  of  the  Cu- 
rious Impertinent , and  has  been  the  Subjeil  of 
many  Plays,  as  The  City  Might -cap , Amour ous 
Trincef  o';  The  Curious  Husband, \ <£yc.  This  Play 
was  writ  by  our  Author  as  Amends  to  the  Fair 
Sex,  for  a Play  which  he  had  writ  fome  Years 
before,  and  whofe  very  Title  feem’d  a Satyf 
on  Womankind ; viz. 

IVoman's  JVeather-cochy  a Comedy  ailed  be- 
fore the  King  in  tVhite-haUfzwH  feveral  times 
privately  at  the  JVhite-Friars , by  the  Children 
of  her  Ma  jelly’s  Revels, printed  40.  Lond. 161%.  j 
and  dedicated  to  any  Woman  that  hath  been 
no  Jtreather-cocf  This  Play  is  commended  by  a 
Copy  of  Verfes  writ  by  Mr.  Chapman.  There  is 
one  thing  remarkable  in  this  Play  ;and  which  for 

the 


>^<V  <3L 

b/^?7V  <>/^ ,✓/  <«  C'^  cy^ --  <y-Sz^&  ^ ? 


y\  <pf  ' ys^  /S'* 


1 c 


-H'  g^  ^YY^c  r 


9? 


^2^  A^y~  Y’Y^^y'a^^Z  €~yUPP>  PP*^Yt-<S  <a 

>4^  ^p^xP  ^ x^YXYC^^AgfA  fit*  jtf/Z'tr-e/'  YZ^ZZtA^-  ^/a^y 

^ <eP^cs£g^  yP  ?/A?~  p/£Agy^~  yA^*^ 

cJ^cAxP-cy  ^ Y^>-P~  y^^i^^^^S^ji^yyz^Pxyx^  cx-^PPP  \PPc>-(>^* — • '!^ giPP^ 

PP-orApP  s^'X'C^r  i^'  PyPPul^  — «a-  - PrALt-^ — <PPx^  <=z/%PclJ~  pP- 

,J^*x/  Y^Z^^^yx^gPA^  ^y/^  9^9^)  Y^xAc 

l/^^<-<tv  tpp^l 


^ , £>-X^  C^^YY-Cp  *r*9  ^ 

'7^  s ,&<ypyr^P^ 

P^/pPr^  #LyAL  ^c^>  yj^  y^ 
r c"  . ^ 7 ^ ^ PpP^  <z~<~~uP  9? 

p}  ^ y^c^c^  ryC’  /7^ls 


~/^'Z^Zx* 


* ''"  f—  /r  i^CZ yY-  £/?^?X~  X C^-l  <U^C  * *~J  *^9^ 

'^xL^Aa  x6  A^/j£«~^- 

^9^/Ay  r<9^  i/wyj 

^ AsA  ^.c- 

P Pjt^eSe^/tr  YejA  W 

r*-‘r  t^-i'^-t^''' ■?/-'  S*~  C (-^  ^7  <_  ^..  £,-.  S~  S t I ■ £*-££  , -'^■g  - ■ , - 


* *”■•'  /*-  - L~  (i  -£J^-  — £ 

9p<~  Ys  ■U'. 


~7? 


rP  oP-c  Pa  ^ 


y Y^t. — ' iyP^Z* YZ^t^C  PPP  CyPf^jfP^’  O'X^  CpcPc~  Y^r-X*/  ^S^xP- 


/ A 


<^-**  yP^-c?- ' ~^y/ ay-yPz-  - 


t-O®^  /2o-<r--s/ 


9 

y/P?'? 


P> 


[TT-  ... 

Drsmatick  Poets . 199 

the  Author’s  Credit,  I muft  take  notice  of,  that 
the  Time  of  the  A£iion  is  circumfcrib’d  within 
the  compafs  of  twelve  Hours  ; as  the  Author 
himfclf  obferves  in  the  Conclufion  of  his  Play. 

Mere  was f ? much[what  cannot  Heavenly  Power s) 
ID  one  and  undone , and  done  in  twelve Jhort  hours . 

Richard  Flecknoe,  Efq; 

■ yrt  1 0 ( I • > ft  ; i j • • v 7 i \ o Ci  v » c ) > : ■ v i b - 

This  Gentleman  liv’d  in  the  Reigns  ofKing 
Charles  the  Firft  and  Second;  and  was  as  Fa- 
mous; as  any  in  his  Age,  for  indifferent  Me- 
tre. His  Acquaintance  with  the  Nobility, 
was  more  than  with  the  Mufes ; and  he  had  a 
greater  propenfity  to  Riming,  then  a Genius 
to  Poetry.  He  never  could  arrive  with  all  his 
Induflry,  to  get  but  one  Play  to  be  a£led,and  yet 
he  has  printed  feveral.  He  has  publifht  fundry 
Works,  ( as  he  Riles  them  ) to  continue  his 
Name  to  Pofterity ; tho’  poffibly  an  Enemy  has 
done  that  for  him,  which  his  own  Endeavours 
wotild  never  have  perfe&ed : For  whatever  be- 
come of  his  own  Pieces, his  Name  will  continue 
whilftMr.  Dry  dens  Satyr  call’d  Mack  Flecknoe , 
fhall  remain  in  Vogue.  He  has  publifht  feveral 
Pieces  both  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  which  I have 
feen ; and  he  hath  others  in  print , which  i 
could  never  obtain  a view  of : as  in  particular, 
that  Epiitle  Dedicatory,  to  a Nobleman,  which 
Mr.  Dryden  raillys  fo  feverely  in  his  Dedica- 
tion of  Limberham.  As  to  what  Works  I have 
feen  of  his,  I fhall  give  the  Reader  a particular 
Account,  beginning  firfl  with  his  Plays. 
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T>cwioifeIles  a la  rnode^  a Comedy  printed  in 
oftavo  Lvnd.  i66n-  and  dedicated  to  their 
Graces’ -the -Duke  and  Diitchefs  of  Newcastle > 
more  humbly  than  by  way  of  Epiftle.  This 
Comedy  was  defign’d  by  the  Author  to  have 
been  ailed  by  the  Kings  Servants, as  the  Reader 
may  fee  by  the  Scheme  drawn  by  the  Poet, (hew- 
ing how  he  call  the  feveral  Parts : but  I know 
not  for  what  reafon  -they  refus’d  it.  The.Poet 
indeed  items  to  give  one,  which  whether  true 
or  falfe,  is  not  much  material  ; but  methinks 
it  will  ferve  to  (hew  the  Reader  his  Humour. 

‘ For  the  adling  this  Comedy  {fays  he)  (b)  thofe 
‘ .who- have  the  Governing  of  the  Stage*  have 
* the-ir .Humours,  and  would  be  intimated;  and 
‘ I have  mine,  and  won’t  intreat  them  : and 
L were.aEDramatick  W riders  of  my  miiifcD  they 
‘ {hotiid  wear  their  Old  ¥ lays  Thread*-  bare,  ere 
‘ they  (hould  -have' 'any  JVew)  till  they  better 
‘ underftood  -their  own  Into  reft,  and  how  to  di- 
‘fhngmfh  betwixt  gopd  and; bad.  I know  not 
whether  the  late  Duke  of  Buckingbani thought 
©f  Mr.  Flecknoe  When  he  drew  tho  Charade r 
of  Mn  Bayes  ; but'methfnks  there  is  fome  re- 
femblance'  between  hisj  Anger  at'  the1  Mayers 
being  gone  to  Dinned  without  his  leave,  and 
Mr.  Flee  knee's  Indignation  at  their  Refilling 
his  Play  : Mr.  Btays  Teeming  to  me  to  talk  much 
at  the  Tame  rate,  o How  ! are  the  Players 
c gone  to  Dinner  ? If  they -are,  I’ll  make  them 
‘know  what  his  to  /injure  a Perfon  that-  does 
‘ theni  the  Honour  to  write  for  them  ;•  and  all 
‘ that,  A Company  of  Proud,  Conceited,  Hu- 
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* morouS)  Crofs-grain’d  Perfons ; and  all  that* 

€ I'll  make  them  the  moffc  Contemptible,  Def 
*picable,  Inconfiderable  Perfons,  and  all  that? 
€ia  the  whole  World  for  this  Trick. 

* This  Play  ( as  the  Author  in  his  Preface  ac- 
knowledges) ‘ is  taken  out  of  feveral  Excellent 
^Pieces  of  MoUiere.  The  main  Plot  of  the  Da- 

* moifelles,  out  of  his  Les  Trecieujes  Ridicules  ; 
^the-Counterplot  of  Sganarelle , out  of  his  L’Ef- 
* cole  des  Femmes , and  the  Two  Naturals , out 
*of  lnsLEfcole  des  Maris. 

Erminia , dr  The  Chajl  Lady , printed  8°  Lend. 
166?  and  dedicated  to  the  Fair  and  Virtuous 
Lady,  the 1 Lady  Southcot.  This  Play  ( tho* 
the  Ailcfrs  Names  delign’d  by  the  Authors,  be 
printed  over  againff  the  Dramatis  Terforidi)vt2L% 
fcever  ailed. 

* Love  's  Dominion , a Dramatick  Piece,  full  of 
Excellent  Morality ; written  as  a Pattern  for 
the  Reformed  Stage,  printed  8°  Lond.  16^4.  - 
and  d edi catecT  to  theXad  y Elizabeth  Claypole. 

zv  In  this  Epiftle,  the  Author  infinuates  the  ufe 
of  Plays,  and  begs  her  Mediation  to  gain  Li- 
cence to  a £1  them.  Whether  the  Play  anfwer 
the  Title-page,  or  whether  Mr.  Flecknoe  have 
lo  regularly  obferv’d  the  three  Unities,  I lhall 
leave  to  the  Criticks. 

Love's  Kingdom y a Paftoral-Tragi-comedy ; 
not  as  it  was  ailed  at  the  Theatre  neai 'Lincolns- 
Jnn,  hut  as  it  was  written,  and  fince  correiled  ; 
printed  8°  Lond.  1664.  and  dedicated  to  his  Ex- 
cellency William,  Lord  Marquefs  of  Newcajlle. 
This  Play  is  but  the  former  Play  a little  alter’d, 
with  a new  Title  • and  after  the  King  s Return 

it 
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it  feems,  the  Poet  got  leave  to  have  it  acled; 
but  it  had  the  misfortune  to  be  damn’d  by 
the  Audience,  ( which  Mr.  Flecknoe  Riles 
The  people,  and  calls  them  Judges  without 
Judgment)  for  want  of  its  being  rightly  repre- 
sented to  them.  He  owns  that  it  wants  much 
of  the  Ornament  of  the  Stage ; but  that  ( he 
fays  ) by  a lively  Imagination  may  eafily  be 
fupply'd.  To  the  fame  purpofe  he  fays  of  his 
!DamoifelIes  a la  mode , (i)  c That  together  with- 
* the  Perfons  reprefented,  he  had  fet  down  the 
Comedians  that  he  defign’d  fhould  reprefent 
them  ; that  the  Reader  might  have  half  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  it  a&ed,  and  a lively  Imaf 
gination  might  have  the  pleafure  of  it  all  en- 
tire. ■ . 

I fancy  Mr.  Flecknoe  would  have  been  much 
plehsj’d  with  Readers  of  the  Argive  Gentleman  s 
Humour  defcrib’d  by  Horace  ; (k) 

credehat.  miros  mdire  Tragoedos , 

In  vacuo  hetus  )ejjpf7  plauforq;  Theatro. 

Who  fancy ’d  he  faw  Plays  a£ted  in  the  empty 
Theatre  but  to  others  in  their  right  Sences, 
all  his  Rhetorick  could  not  have  been  able  to 
perfwade  them, that  a Play  notwithftand- 

ijig  the  utmoft  force  of  Imagination)  can  afford 
half  the  pleafiire  with  that  of  aPlay^?^;fince 
the  former  wants  the  Greateft  Ornament  to  a 
Play,  Gracefulnefs  of  Aflion.  But  Mr.  Flecknoe 
was  to  make  the  bell;  of  a Bad-market ; and  fincc 
he  could  not  get  his  Plays  afted,  he  was  to  en- 
deavour to  get  them  to  be  read ; by  labour- 

(i)  Pretace,  [V  ) Eped,  b,z,  Ep.». 
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ing  to  perfwade  people,  that  Imagination 
would  fupply  the  defeft  of  A&ion. 

Marriage  of  Oceanus  and  Britannia , a Mafque, 
which  I never  faw,  and  therefore  am  not  able 
to  give  any  Account  of  it. 

Whether  our  Author  have  any  more  Plays 
in  print,  I know  not ; but  I remember  a Pro- 
logue amongfi  his  Epigrams,  intended  for  a 
Play,  call’d  The  Thyjician  ugainft  his  will,  which 
I believe  might  be  a Tranflation  of  Molliere's 
Le  Medecin  malgre  luy^hut  it  was  never  publifht 
that  I know  of.  As  to  his  other  Works,  they 
^confift  of  Epigrams  and  Enigmatical  Chara-  0 
#er sj  which  are  ufually  bound  up  with  his 
Love's  "Dominion ; at  the  end  of  which  is  a fhort 
Difcourfe  of  the  En^lifh  Stage,  which  I take 
to  be  the  belTlhlng  he  has  extant.  There  is 
another  Book  of  his  Writing,  call’d  T>iarium7 
or  The  Journal  divided  into  twel ve  Jornadas^ 
in  Burlefque  Verfe  - with  fome  other  Pieces, 
printedTi0  Lond.  16 ^ 

^ John  Fletcher,  and  Francis 
Beaumont,  Efq; 

I am  now  arriv’d  at  a brace  of  Authors,  who 
like  the  Diofcuri , Cajlor  and  Tollux,  fucceed- 
ed  in  Conjun&ion  more  happily  than  any 
Poets  of  their  own,  or  this  Age,  to  the  referve 
of  the  Venerable  Shakefpear , and  the  Learned 
and  Judicious  Johnfon.  ’Tis  impoflible  for  m^ 
to  reach  their  Charadters ; and  therefore,  as 
the  Witty  Dr.  Fuller  (])  cites  Bale's  faying  of 
(l)  Chefbire,  p, i8i# 
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Randal  Higden , (m)  That  Tis  no  fhame  to  crave 
aid  in  a Work  too  weighty  for  any  ones  back- 
to  bear  ; I mufi  have  recourfe  to  others  Adi- 
f lance, for  the  Characters  of  this  worthy  pair  of 
Authors.  To  {peak  firft  of  Mr.  Beaumontfic  was 
Matter  of  a good  Wit,  and  a better  Judgment ; 
he  fo  admirably- 'well  underftood  the  Art  of  the 
Stage,  that  even  Jobnfon  himfelf  thought  it 
no  dilparageraent  to  fubmit  his  Writings  to 
his  Correction.  What  a great  Veneration  Ben . 
had  for  him,  is  evident  by  thofe  Verfeshe  writ 
to  him  when  living  (n).  Mr.  Fletcher  s Wit 
was  equal  to  M r.  Beaumont's  Judgment, and  was 
fo  luxuriant;  that  like  fiiperduous  Branches,  it 
was  frequently /prun'd  by  his  Judicious  Partner. 
Thefe  Poets  perfectly  underltood  Breeding,  and 
therefore  fuccefsfully  copy *d  the  Converlation 
of  Gentlethdn,  They  kitew  how  to  deferibe 
the  Mahner^i  of  :the  Age;  and  Fletcher  had  a 
peculiar ‘tallent. in  expreding  all, his  thoughts, 
with  Life  and  BrisknefsV  No  Man  ever  under- 
flood, or  drew  the  Padions  more  lively  than  he; 
and  his  # t yfettiHe r y ' w a s fo  dreffothat  it  ra-  : 
ther  pleas’d,  thi^i  d;fgutte,d  the  modeft  part  of 
his  Audience,  Iii  a word,  ’Fletcher* s Fancy,  and 
Beaumont'*  Judgment  combin’d,  produced  filch 
Plays,  as  will  remain  Monuments  of  their- Wit 
to  all  Poflerity,.  Nay,  Mt\ Fletcher  himfelf  after 
Air.  Beaumont's  Deceafe,  compos’d  feveral  Dra- 
fcmiek  Pieces^which  were  well  worthy  the  Pejqt 
of  fo  gr^at  a Mailer.  Of  this,  the  following 
Lines,  writ  by  that. Excellent  Poet  Mr.  Carthr 
vortght,  are  a proof. 
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Thd  when  All -Fletcher  writ,  and  the  entire 
xjMan  was  indulg'd  unto  that [acred fire,  [fuck. 
His  thoughts fy  his  thoughts  dref, appear  d both 
\ That  ’twas  his  happy  fault  to  do  too  much  ; 

, Who  therefore  wifely  did Jubmit  each  Birth 
To  knowing  Beaumont,  ere  it  did  come  forth  ; 
Working  again , until  he  faid'twas  fit. 

And  made  him  the  Jobriety  of  his  Wit ; 

• Tho'  thus  he  call  d his  fudge  into  his  Fame, 
And for  that  aid  allow  d him  half  the  Name, 
’Tis  known , that  fome  times  he  did  ft  and  alone, 
i That  both  the  fpunge  and pencil  were  his  own  • 
That  himfelf judgd  himfelf  could Jingly  do. 
And  was  at  lafi  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  too . 

Fife  we  had  loft  his  Shepherdefs,  a piece , 
Even , and f moo  th,fprung  from  a finer  fleece. 
Where  Softnefs  reigns,  where  Vaffioris  PaJJions 
Gentle  fy  high, as floods  of  Balfam  meet:  [greet. 
Where, dr  efi  in  white  Exprejfionsflit  bright  Loves, 
‘Drawn, like  their  fair eft  Sateen, by  milky  Doves ; 
A Piece , which  Johnfon,  in  a Rapture  bid. 
Come  up  a glorify  d Work , and  fo  it  did. 

They  who  would  read  more  of  thefe  admi 
rable  Poets  worth,  may  perufe  at  their  leifure 
thofe  excellent  Copys  of  Verfes  printed  with 
their  Works,  written  by  the  prime  Wits  of  the 
Age,  as  Waller,  Denham,  Sir  John  Berkenhead \ 
Dr.  Main,  fyc.  I am  extreamly  forry,  that  I am 
not  able  to  give  any  Account  of  the  Affairs  of 
thefe  Great  Men IVJr.  Beaumont's  Parentage, 
Birth,  County,  Education,  and  Death,  being 
wholly  unknown  to  me  : And  as  to  Mr.  fletcher, 
all  I know  of  him  is,  That 'he  was  Son  to  the 
v > wv.  Erai- 
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Eminent  Richard  Fletcher , created  Bifhop 
Briftoly  by  Queen  Elizabeth  An.  i$$9.  and  by 
her  preferr’d  to  London, iypj.  He  died  in  Lon~ 
Jonot  the  Plagu^n^eFi^Year  of  King 
Charles  the  Martyr, ifoijrTtklng  Nine  and  fourty 
Years  of  Age,  and  was  bury’d  in  St.  Mary  Ove- 
ries  Church  in  Southwark if. 

I beg  my  Reader s Leave  to  infert  the  Infcri- 
ption,  which  I find  writ  under  his  Pi&ure,  by 
that  well  known  Wit,  Sir  John  Berkznheact ; 
which  will  give  the  Reader  a fuller  Know- 
ledge of  his  Abilities  and  Merit,  than  I am  able 
to  exprefs. 


Felicis  <cvi,  ac  Praefulis  Natus  ; comes 
Beaumontio  ; Jic,  quippe  TarnaJJus , Biceps ; 

F LETCHERVSunam  inPyramidafurcas  agcns. 
Struxit  chorum plus  fimplicem  Fates  "Duplex  ; 
Tlus  Duplicemjolus : nec  ullum  tranftulit ; 

JSfec  transferrendus* : Dramatum  <eterni  /dies, 
Anglo  Theatro , Orbi , Sibifuperfiitites. 
FLETCHERE,  facies  abfque  vultu pingitur; 
Quantus  ! vel  umbram  circuit  nemo  tuam , 

Where,  or  when  Mr.  Beaumont  died.  I know 
not ; but  I have  met  with  an  Epitaph, writ  by 
Dr.  Corbet , immediately  after  his  Death,  that 
well  deferves  the  Readers  perufal. 

: ' • XV-  M I 

On  Mr . Francis  Beaumont. 

(Then  newly  dead.) 


He  that  hath  fuch  Acutenef \ and fuch  Wit, 
As  would  askXen  good  Heads  to  husband  it ; 

He 
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He  that  can  write  fo  well , that  no  man  dare 

Refufe  it  for  the  befifet  him  beware : [appearsy 
BEAUMONT  is  dead,  by  whofefole  heath 
Wit's  aDifeafe  confumes  men  in  few  years. 

There  are  two  and  fifty  Plays  written  hy  G 
thefe  worthy  Authors  ; al]  which  are  noyr  ex- 
tant in  one  Volume,  printed  fol.  fond,  imp- 
each of  which  I fhall  mention  Alphabetically. 

Beggers  Bufo,  a Comedy : This  Play  I have 
feen  leveral  times  ailed  with  applaufe. 

Bonduca , a Tragedy.  The  plot  of  this  Play, 
is  borrow’d  from  Tacitus's  Annals  Lib.  14.  See 
Miltons  Hiflory  of  England \ Book  2.  Ubaldim 
de  Vita  delle  Donne  Illujlri  del  Regno  d'  Inghd 
terra , fy  Scotia,  pag.  7,  &c. 

Bloody  Brother , or  Rollo  Duke  of  Normandyy  ^ 
a Tragedy  much  in  requefl ; and  notwithstand- 
ing Mr.  Rymer's  Criticifms  on  it,  (°)  has  ftill 
the  good  fortune  to  Pleafe  : it  being  frequently 
ailed  by  the  prefent  Company  of  Ailors,  at  the 
Queen's  Play-Houfe  in  Dorfet-Garden . The 
Defign  of  this  Play  is  Hiflory  : See  Herodian. . 
lib. 4.  Yjphilini  Epit . Dion,  in  Pit.  Ant. Carac allot. 
Part  of  the  Language  is  copy’d  from  Senecas 
Thebais. 

Captain,  a Comedy.  ^ 

Chances , a Comedy,  reviv'd  by  the  late  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  and  very  much  improv'd ; be- 
ing ailed  with  extraordinary  applaufe  at  the 
Theatre  in  Dorfet-Garden,  and  printed  with 
the  Alterations  Lond.  40  1682.  This  Play  is 
built  on  a Novel  written  by  the  Famous  Spa. 

( 0 ) Trudies  of  the  Uft  Age  coniulered , p.i6,5cc. 
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tiiard Miguel  de  Cervantes,  call’d  The  Lady  Coir 
nelia;  which  the  Reader  may  read  at  large  in 
a Fol.  Vol.  call’d  Six  Exemplary  Novels . 
f Coronation , a Tragi-comedy. 

Coxcomb , a Comedy,  which  was  reviv’d  at 
the  Theatre-Royal,  the  Prologue  being  fpoken. 
by  Jo.  Hains. 

Cupids  Revenge , a Tragedy. 

O Cuftome  of  the  Country . a Tragi-comedy. 
This  is  accounted  an  excellent  Play  ; the  Plot 
of  Rutilio , "Duarte , and  Guyomar,  is  founded  on 
©ne  of  CMalefpinis  Novels,  Deca.6.  Nov.  6. 

Double  Marriage , a Tragedy,  which  has 
been  reviv’d  fome  years  ago ; as  I learn  from  a 
new  Prologue  printed  in  Covent-Garden  Drolle - I 

P-  H-  . . - \ 

Elder  Brother , a Comedy,  which  has  been 

a£ted  with  good  applaufe. 

Faithful  Shepherdef,  a Pafloral,  writ  by  Mr.  i 
Fletcher, and  commended  by  two  Copies  written 
by  the  Judicipus  Beaumont , and  the  Learned 
Johnfon, which  the  Reader  may  read  at  the  end  . 
of  the  Play : See  the  laft  Ed1t.F0Lp.l3  3.  When 
this  Pafloral  was  firft  aCted  before  their  Maje- 
flies  at  Sommerfet  Houfe  on  Twelfth-Night , 
163,3.  inflead  of  a Prologue,  there  was  a Song 
in  Dialogue,  fung  between  a Prieft  and  a 
Nymph,  which  was  writ  by  Sir  IVilltam  D’ A- 
venant*,  and  an  Epilogue  was  fpoken  by  the 
Lady  Mary  Mordant,  which  the  Reader  may 
read  in  Covent-Garden  Drollery,  pag.  86. 

Fair  Maid  of  the  Inn,  a Tragi-comedy.  CMa~ 
r iands  difownmg  Cicfario  for  her  Son,  and 
the  Duke  s Injunction  to  marry  him,  is  related 

by; 


+ 


fJ^Lt^^-e-  ^/t^'  </  r / x^  //<>  SAf  /t^ 

~~  c&tXx/  cA  z^-A^O  {2^C^  * 

2-^  C-A-  <2/£<Ac^  rc^Zy  * 

L ■ - 


/^C*  /*-- 


JgALA* 


^*JLs  A^xx^x^a 


A 

Dramatick  Poztt.  . 2 op 

by  Caujin  in  his  Holy  Courts  and  is  tranfcrib’d 
by  JVanley  in  his  Hiftory  of  Man , Fol.  Book  g. 
Chap.  2,6. 

Falfe  One, a Tragedy. This  Play  is  founded  on 
the  Adventures  of  Julius  Ccefar  in  <yEgypt,  and 
his  Amours  with  Cleopatra.  See  Suetonius, Tin - 
t arch, Dion, Appianflorus , Eutropiusflro/ius,  See. 

Four  ‘Plays,  or  Moral  Reprefentations  in  One  ; 
viz.  The  Triumph  of  Honour  ; The  Triumph  of 
Love  ; The  Triumph  of  Death  ; The  Triumph  of 
Time.  I know  not  whether  ever  thefe  Repre- 
fentations appear’d  on  the  Stage,  or  no.  The 
Triumph  of  Honour  is  founded  on  Boccace  hiss 
Novels,  Day  io.  Nov.  y.  The  Triumph  of  Love , 
on  the  fame  Author,  Day  y.  Nov.  8.  The  Tri- 
umph of  Death  on  a Novel  in  The  Fortunate , 
Deceiv'd, and  Unfortunate  Lovers,  part  g.  Nov'.g. 
i See  befides  Palace  of  Pleafure , Nov.  46.  Belle - 
forejl , &c.  The  Triumph  of  Time , as  far  as  falls 
within  my  difeovery,  is  wholly  the  Authors 
Invention.  - 

Honeft  Mans  Fortune , a Tragi-Comedy.  As 
to  the  plot  of  Montaigne  being  prefer’d  by  La - 
wira  to  be  her  Husband,  when  he  was  in  Ad- 
verfity,  and  leafl  expe&ed : the  like  Story  is 
related  by  Heyvoood  in  his  Hiftory  of  IVomen , 

I Book  9.  pag.  641. 

Humourous  Lieutenant , a Tragi-Comedy 
which  I have  often  feen  a£ted  with  Applaufe. 
The  Charafter  of  the  Humourous  Lieutenant 
refuling  to  fight  after  he  was  cured  of  his 
Wounds,  refembles  the  Story  of  the  Souldicr 
belonging  to  Lucullus  deferib’d  in  the  EpifHes 
of  Horace , Hi.  2.  Ep.  2.  but  the  very  Story  is 
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related  in  Ford's  Apothegms ,p.  30.  How  near 
the  Poet  keeps  to  the  Hiflorian  I niufl  leave  to 
thofe  that  will  compare  the  Play  with  the  Wri- 
ters of  the  Lives  of  Antigonus  and  ‘Demetrius , 
the  Father  and  the  Son.  See  Plutarch's  Life 
of  Demetrius , Diodorus , Juft  in , Appian , &c. 

IJland  Princefs , a Tragi-Comedy.  This  Play 
about  three  Years  ago  was  reviv’d  with  Altera- 
tions by  Mr.  Tatey  being  ailed  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1687.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Lord 
Walgrave. 

o King  and  No  King,  a Tragi-Comedy,  which 
notwithstanding  its  'Errors  difcover’d  by  Mr. 
Rymer  in  his  Criticifms , has  always  been  ailed 
with  Applaufe,  and  has  lately  beqi  rqvtv’d  on 
our  prelent  Theatre  with  fo  great  fuccefs,  that 
we  may  jullly  fay  with  Horace, 

Hecplactiit  femefhxc  decks  repetitapl'aceht . 

. 

sr  Knight  of  the  burning  Pejile , a Comedy.  This 

Play  was  in  vogue Lome  years  fmce,  itLbeing 
reviv’d  by  the  King’s  Houfe,  and  a new  Pro- 
logue (inflead  of  the  old  One  in  profs)  being 
fpoken  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Guin.  The  bringing  the 
Citizen  and  his  Wife  upon  the  Stage,  was  poffi- 
bly  in  imitation  of  Benjohnfons  Staple  of  News 7 
who  has  introduc’d  on  the  Stage  Four  Goffips, 
Lady-like  attir’d,  who  remain  during  the  whole 
Aition,  and  criticife  upon  each  Scene. 

Knight  of  Malta , a Tragi-Comedy. 

Laws  of  Candy , a Tragi-Comedy. 

Little  French  Lawyer , a Comedy.  The  Plot 
is  borrow’d  from  GuJ'man  QtTfcSpanifh  Rogue, 

part 
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part  a.  ch.  4.  The  Story  of  Dinant,  Clermont 
and  Lamira , being  borrtftV’d  from  Ton  Lewis 
deCaJiro , and  Don  Roderigo  de  Montalvo. . T he 
like  Story  is  in  other  Novels  ; as  in  Scan  on’s 
Novel  called  The  FruitUfs  Precaution ; and  in 
The  Cortipldifuni  Companion , 8°  p.  263.  which  is 
i copied  from  the  ab6ve-mentioned  Original. 

Love’s  Cure , or  The  Mtdtiaf Maid,  a Comedy. 

Love’s  Pilgrimage,  a'  Cdhfedy.  This  I' take 
to  be  an  admirable  Comedy.  The  Foundation 
of  it  is  bitilt'orfV  Novel pl'ffiguelde  Cervantes 
called  The  Two  Tamfels.  The  Scene  in  the 
firftAft,  between  Tiego  thd  Hoil:  of  OjjiinaSnd 
Lazaro  his  Oftler,  is  fto Whom  Ben  John/ orfs 
New  Inn : which  I may  relief  term  borrow’d. 
Tor  that  Play  mifcarryiilg  in  the  Aflion,  I 
fuppofe  they  made  ufe  of  it.with  Bens  Content. 

Lover  sRrogreJs,  a Trag'i-Comedy.  This  Play 
is  built  on  a French  Route  rice  written  by' M* 
Daudiguier , caff d Lif adder  and  Calift'a, 

Loyal  Suhj eft,  a Tragicomedy. 

Mad  Lover,  a Tragi-Comedy.  The  Deficit  r 
of  Cleanthes  SubormngThePrieftefs  to  give^a 


Plays.  See  the  tferfes  b.efbr^TheVlTEdidon" 
printed  1647.  and  Cockdin  iToems, pag.i or. 

Maid  in  the  Mill , a Comedy.  This  Play  - 
among!!  othershas  likewite  been  reviv’d  by 
the  Duke  s Ho  ufe.  The  Plot  of  Antonio , Ifme- 
n*a>  Atnintn } i$  borrow’d  from  Gfuttdo,  a 

. O % Ro- 


ianc  V^racie  in  ravour  or  tier  brother  Sypha ; 
is  borrow’d  from  the  Story  6f  Mundus  and  Tat 
/»M,defcrib’d  at  large  by  iofepAusLib.iS.Czp., 
This  Play  Sr.  AJlon  Cockairi^iias  chiefly  con 
mended  in  his  Copv  of  Verfes  on  Mr.  F&tnhrr 
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Romance  tranflated  from  the  Spanifti  of  "Don 
Gonzalo  de  Cejpides,  and  Moneces  ; fee  the  Sto- 
ry of  Don  jayme  pag.  gyo.  As  to  the  Plot 
of  Otr antes  feizing  Florimel  the  Millers  fup- 
pofed  Daughter,  and  attempting  her  Chaflity  ; 
'tis  borrow’d  from  an  Italian  Novel  writ  by 
BandeUo  ; a Tranflation  of  which  into  French y 
the  Reader  may  find  in  Les  Hiftoires  Tragiques 
par  M.  Belief  or ejl^  Tom.  i . Hift.  1 2.  The  fame 
Story  is  related  by  M.  GouJart ; fee  Les  Hi- 
ftoires admirables de  notre  temps 212. 

Maids  Tragedy , a Play  which  has  always  been 
adled  with  great  Applaufe  at  the  King’s  Thea- 
tre ; and  which  had  Rill  continu’d  on  the  Eng- 
lifh  Stage,  had  not  King  Charles  the  Second, 
for  fome  particular  Reafons  forbid  its  further 
Appearance  during  his  Reign.  It  has  fince  been 
reviv’d  by  Mr.  JVatter , the  laft  Adi  having 
been  wholly  alter’d  to  pleafe  the  Court : as  the 
Author  of  the  Preface  to  thefecond  part  of  his 
Poems  informs  us,  and  give  us  further  the  fol- 
lowing Account : ‘Tis  not  to  be  doubted,  who 
c fat  for  the  Two  Brothers  Charadlers.  ’Twas 
c agreeable  to  the  Sweetnefs  of  Mr.  Waller's 
c Temper,  to  foften  the  Rigor  of  the  Tragedy, 
c as  he  exprefles  it ; but  whether  it  be  agree- 
c able  to  the  Nature  of  Tragedy  it  felf,  to  make 
6 every  thing  come  off  eafily,  I leave  to  the  Cri- 
c ticks.  This  laft  Adt  is  publifht  in  the  Second 
Part  of  Mr.  IVaUef  s Poems , printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  165)0. 

c jMa/que  of  Grays -Inn  Gentlemen , and  the 
Inner -Teynple.  This  Mafque  was  written  by 
Mr.  Beaumont  alone,  and  prefented  before  the. 
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King  and  Queen  in  the  Banqueting-houfe  of 
Whitehall,  at  the  Marriage  of  the  Illuftrious 
Frederick  and  Elizabeth , Prince  and  Princefs 
Palatine  of  the  Rhine. 

Monfieur  Thomas , a Comedy,  which  not  long 
fince  appear’d  on  the  prefent  Stage  under  the 
Name  of  Trick  for  Tricky 

Nice  Valour y or  The  PaJJionate  <3fad-man}  a 
Comedy. 

Night  Walker y or  The  Little  Thief  a Comedy, 
which  I have  feen  a£ted  by  the  King’s  Servants, 
with  great  Applaufe , both  in  the  City  and 
Country. 

Noble  Gentleman , a Comedy  which  was  late- 
ly reviv’d  by  Mr.  Durfey,  under  the  Title  of 
The  Fools  Preferment , or  The  Three  Dukes  of 
Dun  ft  able. 

Philaftery  or  Love  lies  a Bleeding:  a Tragic  4? 
Comedy  which  has  always  been  a£led  with  Suc- 
cefs ; and  has  been  the  diverfion  of  the  Stage, 
even  in  thefe  days.  This  was  the  Erft  Play 
that  brought  thefe  Excellent  Authors  in  E- 
fteem ; and  this  Play  was  One  of  thole  that 
were  reprefented  at  the  oldTheatre  in  Lincolns- 
Inn-Fields ? when  the  Women  ailed  alone.  The 
Prologue  and  Epilogue  were  lpoken  by  Mrs. 
<3iarjbaly  and  printed  in  Covent -gar  den  Drollery , 
pag.  18.  About  this  Time  there  was  a Pro- 
logue written  on  purpofe  for  the  Women  by 
Mr.  Dry den , and  is  printed  in  his  tSMifcellany 
Poems  in  o6tavo,  p.  28 y. 

Pilgrim } a Comedy  which  was  reviv’d  fome 
years  lince,  and  a Prologue  fpoke,  which  the 
Reader  may  find  in  Covent-garden  DoJleryy  p.12 . 

O 3 Pro - 
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2 1 4 An  fccpunt  of  the 

Trophetefs  y a Tragical  Hiflory,  \yhich  has 
lately  been  reviv’d  by  Mr.  Dry  den,  under  the 
Title  of  The  Trophetefsy  or  The  Hijlory  of  Dio- 
clefiariy  with  Alterations  and  Additions  alter 
the  manner  of  an  Opera,  repreferped  at  the 
Qijeens  Theatre,  apd- printed  4°  Lond.  1690. 
For  the  Plot  confult  Eifebfts  Lib. 8.  Nicephorus 
Lib.  6.  and  7.  Vopifc.  Car.  & Cat-in.  Aur.  Vitrto- 
rzs  Epitome.  Eutropius  L.  9.  Baronins  An.  a 04. 
&c.  Or  of  us  L.  7,  C.  16.  Coejfeteau  L.io.  fee. 

Sfeen  of  Corinth,  a Tragi-Comedy. 

Rule  a Wife,  and  have  a Wife  , a Tragi-Co- 
medy which  within  thefe  few  years  has  been 
ailed,  with  applaufe  at  the  Queens  Theatre  in 
Dotfet-Garden.  4 

Scoryful Lady,  a Comedy  ailed  with  good  Ap- 
plaufe even  in  thefe  times,  at  the  Theatre  in 
Dorfe (-Garden.^  Mr.  Dry  den  has  condemn’d 
the  Conclufion  of  this  Play  in  reference  to  the 
Converfion  of  GMoor-craft  the  Ufurer  (p);  but 
whether  this  Cataflropjie  be  excufable,  I mull 
leave  to  the  Cnticks. 

Sea  Voyage,  a Comedy  lately  reviv’d  hy  Mr. 
Durfey,  under  the  Titl^  of  The  Common-wealth 
of  Women.  This  Play  is  fuppofed  by  Mr.  ‘Dry- 
den,  (a(s.  I have  obferv'd)  to  be  copied  from 
Shajfjpear  s Tempejl.  ,(?) 

' 1 ’ ' ' ; ' 

The  Storm  which  vanijht  on  the  neighbring  fhort , 

Was  taught  by  Shakelpears  Tempefl firji  to  roar f 

■ That  Innocence  and  Beauty  which  did J mile 

In  Fletcher,  grew  on  this  Enchanted  If e. 

Spanifh  Curat e}  r a Comedy  frequently  reviv’d 

( p)  Dram . EJJayf  p.  35.  (q)  froi.  to  the  Tempc/l, 
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with  general  Applaufe.  The  Plot  of  Ton 
Henrique , Afcanioy  V'lolantc , and  Jacintha , is 
borrow’d  from  Gerardo's  Hiftory  of  Ton  John, 
pag.  2 01.  and  that  -of  Leandro,  Bartolus , Atria - 
rant  ha  and  Lopez,  from  the  Spanifh  Curate  of  the 
fame  Author,  pag.  214.  fee. 
a Thirry^md-  Theodor et , a~3 EiSgedy.  This 
Play  is  accounted  by  fome  an  excellent  old  Play; 
and  therefore  ’tis  pi  tty  the  Compofitor  was  io 
carelefs  in  this  new  Edition  as  to  omit  a great 
part  of  the  lafl  Aft,  which  contains  the  King’s 
behaviour  during  the  Operation  of  the  Poifon 
given  him  by  his  Mother  ; and  which  is  as 
moving  as  any  part  of  the  Play.  This  Imper- 
feftion  may  be  fupply’d  frotp  the  Copy  printed 
in  quarto,  and  I hope  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Copy,  wilFtake  care  in  the  next  Impreffion  to 
do  juflice  to  thefe  admirable  Authors. 

(*)  c For  BeaumontV  Works  and  Fletcher V 
Jhould  come  forth , 

c With  all  the  Right  belonging  to  their  W nth. 


The  Plot  of  this  Play  is  founded  on  Hiflory. 
See  the  French  Chronicles  in  the  Reign  of 
Clot  air  e the  Second.  See  Fredegarius  Schoiafti - 
cusy  Aimoinus  Monachus  Floriacen/is , T)e  Serres , 
Mezeray , Crifpin , &c. 

Two  Noble  Kin/men,  a Tragi-Comedy.  This 
Play  was  written  by  Mr.  Fletcher , and  Mr. 
Shake fptar.  o 

V alentiniatiy  a Tragedy  reviv’d  not  long  ago 
by  that  GfeatWT,  the  Earl  of  Rochejler  ; afted 
at  the  Theatre-Royal,  and  printed  in  quarto 

(*)  Cockaii'i  Hpigr.  L.  i E;>. 
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2 1 6 - An  Account  of  the 

/ - \ 

t68y.  with  a Preface  concerning  the  Author 
and  his  Writings.  For  the  Plot  fee  the 
Writers  of  thofe  Tjmes;  as  CaJJidori  Chron.  ; 
Amm.  GMarcell.  Hi  ft.  Evagrius  Lib.  2.  Troco- 

PiUSj  &C. 

Wife  for  a Month , a T ragi-Comedy.  This 
Play  is  in  my  poor  Judgment  well  worth  revi- 
ving, and  with  the  alteration  of  a judicious 
Pen,  WGuld  be  an  excellent  Dramma.  The  Cha- 
rader  and  Story  of  Alphonfo , and  his  Brother 
Frederick's  Carriage  to  him,  much  refembles 
the  Hiftory  of  'Sant ho  the  Eighth,  King  of  Leon . 
I leave  the  Reader  to  the  perufal  of  his  Story 
in  Mari anci^  and  Louis  de  GM ay  erne  Turquet. 

-f  Wild-Goofi  Chafe , a Comedy  valued  by  the 
beR  Judges  of  Poetry. 

Wit  at  fever al  Weapons ^ a Comedy  which  by 
fome  is  thought  very  diverting ; and  poflibly 
was  the  Model  on  which  the  Characters  of 
the  Elder  Tallatme  and  Sr.  GMorglay  Thwack 
were  built  by  Sr.  William  TF Avencmt)  in  his 
Comedy  call’d  The  Wits. 

Wit  without  Money , a Comedy  which  I have 
feen  aded  at  the  Old  Houfe  in  little  Lincolns - 
Inn-Fields  with  very  great  Applaufe  ; the  part 
of  Valentine  being  play’d  by  that  compleat  Ador 
Major  cJMohun  deceas’d.  This  was  the  firfl  Play 
that  was  aded  after  the  Burning  the  King’s 
Houfe  in  Drury -lane : a New  Prologue  being 
writ  for  them  by  Mr.  Dryden , printed  in  his 
GMifiellany  Toems  in  odavo ,/?. 

Woman  Hater,  a Comedy.  A This  Play  was 
reviv’d  by  Sr.  William  D'  Avenant,  and  a new 
prologue  (inflead  of  the  pld  One  writ  in  profe) 
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was  fpoken,  which  the  Reader  may  perufe  in 
Sir  WiUiam\  Works  in  Fol.  p.  249.  This  Play 
was  one  of  thofe  writ  by  Fletcher  alone. 

Women  pleas  d,  a Tragi-comedy.  The  Comi- 
cal parts  of  this  Play  throughout  between  Bar- 
tello , Lopez,  Jfahella , and  Claudio , are  founded 
on  feveral  of  Boccace's  Novels : See  Day  7. 
Nov.  6.  and  8.  Day  8.  Nov.  8. 

Womans  Prize , or  the  Tamer  tanid \ a Come- 
dy, written  on  the  fame  foundation  with  Shake - 
[pears  Taming  of  the  Shrew ; or  which  we  may 
better  call  a Second  part  or  counter-part  to 
that  admirable  Comedy.  This  was  writ  by  Mr. 
Fletcher  s Pen  likewife. 

I wifh  I were  able  to  give  the  Reader  a 
perfeil  Account  what  Plays  He  writ  alone  ; 
in  what  Plays  he  was  affifled  by  the  Judicious 
Beaumont , and  which  were  the  Plays  in  which 
Old  Thil.MaJJinger  had  a hand : but  Mr.  Charles 
Cotton  being  dead,  I know  none  but  Sir  Ajlon 
Cockain  (if  he  be  yet  alive)  that  can  fatisfy  the 
World  lh  this  particular : all  that  I can  fay,  is 
that  molt  of  thefe  Plays  were  ailed  at  the 
Globe  and  Blacky  Friars,  in  the  Time  of  thofe 
Ailors  Taylor , Lowin,  Burbage , [yc.  This  Ac- 
count I receiv’d  from  Sir  Ajlon  Cockairi s Poems, 
who  writ  an  Epiflle  to  his  Cofen  Charles  Cotton , 
( r)  concerning  thefe  excellent  Authors,  part 
of  which  I {hall  tranfcribe  for  the  Readers  bet- 
ter Satisfa&ion,  and  becaufe  his  Poems  are  not 
very  common. 


( r ) Poems  QftcivO)  p.  9 u 
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2 1 8 An  Account  of  the 

'Tis  true7 Beaumont  ^//Fletcher  loth  were fuch 
Sublime  JVitsyione  could  them  admire  too  much  ; 
They  were  our  Englijh  F ole-Star  s,  and  did  bear 
Between  them  all  the  IV irld  of  Fancy  clear : 

But  as  two  Suns  when  they  do  fhine  to  us7 
The  Air  is  lighter , they  prodigious  ; 

So  while  they  livd  ana  writ  together , we 
Had  Flays  exceeded  what  we  hop'd  to  fee. 

But  they  writ few  ; for  youthful  Beaumont foon 
By  Death  eclipfed  was  at  his  high  Noon. 
Surviving  Fletcher  then  did  Fenn  alone 
Equal  to  both7  ( pardon  Comparifon  ) 

And  fuffer  d not  MeGlobe^Black-F  riar\r  Stage 
T’  envy  the  Glories  of  a former  Age. 

As  we  in  Humane  Bodies  fee  that  lofe 
An  Eye7  or  Limb7  the  Vertue  and  the  Ufe 
Retreat  into  the  other  Eye  or  Limb7 
And  makes  it  double.  So  I fay  of  him  : 

Fletcher  was  BeaumontV  Heir^and  did  inherit 
His  fearching  Judgment yand  unbounded  Spirit . 
His  Flays  were  printed  therefore , as  they  were 
Of  Beaumont  too,  becaufe  his  Spirit' s there. 

I know  no  Poems  writ  by  Mr.  Fletcher  ; but; 
Mr.  Beaumont  has  a Poem  extant  call’d  Salma- 
cis  & Hermaphroditus,  printed  JLond.  40  1602. 
and  which  was  again  re-printed  with  his  Elegy 
of  Love ; Elegies,  Sonnets,  and  other  Poems,A 
2°Lond.i6?i.  Our  Author  joyn’d  with  the 
Famous  Johnfon7  and  Middleton , in  a Comedy 
called  The  IVidow.  Of  this  Play,  fee  more  un- 
der the  Name  of  Ben.  Johnfon. 

John 
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John  Ford.e  r 

A Gentleman  of  the  tIMiddle -Temple,  -who 
liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Fird: 
Who  was  a Well-wiflier  to  the  Mufes,  and  a 
Friend  and  Acquaintance  of  mod  of  the  Poets 
of  his  Time.  He  was  not  only  a Partner  with 
Rovriy,  and  "Decker  in  the  FFitcb  of  ' Edmonton , 
(of  which  fee  an  Account  in  Rowly)  and  with  0 
Decker , in  The  Suns  Darling,  but  writ  like- 
wife  himfelf  feven  Plays ; molt  of  which  were 
a<dcd  at  the  Phoenix,  and  the  Black- Friars : and 
may  be  known  by  an  Anagram  indead  of  his 
Name,  generally  printed  in  the  Title-page,  viz. 

FIDE  HONOR . 

He  was  more  adduced  to  Tragedy,  than  Co- 
medy ; which  occafion’d  an  Old  Poet  to  write 
thus  of  him. 

Deep  in  a Dump  John  Ford  vcas  alone  got 

IVith  folded  Arms,  and  melancholy  Hat. 

I lhail  give  an  Account  of  his  Plays  Alpha- 
betically, and  place  The  Suns  Darling  in  its 
order,  becaufe  the  greated  part  of  it  was  writ 
by  our  Author. 

Broken  Heart,  a Tragedy  a£ted  by  the  Kings 
Majedies  Servants,  at  the  private  Houfe  in 
Black-Fryars , printed  40  Lond.  1635.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  mod  Worthy  Deferver  of  the  No- 
bled  Titles  in  Honour,  JViUiam  Lord  Craven , 
Baron  of  Hamftead-Marjhal.  The  Speakers 
Names  are  fitted  to  their  Qualities;  and  mod 
pf  them  are  deriv’d  from  (fra^Etimologies. 

Fancies 
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& Fancies  Ch aft  and  Noble , a Tragi-comedy, 

y y prelented  by  the  Queen  Majefties  Servants,  at 

the  "Phoenix  in  "Drury  Lane\  printed  40  Lond. 
1638.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Noble  Lord, 
the  Lord  Randell Macdonell , Earl  of  Antrim  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  This  Play  is  ufher’d 
into  the  World  by  a Copy  of  Verles,  written 
by  Mr.  Edward  Greenfield. 

Ladies  Ttyal,  a Tragi-comedy  ailed  by  both 
their  Majefties  Servants,  at  the  private  Houfe 
in  Drury  Lane ; printed  40  Lond.  1639.  and  de- 
dicated to  his  Defervingly  Honoured  John 
LVyrley  Efq;  and  to  the  Virtuous  and  Right 
worthy  Gentlewoman  Mrs.  Mary  IVyrley  his 
Wife. 

q Lovers  Melancholy , a Tragi-comedy  ailed  at 

the  private  Houfe  in  the  BlacfFryars,  and 
publickly  at  the  Globe  by  the  Kings  Majefties 
Servants ; printed  40  Lond.  1629.  and  dedicated 
to  his  moll  worthily  Refpeited  Friends,  Na- 
thaniel Finch , John  Ford \ Efquires ; Mr.  Henry 
Blunt , Mr.  Robert  RUice , and  all  the  red  of 
the  Noble  Society  of  Grays-Inn.  This  Play  is 
commended  by  four  of  the  Author’s  Friends ; 
one  of  which  who  ftiles  himfelf  ’O  $/a©-,  writ' 
the  following  Tetraflick. 

9Tis  not  the  Language  nor  the  fore-placd  Rimes 
Of  Friends , that fall  commend  to  after -times 
The  Lovers  Melancholy : Its  own  JVorthy 
Without  a borrow d Praife , fall fet  it  forth . 

The  Author  has  Embellifht  this  Play  with 
fevcral  Fancies  from  other  Writers,  which  he 
has  appofitely  brought  in  j as  the  Story  of  the 

Con- 


+- 


£/  4*-^  <s~V  y/'t~-t*^ 7 /^Lc^r  r*> 

^y  C^£r~ &r^.  c^c—  e^/ ^^z^ss-e^f-ty^ 

/L  ^ 


{£>  J&cj  Sv~  ^L*  (Z^&cl-  yL^  s 

tZcs  cz/*.  ^ //4.fr 


Vjh3^  <S*^-c-C- 

r *-Z4^C> 


r^- — c^7-t--  — - 1-^  »-  •— * — jrs-i*'  t—T  r '-'- t-> 

2^  y a^y/t-c>  ^ y/zL+^c-,  cJ? 

tJ^s  ^*-*^*S  %sddsdzA^ — -c-  O^^-y 

c£&-z^yC  s»  -*_  yp) 

c^~  tj  yyf £ 


'csL 

o^' 


M.Sr 

SZ^d<L  <S£c^ui” 


&&y. 


— - --  — 


C^P^rTZ*/ 
0 U^ 


t^-^t'-t^y 


-,  - --  - ^ S'T  '7 'i* 

Ai^  ^ 7^  JLJL.U:C^  <~*~j 

Tt^-C  * -?■  ’ ' * * -«-  «-^^-0'^/-^-  A^l  ^/,  &***>  '•  ■/Sr-y , /<^>  /£*/ 

^ ^7  /^s&^c/r  //4s~  <r^' 

' ^ r'  r '11  ‘y^ S 7^<’-y^!  '/  !?  e:yt-  < *7  c^7c  S'-L'-y  ft  1 r I trf r *z  /■ 

cJ^~y  pf T^yt^^y  *&zr 

’ ^/y-jty^/y  &Zyy^ 
gyyy^y/  T^S^ J^-r^-^-a^  /£*-'  0- 

'^i*-  * "<*  'l 7*  (,y~'-t  ~ <i-'i  *-  7^^y^  v ^ g^'  y^^y 

cjL^Sc^y^oU  y ^^c/  y>y7  c^yZ^L'-i---  c~7  ^ 

<£<^£*6/  yta . yt~-&S  a^-^yU;/  J@.y/^,  -7  t, 

fS^^-r^^yy? s/<±,  /-  c^  Jy^  rjLS-J^ 

*7?  <~^~  e A ^^f^r/tc^-t-- 

*-'t>v  ^ / S?  yf 

"t-  yr4yy , \y£yj^  ^ 

y^/^y  j!e^*y  jL^rl-  ^ ^ y^Cy£y,^  i^JTZ^X 


/4j  y'Z-n  ^r. 


J7*J-  fy  yy 


/$»/  V t-- 


tJ^'e  r . ts'y'yr  /j?y*  ^y^Usty 


■e  \ 

Drmatick  Poets . 221 

Contention  between  the  Mufician  and  the 
Nightingale  ; defcrib’d  in  Strada's  Academical 
Prolufions,  Lib.a.  Prol.6.  which  begins, 

Jam  Sole  medio  pronus  dejluxerat  Orbe,lLc. 

A Definition  and  Defcription  of  Melancholy, 
copied  from  the  Ingenious  Mr.  Rob.  Burton's 
Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  fee. 

Love's  Sacrifice,  a Tragedy,  receiv’d  gene, 
rally  well ; a£led  by  the  Queens  Majeflies  Ser. 
vants,  at  the  Thcenix  in  Drury  Lane ; printed  40 
Lond.  161 3.  and  dedicated  to  his  truefl  Friend, 
his  worthiefl  Kinfman,^#  Ford  of  Gray'  s- Inn 
Elquirc;  There  is  a Copy  of  Verfes  printed 
before  this  Play,  written  by  that  Dramatick 
Writer  Mr.  James  Shirley . 

Ter  kin  Warbeck , a Chronicle  Hiflory,  and  x 0 
Strange  Truth, a<fted(fometimes)by  the  Queens 
Majesties  Servants  in  Drury  Lane\  printed  40 
Lond.  1634.  and  dedicated  to  the  Rightly  Ho* 
nourable  William  Cavendijh  Earl  of  Newcafilc „ 
This  Play  as  feveral  of  the  former,  is  attended 
with  Verfes  written  by  Four  of  the  Authors 
Friends ; one  of  which  is  his  Kinfman  above- 
mentioned.  The  Plot  is  founded  on  Truth, 
and  may  be  read  in  mod  of  the  Chronicles  that 
have  writ  of  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  VII. 
See  Gmtm,  Tolidore  Virgil,  Hollingfhead , Speedy 
Stow , SalmemtyDu  Chefne,  Martyn , Bakery 
Gaynsford's  Hiflory  of  Terkin  Warbeck , &c. 

Sun's  Darling,  a Moral  Mask,  often  prefent- 
ed  by  their  Majeflies  Servants,  at  the  Cockzph 
in  Drury  Lane , with  great  applaufe ; printed 
40  Lond.  i6$"~j.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Ho. 
nourable  Thomas  Wriathefiey , Earl  ol  South. 
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dtnpton.  This  Play  was  written  ( as  I have 
faid)  by  our  Author  and  Decker , but  not  pub- 
lifht  till  after  their  Deceale.  A Copy  of  Verfes 
written  by  Mr.  Tateham , is  the  Introdu- 

£Hon  to  the  Mafque ; at  the  Entry  whereof 
the  Reader  will  find  an  Explanation  of  the  De- 
fign,  alluding  to  the  Four  Scafons  of  the  Year. 

its  pity  Jhes  a whore , a Tragedy  printed  q.o 
I can  give  no  further  Account  of  the  Title- 
page,  or  Dedication,  mine  being  loft.  All  that 
I can  fay  is,  that  it  equalls  any  of  our  Author’* 
Plays  ; and  were  to  be  commended,  did  not  the 
Author  paint  the  inceftuous  Love  between  <?/- 
ovanniy  and  his  Sifter  Attnabella 7 in  too  beauti- 
ful Colours. 

M.cMmJfanly  fays,(f)  that  this  Author  was  ve- 
ry beneficial  to  the  Red- Bully  and  Fortune  Play- 
Houfes ; as  may  appear  by  the  Plays  which  he 
wrote;  tho’  the  Reader  may  fee  by  the  fore- 
going Account  that  he  takes  his  Information 
upon  truft,  or  elfe  the  Plays  he  has  feen  are  of 
different  Editions  from  thofe  I have  by  me: 
but  I rather  believe  the  former,  fince  I have 
found  him  fubje£t  to  feveral  Miftakes  of  this 
Nature. 

r Thomas  Ford^ 

' . ' . , 

An  Author,  who  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 

Charles  the  Firft,  who  publiflit  a Dramatick 
Poem,  call’d 

O Love's  Labyrinth,  or  The  Royal  Shepherdefs , 
a Tragi-comedy,  printed  8 °Lond.  1660.  This 
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Play  is  commended  by  two  Copies  of  Verfes:  but 
whether  ever  it  appear’d  on  any  Stage,  I cannot 
determine;  only  this  I know,  that  part  of  this 
Play  is  ffollen  from  Gomerfals  Tragedy  of  Sfor- 
za  Duke  of  Millain.  Mr.  ‘Philips  thro’  miffcake 
afcribes  this  Play  to  the  above-mention  ci  Mr. 

] John  Ford. 

This  Author  has  writfeveral  other  Pieces, 

! Virtus  Rediviva,  a Panegyrick  on  King  Charles 
the  Martyr^  A Theatre  of  Wits,  being  a Col- 
lection of  apothegms  ;A  Fenejlrd  in  Peflore ; a 
or  a Century  of  Familiar  Letters  : Fragments 
Poetica;  or  Poetical  Diverfions  : A^anegyrick 
on  the  Return  of  King  Charles  the  Second.  All 
thefe  Pieces,  with  the  fore-going  Play,  are 
printed  together  in  8 °Lond.  1661-# 

John  Fountain. 

A Gentleman  who  flourifn’d  in  P>e*uonJhire9 
at  the  time  of  his  Majefty  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond his  Return  ; and  was  the  Author  of  a 
Angle  Play  nam’d, 

Reward  of  Virtue , a Comedy,  printed  in  4®. 
Lond.  1 661.  This  Play  was  not  defign;d  for  the 
Stage  by  the  Author ; but  about  eight  Years  af- 
ter th^  firft  printing,  Mr.  Fountain  being  dead, 
it  was  reviv’d  with  Alterations,  by  Mr!  Shad- 
well^  and  ailed  with  good  Applaufe,  under  the 
Title  of  7 be  Royal  Shepherdefs. 

Abraham  Fraunce. 

An  Ancient  W riter  who  liv’d  in  the  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth , and  was  the  Author  of  a 

Book 
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Book  called.  The  Countefs  of  Pembroke  j*  A/y 
Church ; which  Title  in  former  Catalogues  was 
fet  down  as  the  Name  of  a Play  in  2 Parts,  tho’ 
in  reality*  there  is  but  one  Dramatick  Piece, 
call’d, 

Amintas\  Taftoral>  being  the  firft  part  of  the 
Book,  printed  a* Lond.  iypi.  and  dedicated  to 
theRight  Excellent  and  rtiofl:  Honourable  Lady, 
the  Lady  Mary,  Countefs  of  Tembroke.  This 
Play  is  writ  in  Englijh  Hexameters , and  is  a 
Tranflation  from  Tajfos  Aminta ; which  was 
done  into  Latin  by  one  Mr.  JVatfonJae.^ ore  this 
Verfion  was  undertaken  by  our  Author.  He 
owns  that  he  has  fomewhat  alter’df^Sig  t.7ajfds 
Italian } and  Mr.  JValtoris  Latine  Amintas , to 
make  them  both  one  Englijh <yv 

Notwithftandmg  Mr.  Chapman  in  his  Tranfi  ! 
lation  of  Homer , and  Sir  T hi  lip  Sidney  in  his 
Eclogues , have  pra£lic’d  this  way  of  Writing ; 
yet  this  way  of  Imitating  the  Latin  Meafures 
ofVerfe,  particularly  the  Hexameter ^ is  now 
laid  afide,and  the  Verfe  of  Ten  Syllables, which 
we  Rile  Heroick  Ferfe,  is  moft  in  ufe.  If  this 
Tranflation  be  allow’d  grains  for  the  time  when 
’twas  writ,  ’twill  be  excus’d  by  the  more  mode- 
rate Cnticks  ; tho’  if  compar’d  with  the  Tranf- 
lation which  was  afterwards  printed  in  1628. 
or  that  more  Modern  Verfion  done  by  Dancer y 
at  the  King’s  Return,  ’twill  appear  inferior  to 
either  in  Value. 

The  Second  Part  goes  under  the  Title  of 
ThiUis  Funeral ; and  it  is  writ  in  the  form  of 
Eclogues , being*  divided  by  the  Author  into 

(0  Epift.  Ued. 
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twelve  Parts,  which  he  ffciles  Days.  This  Poem 
is  like  wife  writ  in  Hexameters  ; to  which  is 
annext  in  the  fame  Meafhre,  The  Lamentation 
of  Cory  don  for  the  Love  of  Alexis.  This  is  a 
Tranflation  of  the  fecorid  Eclogue  of  Virgil  o 
Verfefor  Verfe.  The  Author  added  likewife 
the  begining  of  The  OEthidpick  Hiftory  of  He - 
liodorus , in  the  lame  Species  of  Metre. 

With  thefe  Pieces  are  commonly  join’d  an^ 
other  of  our  Authors  Writing , call’d  The 
Countefs  of  Tembrokes  Emanuel;  Containing 
the  Nativity,  Paffion,  Burial,  and  Refur region 
of  Chrifl ; together  with  certain  Pfalms  of 
David,  all  in  Englijh  Hexameters ; printed  in 
quarto  Lond.  iypi.  and  dedicated  to  the  Right 
Excellent  and  moll:  Honourable  Lady,  the  Lady 
dMary,  Countefs  of  Tembroke  ; by  the  follow- 
ing Diflick.  £ 

Mary  the  bejl  Mother fends  her  bejl  Babe  to  a 
Mary, 

Lord  to  a Ladies  Sight , and  Chrijl  to  a Chriffoan 
Hearing. 

Mx.Thiltips  fays  (u),  That  he  writ  fome  other 
things  in  Hexameter , and  Tentameter , and  the 
lame  writes  Mr.  fVinjflanley  (x) : tho’  I doubt  the 
former  takes  his  Opinion  upon  Trull,  and  the 
later  does  not  I believe  know  a Tentameter  from 
an  Afclepiade  V£rfe.  The  truth  is,  there  are  no 
Tentameter s throughout  the  Volume:  but  in  the 
laft  Aft,  there  is  a Scene  between  ThiUis  and 
Amintas  (which  whether  it  be  in  the  Original, 

I queition)  where  this  pair  of  Lovers  fing 
\)  Midtrn  Posts,  p.3^  (s)  Lives  of  ihe  Poets, 
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fome  Afclepiades , which  I fuppofe  is  the  Occa- 
fioriof  the  miftake:  tho’ I cannot  but  wonder 
at  Mr.  fVinftanley\  negligence,  that  when  he 
copied  out  the  begining  of  Heliodorus^ he  fhould 
not  inform  himfelf  better ; but  I hope  my  fmall 
pains  may  be  ferviceable  to  his  next  Impreflion. 
Neither  is  his  Conjecture  lefs  probable  con- 
cerning the  time  of  our  Author’s  Death, which 
he  fuppofes  was  about  the  former  part  of  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  this  can  not#be, 
fince  our  Author  was  alive  at  the  publication 
of  his  Book,  which  was  in  the  Year  iypi.  and 
in  the  Thirty-third  Year  of  her  Reign:  tho’ 
how  long  after  he  furviv’d  I know  not. 

Q Sir  Ralph  Freeman. 

i/"  A Gentleman  who  during  the  late  Troubles 
bufied  himfelf  in  Poetry,  and  writ  an  excel- 
lent Tragedy  call’d  Imperiale , printed  in  quarto 
Lond.  1 6 xt-  and  dedicated  to  his  Ancient  and 
Learned  F riend,  John  Morris  Efquire.  I know 
not  whether  ever  this  Play  was  aCled;  but 
certainly  it  far  better  defer v a to  have  appear’d 
on  the  Theatre  than  many  of  our  modern  Farces 
that  have  ufurp’d  the  Stage,  and  depos’d  its 
lawful  Monarch,  Tragedy.  The  Compofitor 
maim’d  the  lafh  A£1  by  fettmg  the  Sheet  [I] 
falfe,  fo  that  ’tis  pretty  difficult  to  make  out 
the  five  firft  Scenes  : The  Cataftrophe  of  this 
Play  is  as  moving  as  raoft  T ragedies  of  this  Age, 
and  therefore  our  Author  chofe  a proper  Lem- 
ma for  the  Frontiipiece  of  his  Play,  in  that 
Verfe  of  Ovid. 

Omne  Genus  Script  i gravitate  Tragcedia  vine  it. 

The 
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The  Story  on  which  this  Play  is  built  is  re- 
lated by  many  Authors,’  as  Tontanus , Budauss 
T reafury  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Times  ; Beards 
Theatre  of  Gods  Judgment  's,  part  1.  p.  427.  and 
part  2.  p.^-  Wanlefs  Hiliory  of  Man,  Book  4. 
Chap.  1 i.  Goiilart  Hijioires  admirables  de  notre 
temps,  tom.  1.  p.  362.  The  Story  is  related  at 
large  in  Bandellds  Italian  Novels ,fee  the  French 
Tranflation  by  Belleforejl , Tom.  2.  p.  242. 

* Ulpiari  Fulwel. 

An  Ancient  Writer,  of  whom  I can  give  no 
other  Account, than  that  he  lived  in  theReign  of 
QElizab.  and  publilht  a Dramatical  Piece  call’d 
Like  will  to  Like,  quoth  the  Devil  to  the  CoU 
Tier , an  Interlude,  wherein  is  declared  what 
punifhments  follow  thofe  that  will  rather  live 
Licentioufly , than  efteem  and  follow  good 
Counfel.:  And  what  Benefits  they  receive  that 
apply  themfelves  to  virtuous  Living,  and  good 
Exercifes;  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  15B7.  This 
Interlude  is  fo  contriv’d  that  Five  may  eafily 
play  it.  'Tis  printed  in  an  old  Black  Letter ; 
the  Prologue  is  writ  in  Alternate  Verfe,  and 
the  whole  Play  is  writ  in  Rime  fuch  as  it  is : 
however  it  might  have  fuited  with  Mr .Dryderis 
Defign  (?)  to  prove  the  Antiquity  of  Crambo 9 
far  better  than  the  Tragedy  of  Gorbuduc, which 
was  writ  in  Blank  Verfe ; whereas  this  Play  is 
tag’d  with  Rimes  throughout,  and  is  Three 
Years  Older  than  the  other,  that  not  being 
printed  till  the  Year  ifpo.Q 
(y)  Piet,  liival  Urtfes;  ^ 
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G. 


George  Gascoigne,  Efq; 


His  Gentleman  I can  give  no  further  Ac- 
count of,  than  that  he  flourifht  in  the  be- 
gining  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; that 
he  was  a Member  of  the  Honourable  Society  of 
Gray’s-fnn,  and  was  the  Parent  of  fever al  Po- 
etical Works,  amongft  which,  are  Four  Dra- 
matick  Pieces,  of  which  I fhall  firft  difcourfe. 

Glafs  of  Government , a Tragical  Comedy,  fo 
intituled,  becaufe  therein  are  handled  as  well 
the  Rewards  for  Virtues,  as  alfo  the  Punifh- 
ments  for  Vices.  Seen  and  allowed,  according 
to  the  Order  appointed  in  the  Queens  Maje^ 
flies  Injunctions ; printed  in  quarto  Lond.ifir. 
At  the  begining  of  this  Play  I find  the  follow- 
ing Hexaftick. 

In  Comoediam  Gafcoigni , Carmen  B.C. 

Hate  nova , non  vetus  eft,  Angli  Comcedia  Vatis , 
Chrifius  adejf  San  ft  as  nil  niji Janfta  decent, 

Gr&cia  vaniloquos  genuit,  turpefq;  Toetasy 
Vix  qui  fyncere  fcriberat  unus  erat. 

Idvereor  noBro  ne pojjit  dicier  <evoy 

Vana  precor\aleanty  veraprecor  place  ant. 

This  Play  is  printed  in  a Black  Letter  as  are 
all  his  Works : ?tis  writ  in  profe  with  a Chorus 
between  each  Aft,  which  with  the  Prologue, 
are  all  in  Verfe. 

Jocajla , a Tragedy  written  in  Greek  by  Em- 
yipides,  tranflated  and  digefled  into  Acts  by  our 
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Author,  and  Mr.  Franc/s  Kinvceltnerjhe  of'  Grays 
Inn , and  there  prefented,  and  printed  in  quarto 
Lotid.  i$$6.  Each  Ail  of  this  Play  is  intro- 
duc’d by  a Dumb  fhew,  (which  in  thofe  times 
was  the  mode  in  Tragedies)  and  concluded  by 
a Chorus.  The  Firfl,  Fourth,  and  lafl  Ails  were 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Kinwelmerfhe , the  Second 
and  Third  by  our  Author : and  the  Epilogue 
was  writ  by  Mr.  Chrijlopher  Te  her  ton,  in  Alter- 
nate Rime. 

This  is  the  only  Play  of  that  ancient  Trage- 
dian, that  to  my  Knowledge  is  tranflated  into 
Englifh : tho’  our  Language,  and  the  Know- 
ledge of  this  Age,  be  far  more  proper  for  Trans- 
lations, now,  than  in  that  time  our  Author  o 
flourifht.  That  I may  not  be  wanting  in  my 
Refpeil  to  thofe  Worthy  Ancients,  which  by 
any  of  my  Country-men  are  Naturaliz’d, I fhall 
give  Some  Account  of  them  and  their  Writings 
as  opportunity  fhall  offer  it  Self;  and  therefore  I 
crave  leave  to  lay  hold  of  this,  to  fpeak  a word 
or  Two  of  Euripides. 

This  Poet  was  flifd  the  Tragick  Philofopher, 
and  was  born  at  Phyla  a Town  in  Attica , in 
the  7^  Olympiade,  and  in  the  274  Year  after 
the  Building  of  Rome.  Prodius  taught  hitn 
Rhetorick,  after  which  he  made  a Voyage  to 
lAZgypt,  with  Plato , to  vifit  the  Learned  Men 
there,  and  to  improve  himfelf  by  their  Con- 
versation. He  was  alfo  a Friend  of  Socrates , 
and  Some  have  believed  that  this  Philofopher 
aflifled  him  in  the  Coitopofition  of  his  Trage- 
dies. He  went  from  Athens  diflatisfied  with 
the  People,  for  preferring  theComick  Writers 
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before  him  ; and  retir’d  to  the  Court  of  Arche- 
laus  King  of  Macedonia  about  th&year  of  Rome 
338.  This  Prince  confer’d  many  Favours  on 
him,  and  had  a great  value  for  him.  It  hap- 
pen’d at  that  time,  that  a certain  perfon  nam’d 
Decamnion, having  raillied  him  about  hisBreath 
(which  was  not  over  agreeable)  Archelaus  fent 
him  to  Euripjdes , to  be  punifht  at  his  pleafure. 
This  fo  exafpe rated  ‘Dec amnion  both  againft 
the  King  and  the  Poet,  that  for  the  fake  of  Re- 
venge he  join’d  with  other  Confpirators  in  the 
Afladination  of  the  for  pier,  and  fet  Dogs  upon 
the  later,  which  foon  devour’d  the  Objedt  of  his 
Hatred.  Some  fay,  that  this  Misfortune  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Brutality  of  thofe  irrational 
Creatures,  by  accident,  and  not  defign.  Others 
again  relate,  that  he  receiv’d  his  Death,  from 
fome  inhumane  Women,  againft  whom  he  had 
fo  me  what  too  bitterly  inveigh’d.  I remember 
a pleafant  Story  in  Ford's  Apothegms  ; that  So- 
phocles beipg  once  ask’d  the  Reafon  why  in  his 
Tragedies  he  always  reprefented  Women  Goody 
and  Euripides  IVicked anfwer’d,  That  Eu- 
ripides defcrib’d  them  as  they  were7  he,  as  they 
ought  to  he.  But  Digreflion  apart ; the  time  of 
Jus  Death  no  more  than  the  manner  of  it  is  a- 
greed  upon.  Some  fay,  he  Py’d  about  the  6$ 
year  of  his  Age,  in  the  33  Olympiade,  and  in 
the  Year  pf  Rome  348.  being  406  years  before 
the  Incarnation  of  our  Saviour,  Others  fay, 
that  he  Dy’d  pot,  till  the  Year  of  Rome  3^1, 
The  Ancients  mention  Ninety  odd  Tragedies 
writ  by  him,  of  which  at  prpfent  Aye  enjoy  but 
Nineteen, 
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Suppofes , a Comedy  Englifht  from  the  Italian 
of  Ariojlo  a famous  Poet ; a Ferarefe , and  Fa^ 
vourite  of  Alphonfus  the  FirftDuke  o£  Ferrara, 
and  of  the  Cardinal  Hippolito  d'  EJie,  his  Bro- 
ther. HeDy’d  the  13  otja/y,  in  the  Year  15^3. 
I purpofely  decline  to  give  a larger  Account  of 
his  Life,  becaufe  it  would  fwell  my  Book  too 
much,  and  the  Englifh  Reader  may  fatisfy  his 
Curiofity  by  pending  his  Life  at  the  End  of 
Sr.  John  Harringtons  Tranflation  of  Orlando 
Furiofo.  Thofe  Vers'd  in  Italian , may  read  his 
Life  writ  by  Gierolamo  Toro  of  T adorn,  Giero - 
latno  Guarafola  of  Ferrara,  Simon  Fornari  of 
Rheggio,  &c. 

This  Play  was  prefented  at  Gray  s-Inn,  and 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  iy6<5.  The  Prologue 
as  well  as  the  Play  is  writ  in  profe.  This  Pro- 
logue Ifuppofe  gave  the  Grounds  for  that  writ 
by  Mr.  Duffet  to  the  Play  call'd  Trappolin fup- 
posd  a Trince , as  that  did  to  the  Epilogue  of 
1 he  Duke  and  No  Duke. 

Tleafure  at  Kenelvoorth  Cajlle , a Mafque,  (as 
Mr .Kirkman  informs  us  in  his  Cataloguejwhich 
I never  faw. 

Our  Author  has  written  feveral  Poems  of  a 
Different  Species  which  he  calls  Herbs , and 
which  with  his  Plays  make  a confiderable  Vol- 
lume,  and  are  printed  together  in  quarto  Lond. 
1*87.' 

Henry  Glapthorn. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  who  publifht  feveral  Plays 
which  I prefume  in  thofe  days  paft  with  good 
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Approbation  at  the  GYc^e  and  Cock-pit  Play? 
houfes;  tho’  I cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Winjian - 
ley  (z),  That  he  fvas  One  of  the  chief  eft  Drama- 
tick  Toets  of  this  Age.  He  writ  Five  Plays,ttf£. 

Albertus  IV %UenJteiny  Duke  of  Fridlandy  and 
General  to  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  the  Second, 
liis  Tragedy,  acted  with  good  Allowance  at  the 
Globe  on  the  Bank-fide,  by  His  Ma jellies  Ser- 
vants, printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1640.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Great  Example  of  Virtue,  and  true 
Me  comas  $ of  Liberal  Arts,  Mf . William  Murrey 
of  His  Majefties  Bed-chamber.  For  the  Plot 
fee  the  Hiftorians  whq  have  writ  on  the  laft 
German  Wars , in  the  Reign  of  Ferdinand  the 
Second.  See  befides  M \ Sarafns  W zljleins  Con- 
fpiracy  tranflated  into  Englifh,  8 0 Lond.  16^8. 
Spondanus's  Continuation  of  Baronius.  Fierzen 
L’HiJl-  de  Liege , &c. 

Argalus  and Tarthenia,  aTragi-comedy  ailed 
at  the  Court  before  their  Majefties  : and  at  the 
Private-houfe  in  Drury-lane  by  their  Majefties 
Servants ; printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1 639.  The 
Plot  of  this  Play  is  founded  on  Sr.  Fhilip  Sid- 
neys Arc adia,  a Romance,  in  the  Story  of  Ar- 
galus and  T ar  t h eni  a , fee  pag.  16.  &c.  Mr  paries 
has  writ  a pretty  Poem  on  the  fame  Founda- 
tion. 

Hollander  y a Comedy  written  in  the  Year 
163^.  and  then  ailed  at  the  Cockpit  in  Drury- 
lane  by  their  Majefties  Servants,  with  good  Al- 
lowance : and  at  the  Court  before  Both  their 
Majefties,  printed  in  quarto  Lond.  1640.  and 
dedicated  to  the  great  Hope  of  growing  Noble- 
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nefs,  his  Honourable  Friend  Sir  Thomas  Fifher. 

Lady's  Priviledge , a Comedy,  ailed  with  good 
Allowance,  at  the  Cockpit  in  ‘Drury  Lane , and 
before  Their  Majefties  at  White-hall  twice; 
printed  40.  Lonely  1640.  and  dedicated  to  the 
true  Example  of  Heroick  Virtue,  and  Favourer 
of  Arts,  Sir  Frederick  Corn  wallis . 

IVit  in  a ConJlabley  a Comedy,  writ  in  the 
Year  1639.  and  then  ailed  at  the  Cockpit  in 
Drury  Laney  by  Their  Majefties  Servants  with 
good  Allowance,  printed  40.  Lond.  1640.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  his  Angular 
good  Lord,  Thomas  Lord  JVentyoorth, 

Befides  thefe  Plays,  he  has  a Boqk  of  Poems 
extant,  in  which  are  feveral  Copies,  direiled 
to  his  Miftrefs,  under  the  Name  pf  Lucinda  ; 
orinted  aP  Lond ’ 1620. 


King  James  tne  £irlt : He  was  born  in  JtLJjex 
towards  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Reign,  about  the  Year  15*92.  In  his  Youth 
he  wa$  fent  to  JVeftminfter-§Cno>o\y  and  at  the 
Age  of  Eighteen  hq  was  brought  in  Student  of 
Chrijl-Church  Colledge  in  Oxford \ Being  an  In- 
duftrious  Scholar,  he  arrived  to  be  a goodPoet, 
a skilful  Oratoijr^  .and  an  Excellent  Preacher. 
In  the  Year  162^  he  proceeded  Batcheiour  of 
Divinity,  and  was  preterr’d  to  a Living  in  Sur - 
reyy  gall’d  Eaji-Clandon : there  he  got  him  a 
Wife,  which  prov’d  as  great  a plague  to  him, 
ns  a Shrew  could  be  ; and  became  a true  Xau - 
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tippe  to  our  Ecclefiaftical  Socrates*  infomu'ch 
that  fhe  gave  him  daily  opportunities  of  exer- 
eifing  his  Patience ; and  ’tis  believ’d  by  fome, 
that  this  Domeftick-fcourge  fhortned  his  days. 
He  was  buried  at  his  own  Parifh-Church  at 
Clartdon , the  27.  of  July  1627. 

He  writ  feveral  Pieces  on  feveral  Subjects, 
amongft  which  are  reckon’d  five  Plays,  viz. 

Carelefs  Shepherdefs , a Tragi-comedy,  adled 
before  the  King  and  Queen,  at  Salisbury -Court 
with  great  applaufe;  printed  4°Z<0tf^.i6y6.with 
an  Alphabetical  Catalogue  of  all  fuch  Plays  that 
ever  were  till  that  time  publifiied.  This  Cata- 
logue is  very  full  of  Errors  throughout. 

Contagious  Turk , or  Amur  at  h the  Ftrft , a 
Tragedy,  a died  by  the  Students  of  C hr ?ft -Church 
in  Oxford ; printed  8°  Lond . i<5y<5.  and  dedica- 
ted to  the  No  lefs  Honoured  than  Deferving 
Six  Walter  Tichborttj byMr. Rich.  Meighen , who 
publifh’d  itrafter  the  Authors  Deceafe.  There 
is  a Copy  bfiVerfes  prefix’d  to  the  Play,  writ  I 
fuppofe  by  the  fame  Perfon,  and  diredted  to  the 
Author;  Tn  that, Tranfcribing  his  Book  with- 
c out  his  Knowledge,  he  wai  bound  by  prbmife 
5 to  ftand'to  his  pleafure  to  keep  it,  or  burn  it. 


a 


cius\  ChalcocondylaSy  KnoUes , fyt . 

Or^ej'jHis  Tragedy,  adledby  the  Stiidbntsof 
Chrifts  Church  in  Oxford;  printed  8°  LortcT.fQfS. 
How  far  our  Author  lias  follow’d  Sophocles  in 
his  Tile  Fir  a,  or  Euripides  in  OrefieSy  I fhall  leave 
to  the  fearch  of  the  Learned  Reader ; only  I 
cannot  but  obferve,  that  when  I firft  read  it,  I 
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thought  by  the  length  it  might  vye  with  that 
Epick  Poem  of  Orejles , which  Juvenal  com- 
plains of,  (a)  as  being, 

Summi  plena  jam  margine  libri 

Scriptus,  Jy  in  ter  go  nee  dum finitus,  Orejles. 

Raging  Turk , or  Bajazet  the  Second,  a Tra- 
gedy, a&ed  by  the  Students  of  ChnJlEhurch 
m Oxford;  printed  8°  Lond.  1 6$6.  This  Play 
was  writ  (with  the  two  foregoing  Tragedies) 
when  the  Author  was  Mailer  of  Arts,  and  Stu- 
dent of  Chrijl-Church ; but  not  printed  till  after 
his  deceafe  ; and  then  dedicated  by  Mr.  Richard 
Meighen  the  Publisher,  To  the  No  lefs  Ingeni- 
ous than  Zealous  Favourer  of  Ingenuity,  Sir 
Richard  Tkhborn , Brother  to  the  above:nanfd 
Sir  JR  alter.  For  the  Plot,  confult  Chalcocondy- 
las,  Artus,  Knottes , &c.  Thefe  three  lalt  Plays 
are  all  printed  together  in  8°  Lond.i6$6. 

Sehmus  Emperour  of  the  Turks  his  Tragedy,  ^ 
printed  40  Lond.  16 I quellion  whether  ever 
this  Play  were  a£led,  becaufe  it  is  not  divided 
into  A6ls.  The  Authof' calls  this  the  Firffc 
Part ; and  in  his  Cohclulion,  as  he  lliles  it,  or 
Epilogue,  he  promifes  a Second  Part,  faying, 

If  this  Firft  Tart,  Gentles , do  like  you  well; 

The  Second  Tart Jhad greater  Mur  t hers  tell. 

But  whether  it  was  ever  publifht,  I am  igno- 
rant : tho’  I am  apt  to  believe  not,  fince  ’tis  not 
mention’d  in  any  Catalogue.  The  Plot  is  found- 
ed on  the  Turkijh  Hiflory  ; fee  the  Writers  of 
the  Reign  of  Sehmus  the  Firll,as  TaulusJovittSy 
Mezeray,  Knolles , dye. 

(a)  Satyr,  j. 
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Mr.  ‘Philips,  and  Mr.  JVinflanley , have  fa- 
ther'd a Comedy  on  this  Author,  call’d  Cupids 
fVhirligig;  tho’ Democritus  and  Heraclius  were 
not  more  different  in  their  Temper,  than  his 
Genius  was  oppofite  to  Comedy.  Befides,  the 
true  Father  was  one  Mr.  R.S.  who  (as  he  fays) 
£ ( b)  being  long  Pregnant  with  Defire  to  bring 
c forth  fomething,and  being  afterwards  brought 
Bed,  had  chofe  his  Friend  Mr.  Robert  Hay- 
€manx o be  God-father,  not  doubting  but  his 
* Child  would  be  well  maintain’d,  feeing  he 
1 could  not  live  above  an  hour  with  him,  and 
€ therefore,  he  entreated  him  when  he  was 
1 dead,  that  he  might  be  buried  deep  enough  in 
‘his  good  Opinion,  and  that  he  might  deiervc 
‘this  Epitaph ; 

Here  lyes  the  Child  that  was  born  in  Mirth , 
ylgainjt  the  fir  i ft  Rules  of  Child-birth : 
slnd  to  be  quit  I gave  him  to  my  Friend , 

IV bo  laught  him  to  death, and  that  was  his  End. 
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YoijYs,  while  he  is  his  own. 

• >1  hope  the  Reader  will  forgive  me  this  Di- 
grdfion,  which  I was  forc’d  to  in  Vindication 
of  my  Author,  who  was  fo  far  from  this  Ridi- 
culous Stile,  and  affe^ed  Mirth,  that  nothing 
but  Manly  and  Serious  efcap’d  his  Pen  : and  in 
his  latter  Time,  he  for  look  the  Stage,  for  the 
Pulpit,  and  inflead  of  Plays,  employ’d  himfelf 
in  writing  Sermons;  fontc  of  which  have  ap- 
pear’d irf  ’Print  in  the  Year  ifoy.  To  thefe  I 
may  add  his  Latin  Funeral  Oration,  in  the  Di- 


(b)  Eyift.  Ded. 


vinity 


J 


y^-&r7-^r  <^»y  " 

&J0^ c^>-»^^«^z_-/v  y>X"/ *S*Ca^  £* 

<s~^  <3^4^  /<^>^^.  /^/<^ 

<?6c^c.*cC  /£//  & y^y  /ft/y  ■£•  y^y 

/^X^y.y^y  ^ ^ ^'- 
J ^/^/-  $:/&33  ^*UD  & X~.  .X^/ 

'’■ ' y^yy i~c  '1^  3^i-i-.*V'^  ^zf  .i  - 3-^t- ( ,-- c '*' 


-0-  tJ? ^ S^>  £ r y£? 

/rt3<^c>  ts&^rClesz^* 


jr  -c^^t 


t_j?&c^c^l^  /cy~-0~c^ 

jCg^ySt^/-  £>  XL>~-  / ',  « /dj^. 


DrAmatick  Poets . 23 f 

vinity-School,  at  the  Obfequies  of  Sr.  Henry 
Savil , printed  40  Ox  on.  1 6xz.  Another  in  ChrijL 
Church  Cathedral, at  the  Funeral  of  Dr.Goodwin^ 
Cannon  of  that  Church,  printed  Lond.  i6z-r 

”r  Robert  Gomersal. 

A Gentleman  that  lived  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Firfl,  and  was  the  EldellSon 
of  an  Efquire.  He  was  horn  at  London , and  was 
fent  by  his  Father  to  the  Umverfity  of  Oxen, 
1616.  being  then  14  Years  of  Age.  He  was  en^ 
ter’d  at  Chrijl-Church , and  in  a little  time  was 
chofe  Student  of  that  Royal- Foundation.  Here 
he  took  his  Batchelors  and  Mailers  Degrees, 
and  in  the  Year  16x7.  he  went -out  Batchelor  "^ 
of  Divinity.  I know  not  what  Preferment  he 
got,  tho’  I believe  he  was  Minilfer  of  a place 
call’d  Flower , in  Northamptonjhire ; but  this  is 
only  Conje&ure,  from  fome  of  his  Poems, dated 
from  thence.  However  I am  allur’d  he  died  in 
the  Year  1646.^ 

He  is  accounted  by  fome  no  mean  Preacher, 
or  Poet : but  this  I leave  to  the  Judgment  of 
thofe  who  will  perufe  the  Works  which  he  has 
| publillit , and  tho’  "Divinity  ought  to  claim  the 
preference,  yet  "Poetry  beiry*  my  immediate 
Subjeft,  I crave  the  Readers  prdon  that  I give 
Account  of  his  Poetry  in4he  firlt  place,  and  be- 
gin with  his  Play  call’d  ^ 

Lodovick  SforzaJDvkz  of  Millain,  hisT  ragedy, 
printed  80  Lond.  1632.  and  dedicated  to  his 
molt  Worthy  Friend, Mr.  Francis  Hide, Student 
of  ChriJLChurch^rA  Junior  Proftor  of  the  Uni- 
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vcrfity  in  the  Year  1627.  I 'cannot  fatisfy  the 
Readers  whether  ever  this  Play  appear’d  on  any 
Stage  : but  I can  inform  him,  that  the  Foun- 
dation of  it  may  be  read  in  Guicciardine  lib . 
1,  2,  d“C\  Thilip  de  Commutes , /Mezeray  in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  the  VIII.  of  France. 

Befides  this  Play  he  has  writ  feveral  other 
Poems,  which  are  printed  with  it,  as  particu- 
larly The  Levites  Revenge  containing  Poetical 
Meditations  upon  the  19,  and  20.  Chapters  of 
Judges  ; and  is  dedicated  to  his  Worthily  Re- 
fpe&ed  F riend,  Bar  ten  Holiday , Arch-Deacon 
of  Oxford.  This  Poem  is  highly  Commended, 
by  a Copy  of  Verfes,  written  by  a Gentleman  of* 
the  /Middle -Temple  but  I fhall^leave  this  and 
his  other  Poems,  to  the  Readers  perufal  and 
Judgment. 

He  has  feveral  Sermons  in  print,  on  the  L 
Tet.  Chap.  2.  Verfe  13,  14,  iy,  i<5.  printed 40, 
Lond.  1 66  3.  A 

Francis  GouLDSMim,  Efq\ 


8 lam  able  to  recover  no  other  Memoires  of 
this  Gentleman,  than  that  he  liv’d  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  the  Martyr ; and  oblig’d  the 
World  with  the  Tranflation  of  a Play  out  of 
Latin , call’d  * 

Sophompaneas , or  The  Hiffory  of  Jofeph^ixh 
Annotations,  a Tragedy,printed  4 0 Lond.  1 640- 
and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry 
Lord  /Marque}' s of  Dochejler.  This  Dramma 
was  writ  by  the  Admirable  Hugo  Grotius , 
pubTiIht  by  him  at  Amfterdam  163/.  and  de- 
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Dvmatick  Poets: 

cheated  to  Gerardus  VoJJius,  Profeflbr  of  Hi- 
ftory  and  Civil Arts, in  the  mofl  flourifhing  City 
of  Amjlerdam.  He  Riles  it  a Tragedy,  notwith- 
Ihnding  it  ends  fuccefsfully  ; and  quotes  for 
his  Authority,  c y£J'chylus$  Danaides , Euripi- 
des his  Alcejles , Jon,  Helena,  Iphigenia  among 
the  Tauri , and  even  HoJJius  his  own  Art  of 
Poetry:  whether  this  Opinion  be  to  be  con- 
troverted or  no,  I leave  to  the  Criticks.  Some 
people  make  it  a Queftion,  whether  it  be  law- 
ful to  make  a Dramatick  Poem  of  a Sacred  Ar~ 

fument : and  I have  heard  fome  People  often- 
er  Confciences,  Ipeak  again#  this  Play,  and 
Chrifts  PaJJion , writ  by  the  fame  Author.  But 
I think  the  following  Opinion  of  the  Great 
VoJJius , (c)  printed  before  this  Play,  may  fa- 
tisfy  them  in  this  point.  *1  am  of  Opinion 
‘ (fays  he)  his  better  to  chufe  another  Argu- 
ment, than  Sacred.  For  it  agrees  not  with 
‘ the  Majefly  of  Sacred  things  to  be  made  a 
‘Play  and  a Fable.  It  is  alfo  a Work  of  ve- 
‘ ry  dangerous  Confequencc , to  mingle  Hu- 
‘ mane  Inventions  with  things  facred ; becaufe 
‘ the  Poet  adds  uncertainties  of  his  own,  fome- 
‘ times  falfities  ; which  is  not  only  to  play  with 
‘holy  things,  but  alfo  to  ingraft  in  Mens  Minds 
‘ uncertain  Opinions*  and  now  and  then  falfe. 
1 Thefe  things  have  place  efpecially,  when  we 
‘bring  in  God,  or  Chrifi  fpeaking,  or  treating 
‘of  the  Myfteries  of  Religion.  I will  allow 
€ more  where  the  Hiftory  is  taken  out  of  the 
‘Sacred  Scriptures,  but  yet  in  the  Nature  of 
‘the  Argument  is  Civil.  As  if  the  Action  be  of 

(cj  In  Addend.  L.  2.  Inftit,  Poetic. 
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c David  flying  from  his  Son  Abfalon  ; or  of  jfa- 
tfeph  fold  by  his  Brethren,  advanced  by  P/fo- 
4 raoh  to  the  Government  of  Egypt , and  in  that 
4 Dignity  adored  by,  and  made  known  unto  his 

* Brethren.  Of  which  Argument  is  Sophompa- 
c neas , made  by  the  moft  Uluftrious  and  Incom- 
parable Man  Grotius , Embaflador  when 
4 he  liv’d, of  the  moft  Gracious  Queen  and  King- 
dom of  Sweden , to  the  moft  Chriftian  King  of 

* France.  Which  Tragedy,  I fuppofe,  may  be 
*fet  for  a Pattern  to  him  that  would  handle  an 
c Argument  from  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

I {hall  fay  nothing  of  the  Life  of  Hugo  Gro * 
tins ; only  that  he  was  an  Honour  to  Delph , 
where  he  was  born  in  the  Year  15-85.  and  will 
be  famous  to  Pofterity,  in  regard  of  thofe  many 
Excellent  Pieces  that  he  has  publifhed.  In  fome 
of  his  Writings  he  had  defended  Arminianifm y 
lor  which  he  fuffer’dlmprifonment  in  theCaftle 
of  Louverjlein , in  the  Year  1 <5 18. (at  which  time 
his  Aflociate  Barnevelt  loft  his  Head  on  the 
fame  Account  ) : afterwards  he  efcaped  out  of 
Prifon,  by  means  of  tSWaria  Reigersberg  his 
Wife,  and  fled  into  Flanders\  and  thence  into 
France , where  he  was  kindly  receiv’d  by  Lewis 
the  XIII.  He  died  at  Rojioch  in  Meclebourg , 
Sept . the  firft  i<%r.  His  Life  is  writ  at  large 
by  ^JMelchior  Adamus , in  Latin ; and  in  Englijh 
by  C.  island  printed  8°  Lond.  163-2. 

As  to  our  Author, and  hisTranflation,(  which 
is  in  Heroick  Verfe  ) I find  it  extreamly  com- 
O mended  by  the  Verfes  of  four  of  his  Friends  : 
and  I doubt  not  but  the  candid  Reader  will  af-  v 
fent  to  their  Judgments,  For  the  Plot,  the  Au- 
thor 
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thor  has  acquainted  the  Reader  ( before  the 
Play)  4 That  the  Hilfory  is  recorded  by  Mofes 
4 in  GenefiSy  44<and  45*  Chapters,  with  the  Con- 
4 texts  there  ad  joynmg ; TJal.  1 oy.  A&s  7.  By 
4 Philo  ^ in  the  Life  of  Jofephus : By  Jofephus ,in 
4 the  2.d.  Book  of  the  Jewijh  Antiquities ; and 
4 partly  by  JuJlin,  out  of  Trogus  Pompeius , the 
4 36.  Book.  It  is  extant  alfo  in  Afiapanus , out 
4 of  Alexander  Polyhijior,  and  in  ^Demetrius  : 
4 the  places  you  may  fee  in  Eufebius  his  Prep  a - 
4 ration  to  the  Gofpel.-t- 


Alexander  Green. 


A Gentleman  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Second ; who  prefently  after  the 
Reftau ration  published  a Play,  call’d  The  Poli- 
tician cheated , a Comedy,  printed  40  Lond.1661 . 
I know  not  whether  ever  this  Play  appear’d  on 
the  Stage,  or  no  ; nor  can  I recover  any  thing 
clfe  of  this  Author’s  Writing. 


Robert  Green.  <d 


This  Author  lived  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth i and  was  a Mailer  of  Arts  of  Cam- 
bridge: As  to  any  further  Account  of  him,  I 
I can  meet  with  none,  except  what  I am  forc’d 
to  borrow  from  Mr.  JVinJianley.  But  the  truth 
is  I dare  not  trull  too  much  to  him,  knowing 
how  fubjefl  he  is  to  take  things  upon  Report, 
as  I find,  particularly  in  the  Innumeration 
he  makes  of  this  Author’s  Plays : However, 
for  once  I will  venture  to  tranferibe  the  follow- 
ing paflage  upon  his  Authority ; who  tells  us, 

That 
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That  the  Perfon  we  here  treat  of  was  mar- 
ried to  a Deferving  Gentlewoman,  whom  he 
ungratefully  forfook  , living  above  himfelf ; 
and  therefore  was  forc’d  to  make  his  Ten  a 
flave  to  his  Turfe,  to  fupply  his  Extravagan- 
cies : notwithftanding  which  he  was  reduc’d 
to  extreme  poverty  towards  the  latter  end  of 
his  Life ; which  through  God’s  Mercy,  led  him 
to  a fight  of  his  former  Follies,  and  to  a Re- 
pentance of  his  evil  Courfeof  Life  : efpecially 
his  Unkindnefs  and  Difloyalty  to  his  Virtuous 
Tartner : which  occafion  a a Letter,  (publifhed 
by  Mr.  IVinftanley  ) which  was  dire&ed  to  her 
Jby  our  Penitenty  and  found  after  his  Death : 
which  EpifUe  in  my  Opinion  very  much  re- 
fembles  the  Stile  of  Dr.  Reynolds  in  his  God's 
Revenge  againft  Mur t her.  As  to  that  Ttijlich 
faid  by  Mr .IVinftanley  to  be  writ  on  our  Au- 
thor,! have  fhew’d  his  miftake  in  the  Account. 

This  Author  has  writ  feveral  Pieces,  but  e- 
fpecially  one  Play;(  the  occafion  of  his  mention 
in  this  place)  whole  Title  is, 

The  Honourable  Hijiory  of  Fry ar  Bacon,,  and 
Fryar  Bungy;  play’d  by  the  Prince  Palatine’s 

Servants,  and  printed  Lond. I know  not 

whence  the  Author  borrow’d  his  Plot ; but  this 
Famous  Fryar  Minor , liv’d  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Henry  the  Third,  and  died  in  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  Firfi:,  in  the  Year  1284.  C°n~ 
fult  Bale,  Script.  Illuftr.  Majoris  Brit  anna  Ca- 
talogus  Tit  feus.  Relatione  s Hifiorica.  JVood. 
Antiq.  Oxon.  Dr.  Plot  Hift.  Oxford \ fyc. 

Mr.  Thilips , (d)  and  Mr.  Winftanley  («)  fay. 
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That  he  was  an  Aflociate  with  Dr.  Lodge  in 
writing  feveral  Comedies ; namely.  The  Laws 
of  Nature ; Lady  Alimony ; Liberality  and  "Pro- 
digality ; and  a Mafque  called  Lumenaha.  Be- 
fides  which  he  wrote  alone,  the  Comedies  of 
Fryar  Bacon , arid  Fair  Emme.  But  in  this 
Aflertiori  they  are  extreamly  out  ; for  he  joyn’d 
with  ~Dx. Lodge  but  in  one  play, call’d  A Looking- 
glafs  for  London  ; of  which  hereafter  : and  as 
to  the  others(moftpf  which  I have  by  me)  they 
are  all  Anonymous  Plays. 

As  to  brother  Pieces,  I have  never  feen  but 
o ; viz.Quipfor  an  Upfiart  Courtier,  ar 


two 


and  Dora- 


Jlus  and  Fawnia  ; tho’  Mr Winjlanley  reckons  up 
feveral  others,  as  Euphues  his  Cenfure  to  Philau- 
tus ; Tullies  Love  \ Philomela,  The  Lady  Fitz - 
waters  Nightingale  * Greens  never  too  late , fir  ft 
and  fecond  part;  Greens  Arcadia;  Greens  Fare- 
well to  Folly  ; Greeds  Groats-worth  of  IVit,  fee. 

H. 

William  HabingtoN,  Efq; 

A Gentleman  that  liv’d  in  the  Time  of  the 
late  Civil  Wars;  and  flighting  Be  lion  a, 
gave  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  Mufes.  He  was 
equally  famous  forHiftory,and  Poetry, of  which 
his  Edward  the  Fourthf  and  Cajlara , are  fuffi- 
cient  Teftimonies.  SAuKirktnan  (who  was  very 
knowing  in  Plays,  ) has  aferibed  a Dramatick 
•Piece  to  him,  which  gives  us  occafion  to  fpeak 
of  him.  is  call'd, 
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Queen  of  Arragon,  a Tragi-comedy,  ailed  at 
Court,  and  the  Blac^Fiyars;  and  printed  fbl. 
Lond.  1640.  Tho'  the  Author’s  Name  be  not 
prefix’d  to  the  Title-page, yet  I have  that  confi- 
dence in  Mr.  Kirkmaris  Judgment  as  to  believe 
this  Play  to  be  writ  by  him. 

His  other  Poems  are  all  printed  together  80. 
and  go  under  the  Title  ol  Cajlara : they  are 
divided  into  three  parts,  under  a different  Title 
fuitable  to  their  Subjebl.  The  full,  which  was 
writ  when  he  was  a Suitor  to  his  Wife,  is 
ufher’din,  by  a Chara&er  writ  in  Profe,  of  a 
Miftrefs:  The  fecond,  being  Copies  writ  to  her 
after  Marriage, by  a Character  of  a Wife:  After 
which  is  a Chara&er  of  a Friend,  before  feve- 
ral  Funeral  Elegies.  The  third  part  confifts 
of  Divine  Poems,  iome  of  which  are  Para- 
phrafes  on  feveral  Texts  out  of  Job  and  the 
Book  of  ‘PJalms : before  which  is  the  Portrait 
of  a Holy  Man.  I know  not  when  thofe  Poems 
were  firft  printed,  but  the  laff  Edition  which 
I have  by  me  augmented  and  corre&ed,  was 
printed  8°.  Lond.  164c.  and  his  Poetry  is  com- 
mended by  his  Friend  and  Kinfman,  Mr.  John 
Talbot . 

I know  nothing  that  he  has  writ  in  Profe, 
except  his  Chronicle  oiY^.Edvcard  the  Fourth, 
printed  fbl.  Lond.  16^.0.  Of  what  effeem  it  is  in 
the  World,  is  well  known  to  Hiftorians. 


Peter  Haustead. 


A Gentleman  that  was  born  at  Oundle , a Mar-  j 
ket  Town  in  Florthamptonjbirc^  and  flourifht  : 

in 
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in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft  of  Blefied 
Memory.  He  was  after  fome  Years  fent  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge : where  in  Queens  Col- 
ledge  he  took  the  Degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts.  He 
challenges  a Place  in  our  Catalogue,  on  Account 
of  his  Play,  call’d 

Rival  Friends , a Comedy,  ailed  before  the 
King  and  Queens  Majeflies,  when  out  of  their 
Princely  Favour  they  were  pleas’d  to  vifit  the 
Univerfity  oi  Cambridge,  upon  the  nineteenth 
day  of  March  161 1.  Cry’d  down  by  Boys,  Fa- 
ction, Envy,  and  confident  Ignorance,  approv'd 
by  the  Judicious,  and  Expos’d  to  the  publick 
Cenfure  by  the  Author ; printed  40 Lond.  16 32. 
and  dedicated  by  a Copy  of  Verfes  to  the  Right 
Honblc,  Right  Reverend,  Right  Worfhipful,  or 
whatfoever  he  be, (hall  be, or  whom  he  hereafter 
may  call  Patron.  The  Play  is  commended  by  a 
Copy  of  Latin  Verfes,  and  T wo  writ  in  Englijh. 
The  Prologue  is  a Dialogue  betwixt  Venus,! he- 
tis , and  Thcebusfung  by  two  Trebles,and  a Bafe. 
Venus  (being  Thofphorus  as  well  as  Vefper ) ap- 
pearing at  a window  above,  as  rifen,  calling  to 
Sol \ who  lay  in  Thetis  Lap,  at  the  EafMide  of 
the  Stage, canopy ’d  with  an  Azure  Curtain.  Our 
Author  fee  ms  to  me  to  be  much  of  the  Humor  of 
BenJohnfon,(yi\iQk  greatefl  weaknefs  was  thafi 
he  could  not  bear  Cenfure ;)  and  has  fo  great  a 
Value  {oxBen\ Writings, that  his  Scene  betwen 
Love-aU , Mungrel , and  Hammer fhin,  A£l  3.  Sc. 
!•  is  copy’d  from  that  (in  JohnJ'on  s Play  called 
The  Silent  IVomanf)  between  True -wit,  Dave, 
and  La-fool ' Aft.  4.  SL  y. 

I know  not  whether  our  Author  were  in  Or- 
Q^3  ders 
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ders  wlien  he  writ  this  Play ; but  I know  there 
are  Eleven  Sermons  in  print,  under  his  Name, 
publilhed  4 ? JLond.  i< 5^,6.^- 

Richard  Head. 


This  Author  liv’d  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft  and  Second.  He  was  born  in 
Ireland^  of  Englijh  Parents,  being  the  Son  of  a 
Clergy-man,  who  was  murther’d  in  the  deplo- 
rable Maflacre  of  Ireland Y in  the  beginning-of 
the  Rebellion,  whidli  troke  out  there  on  the 
ad  day  of  October  1641.  He  was  educated  for 
foiiie  imall  time  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford j 
and  afterwards  exchang’d  his  Study  for  a Book- 
fellers  Shop.  I remember  him  a Bookfellef,  and 
Partner  with  Kir  km  an,  ( if  I miftake  not  ) in 
the  Alley  that  fronts  the  North-gate  of  Pauls , 
call’d  Cannon- Alley.  He  was  a Man  extreamly 
given  to  pleafure,  and  yet  of  excellent  Natural 
Parts,  had  they  been  improv’d  by  Virtue,, or 
fix’d  by  Solidity.  He  writ  a Play  call’d 

Hie  fy  ubique , or  The  Humours  of  Dublin,  a 
Comedy  a6led  privately  with  good  Applaufe  ; 
printed  in  quarto  Lond.  166 3.  and  dedicated 
to  the  Illuftrious  Charles , Duke  of  Monmouth 
and  Orkney. 

He  has  writ  feveral  other  Pieces,  of  different 
Subjebfs  tho’  all  of  them  trivial,  and  which  be- 
tray’d his  Converfation  ; as  The  firjl part  of  the 
Eriglifh  Rozue\  Venus.  Cabinet  unlockd\  The  Art 
of  Wheedling-,  The  Floating  Ifiandy  or  A V yage 
from  Lambethania  to  Ram-allia  ; A Difcovery 
■fO  Brajil ; Jacfons  Recantation / The  Redfea  ; 
2 ‘ : A and 
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and  fome  Pieces  a gain  ft  Dr.  JVild  ; all  which  I j// 
have  borrow’d  from  Mr.  lVtnJianleyy  and  fhail 
be  ready  to  return  him  Intereft  for  it,  in  the 
Next  Edition  of  his  Book,  if  he  pleafes  to  com- 
mand me. 

Our  Author  ( according  to  Mr.  Winjlanky  ) 
was  caft  away  at?  Sea,  in  his  paflage  to  the  Ifle 
of  JVight. 

'-■YflW  jddi'  / / 

William  Hemmings.^ 

A Gentleman  that  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  was  Mafier  of  Arts 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford:  tho’  I cannot 
inform  my  felf  of  what  Colledge.  He  writ 
two  Tragedies,  which  in  his  time  were  in 
fome  efteem ; and  one  of  them  has  appear’d  on 
the  Stage,  fince  the  Reftitution  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Mufes,  with  Approbation.  It  is 
call’d  \ 

Fatal  Contraft,  a Tragedy  a&ed  with  good 
Applaufe,  by  Her  Majeflies  Servants;  and 
printed  quarto  Lond.\6$$.  This  Play  was  pub- 
lifhed  after  the  Author’s  Death,  having  pais’d 
thro’  many  Hands,  as  a Curiofity  of  Wit  and 
Language  ; (e)  and  was  dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  James  Compton  Earl  of  Northam- 
pton, , and  to  Ifahella  his  Virtuous  Countefs. 

It  was  reviv’d  not  many  Years  finceAunder  the 
Title  of  Love  and  Revenge , with  fome  Altera- 
tions : the  Old  Play  being  out  of  print,  it  was 
about  three  Years  ago  reprinted  as  a New  Play, 
under  the  Title  of  The  Eunuch.  For  the  Plot 
(ej  Epiftle  Dcdic. 
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5tis  founded  on  the  French  Chronicle,  in  the 
Reigns  of  Chilperic  the  Firft,  and  Clot  air  e the 
. Second : Confult  Gregoire  de  Tours, Lib.4,5*.  &c. 
Aimoln , Fredegaire , Sigebert , Fortunate  Valois, 
T)e  Senes , Mezeray , 

Jews  Tragedy,  or  their  fatal  and  final  Over- 
throw by  Vefpafian , and  his  Son,  agree- 

able to  the  Authentick  and  Famous  Hiftory  of 
Jofephus;  printed  4.0.  Lond.  1662,.  This  Play 
was  not  publifhed  till  fome  Years  after  the  Au- 
thor’s Death.  For  the  Hiftory  confult  Jofephus 
Lib.  6 , 7.  q 

Jafper  Heywood. 

This  Author  was  Son  to  John  Heywood \ the 
Famous  Epigramatift,  ( of  which  by  and  by  ) 
and  was  bred  in  his  younger  Years  at  Merton 
Colledge,  and  afterwards  was  a Member  of  All- 
Souls  Colledge  in  Oxford.  In  fome  few  Years, 
he  changed  the  Univerfity  for  SOmers  \ where 
q he  became  a fierce  Bigotted  JeJuite , and  was 
the  fir ftjefuite  that  fet  foot  in  England.  Dr. 
Fuller  fa  s,  ( f)  He  was  executed  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth : but  Sir  Richard  Baker 
tells  us,  (e)  * That  he  was  one  of  the  Chief  of 
c thofe  feventy  Priefts  that  were  taken  in  the 
c Year  i^8y.  and  when  fome  of  them  were  con- 
demn’d, and  the  reft  in  danger  of  the  Law, 
1 that  Gracious  Queen  caus’d  them  all  to  be 
f Ship’d  away,  and  fent  out  of  England. 

During  his  Refidence  in  the  Univerfity,  he 
im  ploy’d-  part  of  his  time,  in  tranflating  three 

( 1)  Wortlliet  La/ido.tj  p,  112.  (gj  Q.  Eli\,  p.  364. 
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of  Senecas  Tragedies,  of  which  we  fhall  give 
an  Account : But  firlt  with  the  Readers  per- 
miffion,  fince  an  hanfotne  Opportunity  offers  it 
felf,  we  will  prefent  you  with  an  Abridgment 
of  the  Life  of  this  our  ToeticaLStoick^ 

Lucius  Ann<cus  Seneca  was  born  at  Cor  dona, 
in  Spain,  a little  before  the  Death  of  Augujlus 
Ctt’far.  He  bore  his  Father’s  Name,  which  Con- 
formity has  mif-led  fome  Authors, caufing  them 
to  afciibe  to  the  Son,  the  Declamations  colle- 
cted by  the  Father.  He  gave  himfelf  to  the 
Study  of  Thilofophy  and  Rhetorick L;  and  in  the 
beginning  of  Caligula  s Reign,  he  fignaliz’cL 
himfelf  by  a Caufe  which  he  pleaded  in  the  Se- 
nate, under  the  protection  of  Cneus  Domitius. 
But  finding  that  Emperor,  aiming  at  the  Uni- 
verfal  Monarchy  of  Eloquence,  he  pleaded  no 
more  in  publick,  for  fear  of  giving  Ombrage 
to  this  Ambitious  Prince.  He  was  banifht  for 
two  Years  into  the  Ifle  of  Cor  fa , upon  fufpition 
of  too  much  Familiarity  with  the  ReliCtof  his 
Patron  Domitius.  Agripina  being  married  to 
Claudius , (he  repeal’d  his  Bamlhment,  and  gave 
him  the  Honourable  Station  of  Tutor  to  her 
Son  Alero,  who  fhe  defign’d  for  the  Empire. 
He  acquitted  himfelf  of  this  Employ  with  uni- 
verfal  Applaufe  ; and  the  firfl:  five  Years  of  Ale- 
ro’s  Reign,,  fufficiently  teftify’d  the  Diligence 
and  Prudence  of  the  Tutor , and  the  pregnant 
Temper  of  the  Royal  Pupil : who  fo  well  put 
in  praClice  the  InllruClions  that  were  given 
him,  that  the  beginning  of  his  Reign  might 
ferve  as  a Model  to  the  befi:  of  Princes : But 
when  once  Topp<c%  and  Tigillinus  became  Ma- 
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fters  of  his  Temper,  they  foon  deflroy’d  that 
Noble  Foundation  of  Virtue,  that  Seneca  had 
taken  fo  much  pains  to  ereft ; and  he  gave  him- 
felf  up  to  thofe  abominable  Crimes,  that  ren- 
der’dhim  the  (hame  of  Mankind.  Seneca  Wixtut 
was  a continual  Check  to  his  Vices ; this  ren- 
der'd his  Company  at  firfl  difagreeable  to  him, 
afterwards  intolerable.  This  occafion’d  him 
to  hire  Cleonice , Senecas  Freed-man,  to  poyfon 
him ; which  either  through  the  Repentance  of 
the  Bomeftick  or  the  Diftruft  of  Seneca. , was 
prevented.  Nero  fome  time  after, hearing  that 
Seneca  was  privy  to  Tifos  Confpiracy,  and  be- 
ing impatient  of  his  Death,  laid  hold  of  that 
Opportunity  to  deftroy  him.  All  the  Return 
this  ungrateful  Pupil  made  him  for  the  Care 
of  his  Education,  was  to  allow  him  the  choice 
of  his  Death  ; which  he  accepted  from  the  Ty- 
rant, and  caufing  his  Veins  to  be  open’d,  he 
died  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  Nero's  Reign, 
A 6$. 

I could  willingly  enlarge  upon  his  Life,  but 
fince  my  Subjeft  confines  me  to  fpeak  obiter  on- 
ly of  forreign  Poets,  I hope  the  Reader  will  ex- 
cu/e  me, and  feek  in  Tacit  us,  Suetonius^nd  other 
Roman  Hiflorians  for  the  further  Satisfa&ion  : 
or  in  JuJlus  Lipjius , who  has  Pen’d  his  Life 
more  at  large  ; whilft  I return  to  my  Tranfla- 
tor,  and  thofe  three  Plays  made  Englifh  by  him, 
which  are  Hercules  Furens7  Troasy  ana  Thy- 
ejles. 

Hercules  Furens , tho’  not  allow’d  by  fome 
who  are  Criticks  in  Stile,  to  be  writ  by  Senecay 
is  yet  thought  by  mofl  Learned  Men  to  be 
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an  Imitation  of  that  Play  of  Euripides,  which 
bears  the  fame  Name  : and  tho’  in  fome  things 
relating  to  Oeconomy  and  Contrivance,  they 
differ,  in  others  they  agree;  as  has  been  ob- 
ferved  by  Scaligery  ApudEuripidem  Tragcedia  eft 
htiic  affinis , & Argument 0 & Nomine : ceconomiay 
partim  fimilisy  partim  dijfimilis.  An  Inflance 
of  this,  is  in  the  Scene  between  Lycus  and 
Amphitruo , where  Seneca  has  obferv  a the  de- 
corum of  the  Stage  in  the  perfon  of  Amphitruoy 
better  than  Euhpides ; fo  that  Scaliger  flicks 
not  to  prefer  the  Latin  to  the  Greek  Poet,  In 
Dec  ore  perfon ce  Amphitrionis  Ionge  inferior  Sene - 
cky  ut  in  multis  aliis . 

As  to  the  Verfion  of  our  Author,  tho'  I can- 
not much  commend  it,  yet  I believe  it  may  vye 
with  the  Tranflations  of  Mr.  BriJJ'et , and  Le 
Sieur  Nouvelon.  If  Mr.  Linage  has  outdone 
him,  'tis  becaufe  the  One  is  writ  in  Profe,  and 
fo  is  left  at  liberty  to  exprefs  his  Thoughts ; 
the  Other  is  fetter'd  in  Rhime,  and  has  taken 
an  ill  Meafure  of  Verfe;  Lines  of  fourteen  Syl- 
lables founding  harfh  to  the  Ears  of  thoife  that 
are  it  fed  to  Heroick  Poetry.  I mufl  do  my  Au- 
thor thFs  Juflice  to  acquaint  the  whole  World, 
That  he  endeavours  to  keep  to  Senecas  Sence ; 
andlikewife  to  imitate  his  Verfe, changing  his 
Meafure  as  often  as  the  Author;  the  Chorus  -t 
of  each  Ail  being  different  from  the  A£t  it  felf, 
as  the  Reader  may  pbferve  by  comparing  the 
Englijh  Copy  with  the  Latin  Original. 

Troasy  is  a Tragedy  which  is  extreamly  com- 
mended by  the  Learned  Farnaby , and  the  Judi- 
cious Daniel  Heinfms  ; the  former  Riling  it  A 
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Divine  Tragedy,  in  his  Preface  before  thefe 
Tragedies,  T)ivmam  Tragcediam  Troadas  L.An~ 
Kito  Seneca  Thilofopho  adferibo  ; the  other  pre- 
ferring it  before  the  Troadas  of  Euripides , both 
for  the  Language  and  Contrivance  : But  efpe- 
cially  he  fays,  It  far  exceeds  it  in  the  Chorus : 
io  that  thofe  of  Seneca  are  Divine  in  refpedtof 
thefe  of  Euripides.  Etiam  in  Choris  nojier  vin- 
cit  quos  ex  pane  is  Greeds  verbis , & qu<e  [par fum 
leguntur  fecit  alios  plane  divinos . I fhall  not 

difpute  whether  this  Tragedy  be  nam'd  Troasy 
or  Troadas , according  to  Scaligers  Opinion : or 
whether  it  ought  to  be  nam’d  Hecuba , as  Va- 
lerius Trobuspw\  fome  others  believe;  but  leave 
thefe  Niceties  to  the  Decilion  of  the  more 
Learned  Criticks,  whilffc  I proceed  to  give  an 
Account  of  our  Authors  Verfion. 

In  this  Tragedy  the  Author  has  taken  the 
liberty  of  adding  feveral  things,  and  altering 
others,  as  thinking  the  Play  imperfedt;  whe- 
ther left  fo  by  Seneca,  or  whether  part  of  it  be 
loft,  he  pretends  not  to  decide.  Firft,  as  to  his 
Additions  ; he  has  at  the  end  of  the  Chorus 
after  the  firft  Adi,  added  threefcore  Verfes  of 
his  own  Invention.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
fecond  Adi,  he  has  added  a whole  Scene,  where 
he  Introduces  the  Spedlre  of  Achilles  riling 
from  Hell,  to  require  the  Sacrifice  of  Tolyxena. 
To  the  Chorus  of  this  Adt,  he  has  added  three 
Stanzas.  Secondly,  as  to  his  Alterations  ; In- 
ftead  of  tranflating  the  Chorus  of  the  third  Adt, 
(which  is  wholly  taken  up  with  the  Names  of  I 
Forreign  Countries,  the  Tranflation  of  which  : 
without  Notes,  he  thought  would  be  tirefome  : 
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to  the  Englijh  Reader; ) he  has  fubftituted  in 
its  Read,  another  Chorus  of  his  own  Invention. 
This  Tragedy  runs  in  Verfes  of  fourteen  Syl- 
lables, and  for  the  moft  part  his  Chorus  is  writ 
in  Verfe  of  ten  Syllables,  which  we  call  He- 
foick  Verfe.  Whether  his  Tranflation  excel, or 
be  exeell’d  by  thofe  done  by  Robert  Gamier y 
and  the  Sieur  de  Sallibray , I muft  leave  to  thofe 
who  have  read  them  to  deckle. 

' Thyejles , is  a Tragedy  in  the  Judgment  of 
Heinfius  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  other  Dra- 
matick Pieces  writ  by  Seneca.  Whether  he 
made  ufe  of  Lucius  Varius  or  no,  I mull:  leave  to 
the  Inquiry  of  the  Learned;  whilft  I Inform  my 
Reader,  That  our  Author  tranflated  this  Play 
when  he  was  Fellow  of  All-Souls  Colledge  in 
Oxford.  This  Tragedy, is  writ  in  the  fame  mea- 
fure  of  Verfe  with  the  other  ; only  the  Chorus 
is  writ  in  Alternate  Rime  The  Tranflator 
has  added  a Scene  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  Aft, 
fpoken  by  Thyejles  alone ; in  which  he  bewails 
his  Mifery,  and  implores  Heaven’s  Vengeance 
on  Atreus.  Thefe  Plays  are  printed  with  the 
other  feven  in  a Black  Letter, in  q.0  Lond.  iy8i. 


John  Heywood. 

This  Ancient  Writer  flourifh’d  in  the  Reigns  0 
of  K.  Edward  the  Sixth,  and  Queen  Mary  ; and 
liv’d  at  North-mims  in  Hertfordfl)ire}  near  St.  - 
AlbanSyYiz  was  moft  familiar  with  Sr.  Tho?nas 
More , whofe  Neighbour  he  was, 


of-Queen  Mary-j  in  whofe  Favour  he  grew  ex- 
ceed- 
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. ^ ceedingly.  After  her  Death,  he  fled  beyond 

Sea,  on  Account  of  his  Religion,  and  Died  an 
Exile  at  dMechlem,  An.  Uom.  175-6.  ^ 

^ ^ o He  was  I believe  Qne-of  the  firfl:  Dramatick 

. , ^ ^ Writers  in  our  Englifh  Tongue$— and- publiiht 

O gfc  H.  ^ cFzf.  ^ Seven  Pieces,  which  he  calls  Interludes  : a»4 

which  according  to  Mr:  KirkmaUy  were  pr-ia. 
ted  with  the  firit  of  aur  E-nglifh  Printing.  Not- 
withstanding his  lultering  torKeligion,he  has  as 
much  exploded  the  Vices  of  the  Romijh  Clergy, 
as  Nic.  de  Clemangiis.  He  fays  of  his  own  W rit- 
ings,  ‘That  he  appliedMirth  more  than  Thrift, 
*made  mad  Plays,  and  did  few  good  Works  (h). 

Of  all  his  Plays,  I never  faw  but  one,  which 
I have  by  me,  in  cjuarto ; tho’  I ha,ve  been  told 
that  the  reft  of  his  Plays  are  printed  in  fol.  of 
which  in  Order. 

1/^‘  Four  T'sy  a Merry  Interlude,  of  a Talmery 
a Tardoner,  a crotycary7  and  a Tedler  ; Imprint- 

Geotge^fW^lriMfddk^  in  4° Take  a Sample 
of  his  Stile,  that  you  may  judge  of  the  reft. 

Palmer ; 

No  we  God  be  herey  who  kepeth  this  Thee 
Now  by  my  Fait  by  I cry  e you  mercy 
Of  Reafon  / mujl  Jew  for  grace 
My  Rewdnefs  Jhewetb  me  nofo  homely 
Where  of  your  pardon  axt , and  wonne 
I few  you  as  Curtefy  doth  me  binde 
To  teU  this  which  [ball  be  begonne 
In  order  as  may  come  heft  in  mindy 
I am  a P aimer  as  yee  fey  &e* 

( h ) £00.  Epi^tims,  i yo, 
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Play  between  John  the  Husband,  and  Tybhis 
a Wife.  ~ 

Play  betwe^ntfhe  Tar  doner  ¥ the  Frg&fthz 
Curate,  and  Neighbour  Pratte.  <=r 

Play  of  Gentlenefs  and  Nobility,  2 Parts.  ^ 

Play  of  Love.  ^ 

Play  of  rk&lVeather.  <t 
Befides  thefe  Plays,  he  has  “written  Three  -x 
hundred  Epigrams  upon  3 00.  Proverbs,  sprinted 
in  quarto  London. 

A Fourth  hundred  of  Epigrams , printed  in 
quarto  Lond.  iyp8. 

A Fifth  hundred  of  Epigrams , printed  in 
quarto  Lend.  iyp8. 

Dr.  Fuller^ mentio n 0 a Book  writ  by  our  Ati~  "h* 
-ther,  ( »)  inStuled  Monument  a Li  ter  aria, which 
are  faid  to  be  Non  tarn  labor e condita f quam 
kpore  condita.  The  Author  df  The  Ai  t of 
Englijh  Poetry,  fpeaking  of  feveralofour  Old 
Englijh  Bards,  fays  thus  of  this  our  Poet;  (*) 
‘John  Hpywood,  who  in  King  Edward  the 
1 Sixth’s  time,  for  the*Mirth  and  Quicknefe  of 
c his  Conceits,  more  than  for  any  good  Learn- 
ing that  was  in  him,  came  to  be  well  benefy  ’d 
c by  the  King.  That  the  Reader  may  judge  of 
his  Epigrams , to  which  certainly  the  fore- 
mentioned  Writer  alludes,  I will  tranicribe 
one,  writ  by  him  on  himfelf.^ 


\vi»  y, 


Of  Hey  wood’s  Fifth  Hund.  Numb.  100. 

Art  thou  Hey  wood  ,with  thy  mad  Merry  JFit  ? 
2'eai  forfooth  Mdjler , that  Name  is  even  hit. 
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T Art  thou  Heywood,  that  apply Jl  Mirth  more 
^ than  Thrift  ? 

Tcs^Sir,  I take  merry  Mirth , 0 Golden  Gift. 

Art  thou  Hey  wood,  that  haft  made  many  mad 
Plays  t 

Tea , Plays,  few  good  JVorks  in  my  PS  ays. 

Art  thou  Hey  woo  &,that  hath  made  Men  merry 

Tea , and  will  ft’  I he  made  merry  among.  [ long  ? 

0 Art  thou  Hey wood  ,that  wouldft  be  made  merry 

Tesy  Sir , help  me  to  it  now,  I befeechyou.  [now. 

Tis  not  unlikely  that  our  Author  may  have 
more  Plays  in  Print,  than  we  have  mention’d ; 
but  I am  very  confident  that  The  Tinder  of 
JVakgfieldy  and  T kilo t as  Yeo/rA,notwithbanding 
the  Allegations  of  Mr.  Philips  and  Mr.  Win* 
Jlanley^xz not  of  that  number : the  One  being 
written,  as  I fuppofe,  at  leaf!  printed,  above 
Twenty,  the  Other  more  than  Fourty  Years 
after  his  Death. 

Thomas  Heywood. 

An  Author  that  liv’d  in  the  Time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth , and  the  Reign  of  King  James  the 
^ FirfL  Tho’  he  were  but  an  Aftor,  as  is  mani-  I 
fefl  by  Mr.  Kirkmans  Tedimony,  and  apparent 
from  a Piece  writ  by  him,  call’d  The  Aft  or s 
A Vindication  ; yet  his  Plays  were  in  thole  Days  | 
accounted  of  the  Second-Rate.  He  was  the  ' 
mod  Voluminous  Writer  that  ever  handled 
Dramatick  Poetry  in  our  Language ; and  I 
know  none  but’ the  Famous  Spaniard \ Lopez  I 
=j \=de  Vega,  that  can  vye  with  him  ; if  at  lead  we  j 
give  Credit  to  his  own  Attedation,  in  the  Pre-  I 

face  I 
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face  to  One  of  his  Plays ; (*)  c This  Tragicomedy 
i (as  he  fays)  being  One  referv’d  amongft  two 

< Hundred  and  Twenty,  in  which  I have  had 

< either  an  entire  Hand,  or  at  the  leaft  a main 
c Finger.  Of  this  Number  we  have,  that  I 
know  of,  but  Five  and  Twenty  entire  Plays  re- 
maining: the  Reaion  of  which  the  Author 
gives  us  in  the  fame  Epiftle.  i True  it  is,  that 
4 my  Plays  are  not  expofed  unto  the  world  in 
1 Volumes,  to  bear  the  Title  of  JVorks , (as  o- 
« thers)  one  Reafon  is,  That  many  of  them  by 
€ fhifting  and  change  of  Companies,  have  been 

< negligently  loft,  Others  of  them  are  ftill  re- 
gained in  the  Hands  of  fome  A&ors,  who 
1 think  it  againft  their  peculiar  profit  to  have 
1 them  come  in  Print  ; and  a third,  That  it  was 
c never  any  great  Ambition  in  me  to  be  Volu- 
€ minoufly  read. 

Thefe  feetn  to  me,  to  be  more  flaufible  Rea- 
fons  than  what  Mr.  fVinflanley  gives  for  their 
Mifcarjriage ; ‘ ’Tis  faid  (”v),  that  he  not  only 
1 a&ed  himfelf  almoft  every  day,  but  alfo  wrote 
c each  day  a Sheet ; and  that  he  might  loofe  no 
1 time,  many  of  his  Plays  were  compos’d  in  the 
c Tavern,  on  the  back-fide  of  Tavern  Bills; 
1 which  may  be  the  occafion  that  fb  many  of 
1 them  be  loft.  Certainly  the  Tavern  Bills  were 
very  large,  or  Mr.  IVinftanley  muft  think  his 
Readers  Credulity  of  the  fame  extent  with  his 
own  ; Who  would  fubfcribe  to  the  belief  of  fo 
ridiculous  a Story.  This  Report  Mr.  fVinflan- 
ley  partly  borrows  from  Mr.  Kirkmaris  Adver^ 
tifement  at  the  End  of  his  Catalogue,  and  as 

(I)  En&Ujb  Traveller,  (m)  Lives  ofibe  Toed,  p .96. 

R Sto- 
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Stories  lofe  nothing  in  the  carriage,  ;Mr.  IVin- 
jianky  had  added  the  Contrivance  of  making 
ufeof  Tavern  Bills  to  fave  Paper.  But  tho’ 
many  of  thefe  Plays  being  written  loofely  in 
Taverns  as  Mr.  Kirkgnan  obferves,  might  occa- 
fion  their  being  fo  mean  ; yet  it  did  not  in  pro- 
bability much  contribute  to  their  lofs,  as  Mr. 
tVwjlanley  would  have  it. 

To  do  our  Author  juffcice,  I cannot  allow . 
that  his  Plays  are  lo  mean  as  Mr.  Kirkpian  has: 
reprefented  them : for  he  was  a general  Scholar, 
and  an  indifferent  Linguift,as  his  feveral  Tran- 
flat  ions  from  Lttcian  lErafmuSyTex tor  ^Beza,  Bu- 
chanan, and  other  Latine  and  Italian  Authors, 
fufficientiy  manifefl.  Nay,  further  in  feveral 
of  his  Plays  he  has  borrow’d  many  Ornaments 
from  the  Ancients ; as  more  particularly  in  his 
Plays  call’d  The  Ages , he  has  interfperft  feve- 
ral Things,  borrow’d  from  Homer, Virgil, Ovid, 
Seneca,  Tlautus,  &c.  which  extreamly  fet  them 
off  What  Opinion  the  Wits  of  the  lafl  Age 
had  of  him  may  appear  from  the  following 
Verfes,  extra&ed  from  a Copy  of  the  Poets  of 
thofe  Times : viz. 

; ’ f\  ! 

The  fquibbing  Middleton,  and  Hey  wood  Sage) 
Tti  Apologetick  Atlas  of  the  Stage  ; 

JVell  of  the  Golden  Age,  he  could  entreaty 
But  little  of  the  Mettal,  he  could  get ; 

Three  [core  fweet  Babes  he  fajhiond  at  a Lump , 
For  he  was  C hr  i fiend  in  Parnaffiis  Tump  ; 

The  dMufes  Goffip  to  Aurora  r Bed \ 

And  ever  fince  that  time  his  Face  was  Red \ 

Ifhallnow  give  the  Reader  an  Account  of  the 

Plays 
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Plays  our  Author  has  written;  but  crave  his 
leave  to  begin  firft  with  thofe,  which  areufu- 
ally  ftiled  The  Ages,  becaufe  they  are  generally 
fold  together,  and  depend  upon  each  other : 
apd  on  another  fcore  they  deferve  the  Prefer- 
ence, as  being  accounted  by  mofttheFloweF  of 
all  his  Plays.  I (hall  rank  them  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  Ovid  has  deferib’d  them  in  his  Di- 
vine Work,  ibie'Metamorpho/is. 

Golden  Age,  or  The  Lives  of  Jupiter  and  Sa- 
turn, with  the^Deifying  of  the  Heathen  Gods ; 
a Hiftory  fundry  times  a&ed  at  the  Red- Bull, 
by  the  Queens  Majefties  Servants,  and  printed 
a. 0 Lond.  ifliit  This  Play  the  Author  (biles, 
(*»)  ‘ The  Eldefl  Brother  of  three  Ages,  that 
1 have  adventur’d  the  Stage,  but  the  only  yet, 

€ that  hath  been  judg’d  to  the  Prefs.  The  Au- 
thor in  this  Play,  and  the  Two  following  in- 
troduces Homer  as  the  Expofitor  of  each  Dumb 
Jhew , in  imitation,  as  I fuppofe,  of Shakefpears  - 
pra&ice  in  Terzcles  Trine e of  Tyre , where  Go- 
wer is  fuppos’d  to  do  the  fame  piece  of  Service 
to  the  Audience.  I (hall  leave  it  to  the  Learned 
Readers  Judgment  how  far  our  Poet  has  fol- 
low’d the  Writers  of  Poetical  Hiflory : w.hilft 
I refer  my  Englifh  Readers  to  Rofss  MiFlago - 
gus  Toeticus  ; and  to  Galtruchius.s  Poetical  Hi- 
ftory  for  fatisfa&ion:  or,  if  they  pleafe,  to 
the  Hiftorical  Di&ionaries  of  Gould  wan,  Lit- 
tleton, &c. 

Silver  Age,  a Hiftory  including  the  Love  of 
Jupiter  to  Alcmena ; the  Birth  of  Hercules  ; and 
the  Rape  of  Troferpine : concluding  with  the 

(n)  EpilMe  to  the  Reader, 

R a Ar- 
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Arraignment  of  the  Moon  ; printed  4P  Lend. 
161 3 /The  Author  in  this  Epiftle  acquaints  the 
Reader,  ‘That  tho’  I began  with  Gold \ 
‘ follow  with  Silver , proceed  with  Brafs , and 
‘ purpofe  by  God’s  Grace  to  end  with  Iron.  He 
‘hopes  the  declining  Titles  fhall  no  whit  ble- 
‘milh  the  Reputation  of  the  Works:  but  he 
‘rather  trufls,  that  as  thofe  Mettals  decreafe 
‘ in  value,  fo  c contrario , their  Books  fhall  m- 
‘creafe  in  fubflance,  weight,,  and  eflimation. 
Our  Author  in  this  Play  has  borrow’d  feveral 
Paflages  from  the  Ancients  : as  the  Intrigue  of 
Jupiter  and  Alcmena , is  tranflated  from  the 
Amphitruo  of  Tlautus.  The  Rape  of  Trofer - 
pine  is  borrow’d  from  Ovid's  Met  amor phojis, 
lib.  3,  with  other  places  too  many  to  repeat. 

Brazen  Age , a Hiftory  ; the  Firfl  Ad  con- 
taining the  Death  of  the  Centaur e Nejfus  ; the 
Second,  the  Tragedy  of  Meleager  ; the  Third, 
the  Tragedy  of  JaJon  and  Medea ; the  Fourth, 
Vulcan's  Net ; the  Fifth, -the  Labours  and  Death 
of  Hercules : printed  40  Lond.  i<5i  All  thefe 
Stories  are  to  be  found  in  Ovid's  Metamorpbojis . 
For  the  Story  of  Nejfasfcc  Lib.  9.  Fab.a.  Of 
Meleager , Lib. 8.  Fab.4.  Of  Jafon , Lib. 7.  Fab.i. 
Of  Vulean's  Met,  Lib.  4.  Fab.  y.  Of  Hercules , 
Lib.p.  Fab.3. 

Iron  Agey  the  firfl  part,  an  Hiflorv  contain- 
ing the  Rape  of  Hetten  ; the  Siege  of  7 roy  j the 
Combat  between  Heitor  and  Ajax ; Heitor  and 
Troilus  (lain  by  Achilles ; Achilles  flam  by 
Baris;  Ajax  and  Ulyjfes  contend  for  the  Ar- 
mour of  Achilles  ; the  Death  of  Ajax  Slc.  prin- 
ted 40  Lond.  1632.  and  dedicated  to  his  Wor- 
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thy  and  Much  Refpe&ed  Friend,  Mr.  Thomas 
Hammond  of Gray s-/«#Efquire.  The  Author 
in  his  Epiflle  acquaints  the  Reader,  ‘ That  this 
‘ Iron  Age,  beginneth  where  the  other  left, 
‘ holding  on  in  a plain  and  dire<S  courfe  from 
‘ the  fecond  Rape  of  HeUen , not  only  to  the 
‘ utter  mine  and  devaffcation  of  Troy  ; but  it, 
‘ with  the  fecond  part,  flretcheth  to  the  Deaths 
‘ of  HeUen , and  all  thofe  Kings  of  Greece , who 
‘ were  the  undertakers  of  that  Ten  years  bloody 
‘ and  fatal  Siege.  Laflly,  he  defires  the  Reader 
to  take  notice,  ‘That  thefe  were  the  Plays 
‘often  (and  not  with  the  leafl  applaufe,)  pub- 
sickly  a&ed  by  two  Companies,  upon  One 
‘ Stage  at  once, and  have  at  fundry  times  throng- 
ed three  feveral  Theatres,  with  numerous 
‘and  mighty  Auditories.  The  Author  has  bor- 
row’d in  many  places  of  this  Play,  as  the  Rea- 
der may  fee  by  comparing  the  Contention  be- 
tween Ajax  and  Ulyjfes  with  Ovid's  Met  amor- 
pho/is , Lib.  1 3.  and  other  the  like,  too  numerous 
to  particularife.  For  the  main  Plot  confult 
Homer , Virgil \ T>ares  Phrigius , &c.  for  the  Epi- 
fodes,  Ovid's  Epijlles , Met  amor phojis,  Lucians 
Dialogues,  &c. 

Iron  Age,  the  fecond  part,  a Hiflory  con- 
taining the  Death  of  Tenthefilea,  Paris , Priam, 
and  Hecuba : The  burning  of  Troy:  The  Deaths 
of  Agamemnon,  Menelaus , Clitemnejira , Hellena , 
Orefies,  Egiftus , Pylades,  King  Diomed \ Tyrhus, 
Cethus,Synon,  TherJiteS,  printed  40  Loud.  1632,. 
and  dedicated  to  his  Worthy  and  much  Re- 
fpefted  F riend,  Mr. Thomas  Manwaring  Elquire. 
For  the  Plot  confult  the  foremeruion’dAuthors. 

R 1 Mr, 
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Mr.  Heywood  defign’d  a new  Edition  of  all 
thefe  Age$  together, f And  to  illuftrate  (as  he 
c fays  (o)  the  whole  with  an  Explana- 

c tion  of  the  difficulties,  and  an  Hiftorical  Com- 
* ment  upon  every  hard  Name,  which  might 
c appear  obfcure  and  intricate  to  fuch  as  were 
■ not  frequent  in  Poetry ; but  this  detign  of  his, 
I know  not  for  what  reafon  was  laid  afide. 

Having  given  the  Reader  a full,  if  not  too 
tedious  Account  cf  thefePlays,  I haften  to  Ipeak 
of  the  reft  in  our  accuflom’d  order  as  follows. 

Challenge  for  Beauty , a Tragi-comedy,  fun- 
dry  times  ailed  by  the  Kings  Ma  jellies  Ser- 
vants at  the  Black-fryars , ana  at  the  Globe  on 
the  Bank-fide  ; printed  4 ^ Lond.  1 636.  *** 

Put  chefs  of  Suflbjk  her  Life  ; a Hiftory  di- 
ve rTlmHdlmdr^  good  Ap- 

plaufe;  printed  40  Lond.  1631.  The  Plot  is 
built  on  Hiftory,'  fee  the  Story  at  large  in  Fox  s 
Martyrology  in  the  R^ign  of  Qijeen  dMary,  An. 
Pom.  ryy8.  in  the  Story  of  Lady  Katherine , 
Dutchels  of  Suffolf  See  befides  Clark's  tSMar- 
tyrology,  Chap.  11.  pag.  yai. 

Edward  the  Fourth , a Hiftory  in  Two  Parts, 
printed  40  Lond.  16 — . The  Foundation  of 
this  Play  is  built  upon  Chronicle.  See  the  Sto- 
ry of  this  King  writ  by  Polydore  Virgil,  Pn 
Che  file , Speed \ &c. 

Englifi  Traveller , a Tragi-comedy  publickly 
ailed  at  the  Cock-pit  in  Prury-kme , by  her  Ma- 
jellies  Servants;  printed  40  Lond.  1633.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Worfhipful  Sir  Henry 
Appleton,  Knight  Baronet.  The  Plot  and  Lan- 

(,o)  Epiftic  the  Kcadcr. 
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guage  of  young  Lyonel  and  Reignaldy  is  ftoln 
from  Plautus's  Mojlellaria.  The  Story  of  old 
Wincote  and  his  Wife,  Geraldine , and  Balavil \ 
the  Author  affirms  to  be  true  in  his  Hiftory  of 
JVomen\  where  'tis  related  at  large  lib.  ^ fag. 
2.69.  8°  Edition. 

Fair  Maid  of  the  Exchange , a Comedy,  toge- 
ther with  the  merry  Humours,  and  pleafant 
Paflages  of  the  Cripple  of  Fanchurch , furnifht 
with  variety  of  deferable  Mirth : printed  4", 
Lond.  1637.  The  Parts  are  fo  call:  by  the  Au- 
thor, that  tho’  there  are  Twenty  Aftors,  E- 
leven  may  eafily  aft  this  Comedy:  tho’ in  my 
opinion  it  is  not  worth  reviving.  Nay  fur- 
ther, I queftion  notwithftandingMr.  Kirkmatt 
has  afcrib’d  it  to  our  Author,  whether  it  be  his, 
fince  his  Name  is  not  prefixt,  neither  does  the 
Stile,  or  Oeconomy  refemble  the  reft  of  his 
Labours. 

Fair  Maid  of  the  JVejl^  or  A Girl  worth  Gold \ 
a Tragi-comedy  the  Firft  Part : lately  afted 
before  the  King  and  Queen,  with  approved 
liking,  by  the  Queens  Majefties  Comedians ; 
printed  4 ® Lond.  1631.  and  dedicated  to  his 
much  Worthy,  and  his  moft  Refpefted  John 
Othow  Efquire,  Counfellor  at  Law,  in  the  No- 
ble Society  of  Grafs- Inn. 

Our  Author  in  the  Epiftle  both  to  this  Play, 
and  The  Enghjh  Traveller , pleads  Modefty,  in 
not  expofing  his  Plays  to  the  publick  view  of 
the  World,  in  numerous  Sheets  and  a large 
Volume,  under  the  Title  of  IVorks , as  others : 
By  which  he  would  feem  tacitly  to  arraign 
fome  of  his  Cotemporaries  for  Oftentation,  and 

R 4.  want 
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want  of  Modefly.  I am  apt  to  believe,  that 
our  Author  levelled  his  Accufation  at  Ben  John- 
fon:  fince  no. other  Poet  that  I know  of,  in 
thofe  day,  gave  his  Plays,  the  pompous  Title 
of  Works ; of  which  Sir  John  Suckling  has 
taken  notice  in  his  Sejfions  of  the  Toets. 

The  firjl  that  brok$ filence  was  good  Old  Beny 
Trepar'd  before  with  Canary  Wine  ; [Bays, 
And  he  told  them  plainly  that  he  defervd  the 
For  his  were  call'd  Works,  where  others  were 
but  Plays. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a Diftick  dire&ed  by 
fome  Poet  of  that  Age,  to  Benjohnfon  ; 

Tray , tell  me  Ben,  where  does  the  myft'ry  lurk  <* 
IV hat  others  call  a Play,  you  call  a Work. 

Which  was  thus  anfwer’d  by  a Friend  of  his  • 

The  Author  s Friend  thus  for  the  Author  fay  s. 
Be  nr  Tlays  are  Works  ywhen  others  Works  are 
Tlays. 

Fair  Maid  of  the  JVeJl , or  A Girl  worth  Gold \ 
the  fecond  Part ; adled  before  the  King  and 
Queen,  with  approved  Liking,  by  the  Queens 
Ma  jellies  Comedians:  printed  of  Lond.  16  3 1. and 
dedicated  to  the  true  Favourer  of  th (TMufesy 
and  all  good  Arts,  Thomas  Hammondy  Efq*,  of 
Grays-Inn.  Thefe  Plays  ( as  our  Author  ac- 
quaints his  Patron)  (?)  ‘Not  only  pall  the  Cen- 
< lure  of  the  Plehe,  and  Gentry , but  of  the  Fa- 
ir icians  and  Tretextatx ; as  alio  of  our  Royal- 
Auguflusy  and  Livja.  I know  not  where  our 

( pj  Bpiftls  Dedicatory. 
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Poet  met  with  this  Story,  but  as  Poets  ufually 
take  the  Foundation  of  a Play,  from  a Hiftory, 
or  a Romance ; fo  thefe  two  Plays  have  ferv’d 
for  the  Subje6b  of  a Romance,  which  on  this 
Model  was  writ  by  John  Dancer ^ above-men- 
tioned, to  whom  I refer  you  (*).  "t ~ 

Fortune  by  Land  and  Sea , a Tragi-comedy, 
aCted  with  great  applaufe,  by  the  Queens  Ser- 
vants ; written  by  our  Author,  and  the  Well- 
Efteem’d  JVilliam  Row/y  ; but  not  printed  till 
after  their  Deceafe,  4 o'Lond.  1 

Four  Trent  ices  o/Tondon,  with  the  Conquefl 
of  Jerufalem ; a Hiftory  divers  times  aCted  at 
the  Red-Bull , by  the  Queens  Majeflies  Servants 
with  good  applaufe  ; printed  40  Lond.^ 
and  dedicated  to  the  Honeft  High-Spirited 
Prentices, the  Readers.  This  Play  was  written 
(as  the  Author  fays  ) in  his  Infancy  of  Judge- 
ment, in  this  kind  of  Poetry,  and  his  fir  ft  Pra- 
ctice ; and  that  as  Plays  were  then,  fome  fix- 
teen  Years  before  its  Publication,  it  was  in  the 
Fafhion.  This  Play  is  founded  on  the  Ex- 
ploits of  the  Famous  Godfrey  of  Bulloigny  who 
took  Jerusalem  from  the  Infidels  the  iy.  of 
July  A D.  1099.  For  the  Story,  fee  Tajfos  II 
Gofredo , Dr , Fuller  s Holy  JVar.  The  late  Hifto- 
ry  of  the  Cmfades , <£yc. 

If  you  know  not  me^you  know  no  Body  ; or  The  O 
Troubles 0 fifteen  Elizabeth^  a Hiflory  in  two 
Parts,  printed  40  Lond.  1623.  This  Play  was 
a- printed  without  the  Authors  Knowledge  or 
Confent,  and  that  fo  corruptly,  ( it  not  being 
divided  into  A£ls  ) that  at  the  Reviving  of  it 
(9)  Pag  100. 
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at  the  Cockpit , after  having  been  afted  for  the 
fpace  of  one  and  twenty  Years,  he  writ  a Pro- 
logue ( r),  which  particularly  inveigh’d  againffc 
this  Imperfect  Copy,  as  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing Lines. 

rT was  ill  nurji \ 

And  yet  receiv'd  as  well perform d at  fir  ft, 
Grac'd \ and  frequented  for  the  Cradle -Age 
T>id  throng  the  Seats , the  Boxes,  and  the  Stage , 
So  ?nuch  ; that  fome  by  Stenography  drew 
The  Blot  put  it  in  print;  (fcarce  one  word  true.) 
And  in  that  lamenefs  it  has  limpt fo  long  ; 

The  Autloor  now  to  vindicate  that  wrong , 

Hath  took  the  pains , upright  upon  it's  feet 
To  teach  it  walk  ; Jo  pie  fie  you  fit , and fee' t. 

For  the  Plot,  fee  the  Writers  of  the  Life  of 
Q.  Elizabeth ; as  Cambden, Speed fDu  Chejhe,fyc. 
And  our  Author  had  fo  great  a Veneration  for 
that  Heroick  Princefs,  that  he  writ  a little  Hi- 
ftorical  Piece,  call’d  England's  Elizabeth , print- 
ed RoEond.  1631. 

Lancafhire  IVitches , a well  receiv’d  Comedy, 
afted  at  the  Globe  on  the  Bank-fide,  by  the 
Kings  Majefties  Aftors ; written  by  our  Au- 
thor, and  the  Ingenious  jRich.Brome,  and  print- 
ed 40.  Lond.  1 6- — . I have  read  in  my  younger 
Days  (if  I miflake  not)  the  Foundation  of  this 
Play,  in  an  old  Englifh  Quarto ; but  as  to  that 
part  of  the  Plot, where  JVhetfione  revenges  him- 
felf  by  his  Aunt’s  means,  on  Arthur , Shakftone , 
and  Bantam , for  calling  him  Baftard,  Aft  4.  Sc. 
the  laft;  ’tis  founded  on  the  Story  of  John 
00  Printed  i.i  bis  Dialogue*  ah 4 Uiama*>  p . 241. 
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Teutonicus  of  Holberftad \ a place  in  High-Ger- 
many , who  was  a known  Ballard,  and  a Magi- 
cian. Our  Author  has  related  this  Story  in 
Verfe,  in  his  Hierarchy  of  Angels,  Lib.  8.  pag. 
fiz,  &c. 

Loves  Miftris , or  The  Queens  Mafjue ; three  v 
times  ailed  before  their  Majellies,  within  the 
fpaceof  eight  Days ; in  the  prefence  of  fundry 
ForreignEmbaffadours.  Publickly  ailed  by  the 
Queen  s Comedians,  at  the  Phoenix  in  Drury - 
Lane . The  Second  ImprelTion  correiled  by 

the  Author,  printed  40  Lond.  1640.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Right  Honourable  Edward  Earl 
of  Dorfet.  The  Play  is  founded  on  Apuleius\ 
Golden  Afs  : a kind  of  Romance  in  Latin  ; and 
Englijtidb y IV.  Addington , 40 Lond.  id 3 4. 

rJMaidenhead  well  loft , a pleafant  Comedy, 
publickly  ailed  in  Drury-Lane , with  much  ap- 
plaufe  by  her  Ma jellies  Servants,  printed  40. 
Lond.  1634. 

Rape  of  Lucrece,  a true  Roman  Tragedy, with 
| the  feveral  Songs  in  their  appointed  places, 

! by  V ilerius  the  merry  Lord  among  the  Roman 
Peers.  The  Copy  revis’d,  and  fundry  Songs 
before  omitted,  now  inferted  in  their  right 
I places ; ailed  by  her  Majellies  Servants  at  the 
Red-Bull,  printed  f Lond.  16^.  For  the  Plot, 
fee  Livy  Dec.  r.  C.  ^8.  Florus  Lib.  1.  C.  7.  Vat 
Max.  Lib.  6.  C.  1 1 . Ex.  1 . 

Robert  Earl  o f Huntington’.r  Downfall , after- 
wardTcalPd  Robin  Hood \ of  Merry  Sherwoode  ; 
with  his  Love  to  Chafte  Matilda , the  Lord 
Fitz-waters  Daughter , afterwards  his  Fair 
Maid  Marian : ailed  by  the  Right  Honourable 
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the  Earl  of  Nottingham , the  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral of  England  his  Servants,  and  printed  40. 
Lond.  1601. 

Robert  Earl  of  Huntingtons  Death,  other- 
wiie  calTd  Robin  Hood  of  Merry  Sherwoode  ; 
with  the  Lamentable  Tragedy  of  Chafte  Ma-  - 
tilda,  his  Fair  Maid  Marian,  poyfon’d  at  Dun- 
mow  by  the  King ; and  printed  40.  Lond ’ 1601. 
Both  thefe  Plays  are  printed  in  Black-Letter, 
hut  neither  of  them  are  divided  into  Adis.  The^ 
firft  part  is  introduc’d  by  John  Skelton , Poet 
Laureat  to  King  Henry  the  Eighth;  ancl  the 
the  fecond,  by  Fryar  Tuck .u  For  the  Plot,  fee 
our  Englijh  Chronicles  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Richard  the  Firft,  as  Du  Chefne , Speed \ Baker, 
&c. See  befides  Fullers  Worthies  in  the  Account 
of  No  ttinghamjhirc,  p.^iy.  Draytons  Polyolbion, 
Song  26. 

Royal  King,  and  Loyal  Subjeft ; a Tragi-co- 
medy,  aded  with  great  applaufe  by  the  Queens 
Majefties  Servants,  and  printed  40.  Lond.i6i~j. 
The  Plot  of  this  Play,extreamly  refembles  that 
of  Fletcher's  Loyal  SubjeSl. 

Wife -Woman  of  Hogfden,  a Comedy  fundry 
times  aded  with  good  applaufe,  printed  quarto 
Lond.  i^jg.^This  Play  is  commended  by  a Copy 
of  Verfes,  printed  at  the  End,  writ  by  his 
F riend  Mr.  Samuel  King. 

Woman  kilt d with  Kindnefs,  a Comedy  often- 
times adedTytheQueens  Majefties  Servants ; 
and  printed  quarto  Lond.  161 7.^ 

Thefe  are  all  the  Plays  that  our  Author  has 
extant,  except  we  will  reckon  his  Dialogues, 
under  the  Species  of  Dramatick  Poetry  ;Tuch 
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as  Jupiter  and  To ; Apollo  and  Daphne',  Amphrife , 
or  The  Forfaken  Shepherdefs ; fee.  all  which 
with  feveral  Tranflations  above-mention’d  the 
Reader  may  perufe  in  a Book  intituled,  Plea - 
fant  "Dialogues  and  Drammas , co  lie  Sled  out  of 
Lucian,  Erafmus,  Textor,  Ovid,  fee.  printed 
o6ta vo  Lond.  1657. 

There  may  be  another  Reafon  added  to  thofe 
already  mention’d,  why  no  more  of  our  Au- 
thor’s Plays  have  been  publifhed,  which  he 
himfelf  gives  us  in  his  Epiftle  to  The  Rape  of 
Lucrece;  ‘That  he  ufea  to  fell  his  Copy  to 
‘the  Players,  and  therefore  fuppos’d  he  had  no 
‘further  right  to  print  them,  without  their 
‘Confent ; which  is  the  Reafon  that  fo  few 
4 are  in  print ; and  that  fome  of  thefe  Plays  that 
4 are  fo,  have  been  copy’d  by  the  Ear,  and  print- 
4ed  uncorreft  without  his  Knowledge. 

As  to  his  other  Pieces,  he  has  publifht  fe- 
veral in  Verfe  and  Profe.  In  the  former  he 
has  written  a Poem,  called  The  Hierarchy  of  the 
Blejfed  Angels , with  Notes,  printed  fol.  Lond. 

1 6 In  reading  over  this  Book,  I find  our 
Author  informing  the  World,  (f)  ‘That  he 
‘intended  to  commit  to  the  publick  View,  the 
‘Lives  of  the  Poets, Forreign  and  Modern, from 
4 the  fir  ft  before  Homer , to  the  NoviJJimt  and 
‘lad,  of  what  Nation  or  Language  foever  .j  fo 
‘ far  as  any  Hidory,  or  Chronology  would  give 
‘him  warrant.  But  this  Work,  notwithftand- 
ing  our  Author’s  Intention,  I prefume  was  ne- 
ver compleated,  or  at  lead  publifht.  ■+ 

His  chief  Pieces  in  Profe  are,  An  Apology  for 
(0  Notu  t/i  Lib.  p. 
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Alt or s,  printed  40.  Lond.  1612.  which  was 
highly  commended  by  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes, 
written  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  En^lifh.  This 
piece  was~ aniwer'd,  or  rather  rail'd  again#  by 
One  J.  G.  in  a Pamphlet  call’d,  A Refutation  of 
the  Apology  for  Alt  or s ; printed  40.  Lond.  i6iy. 
Whether  Mr .Trynns Piece  call’d  H'iftrioma(lix\ 
printed  40.  Lond  16^.  were  particularly  le- 
veil’d  again#  this  Book,  I cannot  pofitively  de- 
termine: but  I think  Sir  Richard  Baker , who 
anfwer’d  it,  (in  a little  Piece  call’d  The  Theatre 
vindicated, , printed  8°.  Lond \ ) has  fufficiently 
made  out  the  Character  he  gives  of  it,  (*)  That 
aU  his  Book  is  but  a Bundle  of  Scolding  Inve - 
Stive Sj  and  Railing,  inftead  of  Reafoning.  He 
has  writ  befides,7/6£  Life  and  Troubles  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  from  her  Cradle  to  her  Crown, 
printed  80.  Lond.  161 1.  The  Examplary  Lives 
and  A£ts  of  Nine  Women  Worthies ; three 
JevoSj  three  Gentiles , and  three  Chriftians ; 
printed  40.  1640.  The  General  Hiftory  of  Wo- 
men of  the  moil  Holy,  and  Profane,  the  mo# 
Famous,  and  Infamous  in  all  Ages  ; printed  8°. 
\Lond.  1 6 ? 7-*^ 

^ The  ufual  Motto  which  he  prefix’d  to  moft 
of  his  Works,  and  which  ftiew’d  the  chief  de- 
fign  of  his  Writing,  was  this  of  Horace > 

Aut  prodeffe  folent , aut  dele  It  are. 


Barten  Holiday. 

- * j . k k ' ' • f 4 dt  • • * ’ * • t ’ J U - -I  * 

A Gentleman  that  flourifht  in  the  Reigns  of 
King  Charles  the  Firft  and  Second.  He  was 
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born  about  the  latter  End  of  Queen  Elizabeths 
Reign,  in  Oxford , in  the  Parifh  of  All-Saints . 

He  was  enter’d  young  at  Chrift-Church , in  the 
time  of  Dr.  Ravis , his  Relation  and  Patron, 
by  whom  he  was  chofe  Student ; and  having 
taken  his  Degrees  of  Batchelor  and  Mafter 
of  Arts,  he  at  length  became"  Arch-Deacon 
of  Oxfordjhire.  He  died  foon  after  the  King’s 
Return,  at  Eiflyy  the  Corps  of  his  Arch-Dea- 
conry,  (near  Oxford)  in  the  Year  1661.  and 
was  buried  in  Chrift-Church ; having  left  be- 
hind him  the  Chara&er  of  a general  Scholar, 
a good  Preacher,  a skilful  Philofophefr,  and  an 
excellent  Poet.  As  a proof  of  this,  I muft  re- 
fer my  Reader  to  his  Works  in  general,  it  be- 
ing  my  province  at  prelent  only  to  enu- 
merate his  Writings,  and  make  remarks  on  no- 
thing, but  what  he  has  publifht  in  Dramatick 
Poetry  ; which  is  a Play  call’d 

TEXNorAMiA,  or  "The  Marriages  of  the  Arts , & 
a Comedy,  a£ied  by  the  Students  of  Chrijl - 
Church  in  Oxford,  before  the  Uni  verity,  at 
Shrove -tide ; printed  40.  Lond.  1630.  The  Au- 
thor has  funiciently  fhew’d  his  Learning  in 
the  Contexture  of  this  Comedy,  and  has  intro 
duc’d  feveral  things  from  the  Ancients ; par- 
ticularly two  Odes  from  Anacreon , viz.  All  2> 
v Sc.  a.  A61  3.  Sc.  the  laft.  He  has  Ihew’d  how 
well  he  was  able  to  imitate  another  Author, 
by  this  Play ; as  the  Reader  may  fee,  by  com- 
paring the  Challenge  of  Logicus,  to  Toeta , Ail 
2.  Sc.  2.  with  that  of  Dametas  to  Clinias7  drawn 
, by  the  Pen  of  the  Admirable  Sir  Philip  Sidney. 

He  has  feveral  other  Pieces  of  Poetry,  wliich 
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tW  Tr^nllations,  have  gain'd  him  a confide- 
rable  Reputation,  as  the  Tranflation  of  the  Sa- 
tyrs of  ’Juvenal , and  Terfius ; Illuftrated  with 
Notes  and  Sculptures,  printed  Fol.  OXon.16^1* 

His  Verfion  of  the  Odes  of  Horace , mention'd 
by  Mr.  JVood, \ (u)  to  have  been  printed  Lond. 
i He  has  likewife  publifht  feveral  Ser- 
mons, as  Three^ermons  preach’d  at  Oxford, 
and  two  Sermons  at  St.  Pauls-Crofs,  printed 
162.6,  A Sermon  of  the  Nature  of  Faith,  print- 
ed 4°-  Lond . 1 6^4.  Motives  to  a godly  Life, 
printed  4°.  Oxon.  16?*].  In  Latin , he  has  print- 
ed two  Pieces,  viz.  Thilofophia  ToUtico-barbara 
Specimen , de  AmmU.  40.  Oxon.  1 tfgy.  Or  bis  ter - 
rarum  Infpettio , lib.  1 o.  Oxon.  1661. 


Charles  Hool. 

A Gentleman  living  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
Charles  the  Firll  and  Second,  and  pofiibly  Rill 
in  Being.  He  was  born  at  IVakefield mTorkfhire; 
and  at  eighteen  Years  of  Age,  came  up  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford , and  was  enter'd  of  Lin - 
coin  Colledge.  After  having  taken  his  Degree 
of  Mailer  of  Arts,  he  withdrew  into  his  own 
Countrey,  where  he  took  upon  him  the  Pro- 
fellion  of  a School  Mailer  : he  taught  in  feveral 
places,  particularly  at  Rotheram , ( a Market^ 
Town  in  the  Well  Riding  in  Torkfhire  ; ) and 
afterwards,  being  fent  for  up  to  London  by  fe- 
veral Eminent  Citizens,  he  taught  School  in 
Red-Crof-flreet , near  Alderf-gate  PariDa;  and 
afterwards  remov'd  to  Arundel- Buildings,  not 

(uj  Ajftiq , Lib,  x.  p.  179, 
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far  from  the  Royal-Exchange.  At  the  King  s 
Return,  he  left  the  City,  and  remov’d  into 
JVales,  where  poflibly  he  ftill  follows  that  ufe*. 
ful  Profeffion.  He  has  been  very  laborious* 
not  only  in  Inftru&ing  Youth,  but  alfo  in  pub- 
lifting  many  Books  to  their  Advancement, 
One  of  which,  is  the  Subject  of  his  being  men- 
tion d in  our  Catalogue  ; viz. 

Six  Comedies  of  that  Excellent  Poet  Tublius 
Terentius , an  African  ol  Carthage , in  Englijh 
and  Latin\  for  the  ufe  of  Young  Scholars,  that 
they  may  the  more  readily  obtain  the  purity  -t- 
of  the  Latin  Tongue,  for  common  Difcourfe  ; 
printed  8°.  1 6q6.  This  Tranflatioii  was  un- 
dertaken by  our  Author,  at  the  Requeft  of  the 
Company  of  Stationers , for  whom  it  was  print- 
ed ; and  was  caftrated  in  fome  places;  as  in  par- 
ticular, fee  Eunuchus  A61  3.  Sc.  4,  y.  to  fpare 
the  Modefty  of  the  Youth  under  his  Tuition. 
Thofe  who  would  know  more  of  T trence , and 
his  Works,  let  them  turn  back  to  Richard 
Bernard. 

The  reft  of  his  Works  confift  chiefly  in 
Tranflations  of  Books  for  the  ufe  of  young 
Scholars,  as  Corderius , Cato,  <y£fofis  Fable sy 
Commenii  Or  bis  pi£lusy  &c.  T°  which  I may 
add  his  Edition  of  tlie  Greek  Teji ament , in 
which  the  Young  Grecian  will  find  all  the 
Themes  of  Greek  Words  ( according  to  Vaffors 
Lexicon)  plac’d  in  the  Margin.  He  has  pub- 
lifht  befides,  An  Entrance  to  the  Latin  Tongue , 
oftavo  Lond.  i6yp.  An  Explanation  of  the  Ac- 
cidence, o£lavo  Lond.  1683.  with  other  Books 
of  the  like  Nature.  & _ t 
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Edward  Howard,  Efq; 

A Gentleman,  (as  I fuppofe)  now  living,  who 
has  addicted  himfelf  to  the  Study  of  Dramatick 
Poetry : how  well  he  has  fucceeded  therein,  I ' 
fhall  leave  to  the  Readers  Judgment,  who  may 
find  four  Plays  of  his,  under  the  Titles  of 
t SMan  of  New- Market^  a Comedy  ailed  at  i 
the  Theatre-Royal,  and  printed  40  Lond.  1678. 

Six  ‘Days  Adventure , or  The  New  Utopia,  a 
Comedy  ailed  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Tories  Theatre;  printed  40  Lond.  1671.  This 
Play  mifearried  in  the  Ailion,  as  the  Author 
himfelf  acknowledges  in  his  Preface;  and  in- 
deed that  (harp  Wit,  the  late  Earl  of  Rocheftery 
writ  an  Inveilive  againfl  it  (x);  but  the  Ingeni-  i 
ous  Mt$.Behn)  Mx.RavenJ crofty  and  other  Poets 
of  the  Age,  fent  the  Author  Recommendatory 
Verfes,  which  are  printed  with  the  Play  : and 
in  return  he  writ  a Tindarick  (y)  to  Mrs.  Behn\ 
which  (he  gratefully  publilht  in  a Collection  of  j 
Poems,  printed  8°  Lond.  i68y. 

Uj'urpeT)  a Tragedy,  ailed  at  the  Theatre-  j 
Royal  by  his  Majeflies  Servants,  and  printed 
40.  Lona.166%.  Whether  the  Author  aefign’d 
in  the  Carailer  of  Damocles , to  perfonate  Oli- 
ver Cromwel)  and  intended  his  Play,  a paralel 
of  thofe  times,  I leave  to  more  difeerning 
Judgments. 

Womens  Conquejl,  a Tragi-comedy,  ailed  by 
his  Royal  Hignnefs  the  Duke  of  Tories  Ser-  j 
vants,and  printed  40.  Lond.  1(577.  This  I take 
to  be  the  bed  Play  our  Author  has  publilht. 

(x)  Pee  * • p*  9°’  (})  Pee  n.'j  p.  159. 
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Befides  thefe  Play  s Mr.  Howard  hath  pub- 
lifht  an  Epick  Toem , in  oftavo,  call’d  The 
Britifh  Princefs;  which  the  late  Ear  1 of  jRo- 
chejier  has  likewife  handled  feverely.  (z)  There 
is  aferib’d  to  him,  another  Book  of  Poems  and 
Eflays,  with  a Paraphrafe  on  Cicero' s Laliusy 
or  TraSt  of  Friendfkipy  printed  in  oftavo  Lon- 
don  1 6 — . 

James  Howard,  Efq; 

I am  not  able  to  acquaint  the  Reader,  whe- 
ther or  no  this  Gentleman  be  of  the  fame 
Family  with  the  former  ; but  I am  oblig’d  to 
mention  him,  on  Account  of  two  Plays  writ 
by  him,  viz . 

All  mijiaken , or  The  Mad  Couple , a Comedy, 
afted  by  his  Majefties  Servants,  at  the  Theatres 
Royal,  and  printed  4° Lond.  i6qi.  This  Play 
is  commended  by  l'ome  for  an  excellent  Co- 
medy. 

Englijh  MonJieur}  a Comedy  ailed  at  the 
Theatre-Royal  by  his  Majefties  Servants, print- 
ed 40  Lond.  1674.  Whether  the  late  Duke  of 
Buckingham  in  his  Character  of  Prince  FoU 
fetus's  falling  in  Love  with  Tarthenope , as  he 
is  pulling  on  his  Boots  to  go  out  of  Town,  de« 
fign’d  to  refleft  on  the  Charafters  of  Comely , 
and  Elsbethy  I pretend  not  to  determine : but 
I know  there  is  a near  Refemblance  in  the  Cha- 
rafters. 


(z ) Poems,  p.  «8. 
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Sir  Robert  Howard. 

This  Ingenious  Perfon  is  equally  confpicuous 
for  the  Luftre  of  his  Birth,  and  the  Excellency 
of  his  Parts  ; being  ( as  I fuppofe ) Brother  to 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Berkfoire,  and  One  whofe 
Plays  will  remain  Eternal  Tefhmonies  to  Pofle- 
rity,  of  his  Skill  in  Dramatick  Performances. 
His  Committee ,and  Indian  Queen, are  defervedly 
admir’d  by  the  bell  Judges  of  Dramatick  Poe- 
try : and  even  our  late  Laureat,  in  fpite  of 
Envy,  muff  acknowledge  his  Worth,  both  as 
a Poet  and  Patron  His  Plays  are  fix  in  num- 
ber, viz. 

Blind  Lady , a Comedy,  printed  o6tavo  Lond . 
d 16 

Committee , a Comedy,  printed  fol.  Lond \ 
i66y.  This  is  an  admirable  Comedy,  and  high- 
ly commended. 

/sr  Great  Favourite , or  The  Duke  of  Lerma,  a 
Tragi-comedy,  a£led  at  the  Theatre-Royal  by 
his  Ma jellies  Servants;  printed  40.  Lond.  1668. 
For  the  Plot, fee  the  Hiltorians  oi  thole  Times, 
as  Mariana , de  May  erne  Furquet,<fcfc.  This  Play 
(as  I havebefore  oblerv’d  p.itfy.)  was  refle&ed 
on  by  MFDryden,t\io  had  he  confultedReafon, 
Gratitude,  or  his  own  Reputation,  he  had  o- 
therwife  imploy’d  his  time ; it  being  a true 
Obfervation,  which  Sr  .Robert  has  made,  in  his 
Prologue  to  the  Feftal  Virgin  : 

This  doth  a wr etched  Dearth  of  JVit  he  tray, 

When  things  of  YJnd  on  One  another  prey . 

Indian  Queen,  a Tragedy,  writ  in  Heroick 

Verfe, 
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Verfe,  and  formerly  ailed  with  great  applaufe  t 
at  the  Theatre-Royal,  printed  fol.  Lond.i66$ 
Surprifal \ a Tragi-comedy,  ailed  at  the  The- 
atre-Royal, and  printed  fol.  Lond.  1 66?. 

Vejlal  Virgin,  or  The  Roman  Ladies , a Tra- 
gedy ailed  by  the  King’s  Servants,  and  printed 
fol.  Lond.  166 s'.  4 

Some  Readers,  who  are  Grangers  to  the  Ex- 
cellent Tallents  of  Sir  Robert , might  expeit 
from  me  forne  Difcoveries  of  what  he  has 
borrow’d ; but  I am  to  Inform  them,  That  this 
Admirable  Poet  has  too  great  a Stock  of  Wit  of 
his  own, “to  be  neceffitated  to  borrow  from  o- 
thers.  All  that  I can  obferve  is,  That  The 
Vejlal Virgin  has  a double  Fifth  Aft ; the  One 
of  which  ends  Tragically,  the  Other  fuccefs- 
fully ; which  poflibly  might  be  done,  in  Imi- 
tation of  Sir  John  Suckling,  the  only  Gentleman 
that  I know, fit  for  his  Imitation,  who  has  done 
the  fame  thing  in  his  Aglaura. 

He  has  writ  befides  fome  Poems,  which  are 
printed  with  his  Blind  Lady,  in  oftavo  ; and 
four  of  his  Plays,  viz.  Surprifal \ Committee , In- 
dian Queen  and  Vejlal  Virgin,  are  printed  toge- 
ther in  fol.  Lond.  <3 

James  Howel.  — 

A Gentleman  of  Wales , born  at  Aberna - 
lies  in  the  County  of  Coer  mar  den,  in  the  Year 
1^94.  He  was  Bred  up  at  the  Free-School 
in  Hereford ; and  at  1 6.  Years  of  Age,  fent  to 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  he  became  a^ 
Member  o fjefus  Colledge.  Ahoutjldarch,  in  the 
S 3 Year 
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Year  1618.  he  travelled  beyond  Sea,  being  fent 
on  Buifinefs,  by  Sir  Robert  Manfel , where  he 
vifited  the  Low-Countries , and  afterwards 
made  a Tour  thro'  France , and  Italy ; as  ap- 
pears by  the  Letters  he  has  publifht.  In 
which  the  Reader -may  not  only  be  inform’d 
of  the  Chief  Occurences  of  thofe  Times, 
but  of  our  Author’s  feveral  Imployments; 
as,  His  being  fent  by  King  James  into  Spain , 
for  the  Recovery  of  a Veflel  of  great  va- 
lue, Seiz’d  on  by  the  Vice-Roy  of  Sardinia , 
under  pretence  of  being  laden  with  prohi- 
bited Goods:  His  being  chofen Fellow  of  Je- 
Jus  Colledgey  during  his  abfence ; His  being  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lora  Scroop , when  he  was  Pre- 
sident of  the  Councel  111  the  North  ; His  being 
Implpy’d  about  the  Clerks  of  the  Councel,  fyc. 

Notwithftandmg  his  various  Employs,  and 
multiplicity  of  Bufinefs,  he  found  leifure  to 
publifh  abundance  of  Books,  to  the  number  of 
Fourty-nine  : Many  of  them  wereTranflations 
out  of  French , Italian , Spanijh,  Portuguese  : Of 
which  Nature  is  the  Play,  which  occafions  his 
mention  in  our  Catalogue  ; viz. 

Nuptials  of  Peleus  and  Thetis , confifling  of  a 
Mafque,  and  a Comedy,  or  The  Great  Royal 
Ball  a£led  in  far  is  y fix  times,,  by  the  King  in 
perfon,  the  Duke  of  Anjou , the  Duke  of  Fork , 
with  divers  other  Noblemen.  Alfo  by  the 
Prince  fe  Royal  Henriette  Marie , the  Princefs 
of  Cofity,  tfyc.  printed  40.  Lond.  1674.  and  dedi- 
cated to^the  mod  Excellent  and  High  Born 
Lady,  the  Lady  Katherine  Marchionefs  of  Dor- 
chejler , The  j\Jaique  was  extracted  from  an 
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Italian  Comedy,  which  the  Author  has  made 
Englijh , by  a nearer  adherence  to  the  Original, 
than  to  the  French  Tranflation.  For  the  Plot, 
tis  founded  on  Ovid's  Met  amor phofis,  lib.  n. 
See  befides,  Catulli  Aurgonautica , Jive  Epiiha- 
lainium. 

'Tis  not  to  be  expefled  that  I fhould  ipare 
room  to  give  an  Account  of  our  Authors  Work* 
in  particular,  they  being  fo  numerous : I fhall 
therefore  only  mention  fonieof  the  mofl  Emi* 
ment,  and  refer  the  Reader  for  further  Satifc 
fa&ion  to  the  perufal  of  a Catalogue  of  them, 
publifhed  with  a former  Edition  of  his  Letters, 
printed  8°.  Lend  16$ s-  His  chief  Pieces  are, 
Dodona1 s Grove , a Book  much  priz'd,  . and  tranfc 
lated  into  French  1 His  Letters , which  ■+- 
were  formerly  in  four  diflinft  Volumes,  and 
are  reduc’d  into  one ; amongft  which  are  feve- 
ral  to  Ben . Johnjon , which  fpeak  their  Inti- 
macy. Befides  tliefe,  he  has  writ  a Book  of 
the  Precedency  of  Kings,  printed  Fol.  L&nd. 
1664.  Survey  of  the  Senior ie  of  Venice.  Fol. 
Lfind.  1 6yi.  Life  of  Levels  the  Thirteenth, and 
Cardinal  Richelieu , Fol.  Lond.  1646.  tlMor- 
phandra , or  The  Sixteen  of  the  Enchanted IJland, \ 
a Poem  in  Fol.  The  Vote , a Poem  Royal,  in 
40,  &c. 

He  died  about  the  beginning  of  November , 

1 666.  and  was  buried  on  the  North-fide  of  the 
Temple-Church,  with  this  Infcription  fix'd 
upon  the  Wall ; Jacobus  Hovoett  Camho  Bri- 
t annus,  Regius  Hifloriographus , in  Anglia  pri~  & 
mus  ; qui  pojl  vartas  per  egrinat  tones , tandem  na- 
ture ewrjum  peregit , Satur  Annorum , fa  Fama% 
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dom<e,  forijque  hue  ufque  err  at  tens,  heic  fixus 
1 666. 


I. 

Thomas  Jevorn. 

APerfon  lately  dead,  and  one  fufficiently 
known  to  all  that  frequent  the  Theatre, 
Loth  for  his  Excellency  in  Dancing  and  Adlion. 
He  has  writ  a Play,  or  rather  a Farce,  call’d 

The . Devil  of  a IVife , or  A Comical  Tranf 
formation;  acted  by  their  Majefties Servants  at 
the  Queen’s  Theatre  in  ‘Dorjet-Garden ; printed 
4P.  Lond.  1686.  and  dedicated  to  his  Friends, 
that  frequent  Locket's  Ordinary.  This  Farce 
is  founded  on  a Tale  as  well  known  as  that  of 
Mopfa,  in  Sir  ThiTtp  Sidney  s Arcadia ; tho’  I 
think  if  compar’d  with  our  French  Farces  fo 
frequent  on  our  Englijb  Stage,  it  may  deferve 
the  Preheminence. 


Thoms  Ingeland. 

A Student  in  Cambridge  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  : The  Author  of  a Play, which 
he  fhles,  A Pretty  and  Merry  Interlude,  call’d 
The  T>  if  obedient  Child.  Tis  writ  in  old  Verfe 
of  Ten  Syllables,  and  printed  4°.  in  an  old 
Black  Letter,  (without  any  Date-)  by  Thomas 
Colwell  in  Fleet  free  t. 
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John  Jones. 


An  Author  who  liv’d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Firff,  and  writ  a Play  nam’d 

sldrafta,  or  The  IV wians  Spleen , and  Loves 
Conquejl , a Tragi-comedy,  printed  40.  Lond. 
16^ s'-  and  dedicated  to  Eugenius , by  which 
Name  he  defires  to  comprehend  all  his  Friends, 
fubfcribing  hrmfelf  Mufophilus.  This  Play  the 
Adors  refus’d,  and  I think  with  Jufiice  ; it  be- 
ing very  indifferently  written.  The  Intrigue 
between  Damafippus , Frail-ware , and  their 
Wives,  in  the  third  A d,  is  borrow’d  from 
Boccace  s Novels  Day  8.  Nov. 8.  However  the 
Author  was  of  Opinion  it  deferved  to  appear 
in  publick  ; and  therefore  prefix’d  the  follow- 
ing Saying  of  Horace , in  his  Title-page  : 


volet  h<ec  fub  luce  viderir 


Jadicis  argutum  qu£  non formidat  acumen 


Benjamin  Johnson. 

I have  already  drawn  fome  flrokes  of  this 
Great  Man’s  Charader,  in  my  Defence  of  him 
again  ft  the  Attempts  of  Mr.  Dryden ; and  there- 
fore fhall  lefs  need  to  make  a curious  and 
exad  Defcription  of  all  his  Excellencies ; 
which  otherwife  are  very  Great,  Noble,  and 
Various  ; and  have  been  remark’d  in  parcells 
by  feveral  Hands,  but  exceed  myfmall  Capa- 
city to  colled  them  into  one  full  View.  I 
fhall  therefore  rather  let  them  lye  difpers’d,  as 
Scaliger  did  Virgil's  Praifes,  thro’  his  whole 
Book  of  Poetry;  contenting  my  fe If  at  prefent 
^ • with 


<5 


■r 


2 8 2 An  Account  of  the 

with  giving  the  Reader  an  Account  of  the  pri- 
vate Occurrencies  of  his  Life. 

To  begin  then  with  his  Nativity:  He  was 
jbornjn  the  City  of  ff'ejlmtnjler ; and  tho’  he 
fprang  from  mean  Parents,  yet  his  Admirable 
Parts  have  made  him  more  Famous  than  thofe 
of  a more  Confpicuous  Extraction.  Nor  do  I 
think  it  any  Diminution  to  him,  that  he  was 
Son-in-law  to  a Bricklayer , and  work’d  at  that 
Trade ; fince  if  we  take  a Survey  of  the  Re- 
cords of  Antiquity,  we  fhail  find  the  Greateft 
Poets  of  the  meantfl:  Birth ; and  mod  lyable  to 
the  Inconveniencies  of  Life.  Witnefs  Homer , 
who  begg’d  from  door  to  door  ; Euripides , tra- 
ded in  Herbs  with  his  Mother ; Ttauttts  was 
forc’d  to  ferve  a Baker ; N*evius  was  a Captain’s 
Man ; Terence  was  a Slave  to  the  Generous 
Lucan ; Firgily  was  the  Son  of  a Basket-maker  : 
and  yet  thefe  thought  the  Obfcurity  of  their 
Extradion  no  Diminution  to  their  Worth ; 
nor  will  any  Man  of  Sence  refled  on  Ben.  John- 
Jon  on  this  Account,  if  he  ferioufly  call  to  Mind 
that  faying  of  Juvenal  ( a)- 

Nobilitas  fola  eft,  atq ; mica  Fir t us. 

O He  was  Bred  firfl  at  a Private-School,  in  St. 
Martins  Church,  then  plac’d  at  fFeftminftery 
under  the  Famous  Mr.  Cambden , (to  whom  in 
Gratitude  he  dedicated  his  Fourteenth  Epi- 
gram ) afterwards  he  was  fent  to  Saint  Johns 
Colledge  in  Cambridge  ; from  thence  he  remo- 
v’d to  Oxford \ and  was  enter’d  of  Chrift-Church 
Colledge ; wheie  in  the  Year  1619.  ( as  Mr. 

(a)  Satyr.  8. 
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( b)  fays)  he  took  his  Matter  of  Arts  De- 
gree: tho’  Dr.  Fuller  fay*,  (c)  ‘ He  continu'd 
‘there  but  few  Weeks,  for  want  of  Mainte- 
nance, being  fain  to  return  to  the  Trade  of 
‘his  Father-in-law;  where  he  aflifted  in  the 
New  Building  of  Lincolns  Inn , with  a Trowel 
in  his  Hand,  and  a Book  in  his  Pocket.  But 
this  Englijh  Maro,  was  not  long  before  he  found 
a Maecenas  and  a Far  us , to  manumit  him  from 
j an  Employment  fo  painful,  and  furniiht  hint 
with  means  to  enjoy  his  Muj'e  at  liberty , in  pri- 
vate. Twas  then  that  he  writ  his  Excellent 
Plays,  and  grew  into  Reputation  with  the 
mott  Eminent  of  our  Nobility  and  Gentry. 
'Twas  then,  that  Carthwrighty  Randolph , and 
others  of  both  Univerfities,  fought  his  Ado- 
ption ; and  gloried  more  in  his  F riendlhip,  and 
the  Title  of  his  Sons , than  in  their  own  Well- 
delerv’d  Chara&ers.  Neither  did  he  lefs  love, 
or  was  lefs  belov’d  by  the  Famous  Poets  of  his 
Time,  Shakfpear , Beaumont , and  Fletcher : wit- 
nefs  his  Copy  which  he  writ  on  Shakfpear , after 
his  Death,  (d)  and  his  Verfes  to  Fletcher  when 
living  («). 

He  was  a Man  of  a very  free  Temper , and  G 
withal  blunt,  and  lomewhat  haughty  to  thole, 
that  were  either  Rivals  in  Famey  or  Enemies 
to  his  Writings : (witnefs  his  Poet after , where- 
in he  falls  upon  Decker , and  his  anfwer  to  Dr. 
Gilly  who  writ  againft  his  Magnetic k Ladyf) 
otherwife  of  a good  Sociable  Humour,  when 
amongft  his  Sons  and  Friends  in  the  y ipotto  • 

(b)  Antiq.  L.  *.  p0  243.  (c)  ambus , weft  min  fieri  p*  243. 

(d)  See  his  works  at  the  begimi^.  (ej  See  Fletchofr  works. 
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from  whofe  Laws  the  Reader  may  poflibly  bet- 
ter judge  of  his  Temper;  a Copy  of  which  I 
have  tranfcrib’d  for  the  Learn’d  Readers  per- 
ufal. 

Leges  Convivales,  quod  fcelix  fauftumque 
Convivis  in  Apolline  fit. 

Nemo  ajymbolus y riifi  umbra  hue  venito , 

Idiot  a,  infultus , trijiis ? turpis  abejio. 

Eruditiy  U rb am , Hilar eSyModefli  adjcifcuntur7 
Nec  left#  Fcemina?  repudiantur.  [ef°y 
In  apparatus  quod  convivis  corruget  nares  nil 
Epul<e  deleElu potiusy  quam  fumptu  parantur  ; 
Obfonatory  & Coquus  convivarum  guhe  periti 
De  Difcubitu  non  contenditur.  [Junto; 

yMiniftri  a DapibuSy  oculatiy  <£y  mutiy 
A poculis  auritiy  & celeres  funto.  \hofpcsy 
Vina  puris  fontibus  minijlrantury  out  vapulet 
Mode  rat  is  poculis  provocare  fodales  fas  eJloy 
At  fabuliSy  magis  quam  vino  velitatio fiaty 
Convive  nec  mutiy  nec  loquaces  Junto. 

De feriis  aut facrispotiy  <fy Jaturi  ne  diJferuntoy 
Fidicen  nifi  accerfitus  non  venito. 

AdmiJJo  nfuy  tripudiisy  choreisfaltibus , 

Omni  gratiarum  fejlivitate facra  celcbrantur : 
Joci fine f elk  junto 
Infipida  Toemata  nulla  recitantur  ; 

Verjus  feribere  nullus  cogitur  ; 
Argumentations  totius  ftrepitus  abejio  ; 
Amatoriis  querelisyacfufpiriis  liber  angulus  eJioy 
Lapitharum  more , fcyphis  pugnarey  vitrea  col 
liderey 

Fenejlras  excutere 7 fupellettilem  diheerare  ne 
fas  ejio. 
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ditto,  vel  fatta  eliminet , eliminatur  ; ^ 
Pieminem  reum  poculajaciunto . 

Focus  perennis  ejlo. 

As  to  his  Poetry,  I dare  not  pretend  to  give 
a Judgment  on  it,  it  deferving  fomewhat  above 
what  my  faint  Praife  can  reach,  or  defer ibe  : 
therefore,  thole  who  would  be  better  fatisfy’d 
mull:  have  recourfe  to  his  Character  drawn  by 
Dr.  Fuller , and  Mr.  Anthony  JVood  in  Prole, and 
by  Mr.  Carthwright , and  the  late  Mr. Oldham  in 
Verfe ; to  the  foregoing,  I might  add  Mr.  Dry- 
den’s  1 Dramatic Elf  ay,  which  had  it  been  writ 
after  hJs^ofHFr  1 pt  to  Granada,  might  have  ato- 
n’d for  that  unbecoming  Character,  and  had 
lerv’d  for  a Palinode ; but  fince  he  has  not  that 
I know  of  thought  fit  to  retrail  it,  give  me 
leave  to  infert  an  old  Copy  of  Verfes,  which 
feems  to  wipe  off  the  Accusations  of  Mr.  John - 
Jon’s  Enemies  (*).  ^ 

Ad  Benjaminum  Johnfbnum. « 

In  jus  te  voco , Jonfoni  venito : 

Adfum , qui  plagii  & mala  rapina 
Te  ad  Thcebi  peragam  reum  tribunal \ 

Ajjidente  choro  NovemDearum. 

Quadam  Dramata  fei licet  diferta , 

Nuper  qua  Elyfii  rofeti  in  umbra , 

FaBmJJimus  omnium  Toetay 
Plautus  compofuit , Diifjj  tandem 
SteUato  exhibuit  poll  in  Theatro , 
tJMovendo  fuperis  leves  cachinnosy 
Ft  rifos  tetrico  Jovi  ciendoy 
Axe  plaujibus  intonante  utroque  ; 

1*1 1'iZ.u-fciComch  Arrant  rum,  Liu,  1, 
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H#c  tu  Dramata  fcilicet  dijertay 
Clepfifti  fupens  ncgotiofis , 

Z/z/j  venditare  pergis  : 

In  jus  te  vocoj  Jonfoni  venito. 

En  pro  te  Tater  ipfey  Rexq\  Phoebus 
AJfurgit  modoy  Jonfoni,  palamque 
Teftatur,  tua ferio  fuijfe 
Jtta  Dramata , /<?y;  condidijfe 
Sefe  non  modo  confcio , at juvante : 

Unde  ergo  fibi  Plautus  ilia  tandem 
NaB us  exhibuit , Jovi  Deifque  ? 

Maiae  Filius , ^ ife/wr  Atlantis, 

Tennatus  celeres  Tedes , a/  ungues 
Fife  at  us,  volucer  puery  vaferquey 
Fur  to  condere  quidlibct  jocofiy 
Ut  quondam  facibus  fuis  Amorem 
Ter  ludos  videavity  jy  TharetrH, 

Sic  nuper  [fiquidem  folet  frequenter 
Tecum  luderey  plauderey  jy  jocari ) 

NegleSlas  tibi  Hep  fit  has  papyrus 
Secumque  ad  Super  os  abire  jujfit: 

Jam  villus  taceo  pudorey  vincis 
Thcebo  Judicey  Jonfoni,  jy  Tatrono. 

I might  here  appofitely  enough  bring  in  a 
pleafant  Story  or  two  of  Ben.  Johnfons , as  In- 
ftances  of  his  Debonaire  Humor  and  Readinefs 


at  Repartee,  did  I not  fear  to  be  condemn’d  by 


Mr.  T)ryden , and  reckon’d  by  him  and  his  A< 
tnirers,  in  the  number  of  thofe  grave  Gentle- 
men, whofe  Memory  (he  fays  (f)  ) is  the  only 
Plea  for  their  being  Wits:  for  this  reafon  I 
fliall  forbear,  and  haften  to  give  an  Account  of 
his  Works. 
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He  has  writ  above  fifty  feveral  Pieces,which 
we  may  rank  under  the  Species  of  Drama  tick 
Poetry ; of  which  we  fhall  give  an  Account  in 
Order,  beginning  with  one  of  his  befl  Come- 
dies, viz. 

Alcfymifl,  a Comedy, ailed  in  the  Year  161  o. 
by  the  Kings  Majefties  Servants,  with  the  Al- 
lowance of  the  Mailer  of  the  Revels  ; printed* 
fol.  Lond  1640. and  dedicated  to  the  Lady  moft:^ 
defer ving  her  Rame  and  Blood,  the  Lady  Mary 
IVroth , [the  Author  of  the  Urania].  bAt.2)rydeft 
firppofes  this  Play  was  copy’d  from  the  Comedy 
or  Albumazer , as  far  as  concerns  the  AlchymiJF s 
Charaiier,  as  the  Reader  may  obferve  from  the 
following  Lines,  (being  part  of  his  Prologue, 
to  Albumazer  reviv’d ; ) ^ 

Subtle  was  got  by  our  Albumazer, 

That  Alchymill  by  this  Aftrologer  ; 

Here  he  was  fajhion  d \ and  we  may  juppofe 

He  lik'd  the  Fajhion  well, who  wore  the  Cloaths . 

, Whether  this  Accufation  be  true,  I pretend 
not  to  determine  ; but  fure  I am,  that  this  laft 
Couplet  is  borrow’d  from  Mr.  Z>rydens  Z>ra- 
matick  EJJ'ay ; ( «)  where  he  fays  of  Mr.  John- 
fon  thus ; You  will  pardon  me  therefore  if  I pre- 
fume he  lov'd  the  Fajhion , when  he  wore  their 
Cloaths. 

Bartholomew  Fair , a Comedy,  ailed  at  the  ^ 
Hope  on  the  Bank-tide  fill.  3 1.  m the  Year  1614. 
by  the  Lady  FJizabetti s Servants,  and  then  de- 
dicated to  King  James  the  Firft,  and  printed 
fbl.  Lond.  1640.  This  Play  has  frequently 
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appear’d  on  the  Stage,  flnce  the  Reflauration, 
"with  great  applapfe. 

* Cat  aline  his  Conjpiracy , a Tragedy  firffc  afled 

in  the  Year  1611.  by  the  Kings  Majefties  Ser- 
vants, with  Allowance  from  the  Mailer  of  the 
° Revels ; printed  fol.  Lond.  164.0.  and  dedicated 
to  the  great  Example  of  Honour  and  Virtue, 
the  moll  Noble  JVilliam  Earl  of  T embroil 
This  Play  is  Rill  in  Vogue  on  the  Stage,  and 
always  prefented  with  fuccefs.  It  was  lo  well 
approv’d  of  by  the  Judicious  Beaumont , that  he 
■writ  a Copy  of  Verfes  in  praife  of  it,  which  the 
Reader  may  find  before  our  Authors  Works. 
Neverthelefs  I mull  take  notice  that  Mr.  John- 
fon  has  borrow’d  very  much  from  the  An- 
cients in  this  Tragedy ; as  for  Infiance,  part  of 
Sy/lds  Ghofi,  in  the  very  Entrance  of  the  Play, 
is  copy’d  from  the  Ghofi  of  Tantalus , in  the 
beginning  of  Seneca :’s  Thyeftes.  Thus  our  Au- 
thor has  tranllated  a great  part  of  Salujl's  Hi- 
ftory,  (tho’  with  great  Judgment  and  Elegance) 
and  inferted  it  into  his  Play.  For  the  Plot, 
fee  Saluft.  Tint  arch  in  the  Life  of  Cicero.  Florus 
Lib.  4.  C.  1. 

Challenge  at  Tilt , at  a Marriage,  a Mafque 
p printed  Fol.  Lond.  1640. 

Chriftmafs  his  Mafque , prefented  at  Court 
* ’/if  printed  fol  Lond.iG^o. 

Cloridia , or  Rites  to  Chris,  and  her  Nymphs 
perfonated  in  a Mafque  at  Court,  by  the  Queens 
Majefiy  and  her  Ladies  at  Shrove-tide , 1630. 
prihtedAFol.  Lond.  1640.  The  Inventors  of 
this  Mafque  were  Mr.  Johnfon , and  Mr.  Inigo 
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' Cynthia  s Revels , or  The  Fountain  oj  Self-love,  o 
a Comical  Satyr,  firft:  afted  in  the  Year  1600. 
by  the  then  Children  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ’s 
Chappel,  with  the  Allowance  of  the  Mailer  of 
the  Revels,  printed  Folio,  Lond.  1640..  and 
dedicated  to  the  Special  Fountain  of  Manners, 
The  Court. 

T>evil  is  an  Afsy  a Comedy  ailed  in  the  Year  f 
1616.  by  his  Ma  jellies  Servants,  and  printed 
Fol.  Lond.  1641.  Tho’  our  Author  leldome 
borrows  any  part  of  his  Plot ; yet  in  this  Play, 
if  I millake  not,  JVittipol  s giving  his  Cloak 
to  Fitz-dotterel  to  court  his  Wife  one  quarter 
of  an  Hour,  is  founded  on  a Novel  in  Boccace , 
Day  3.  Nov. 

Entertainment  of  King  James,  in pajjing  to  his 
Coronation , printed  in  Fol.  Lond . 1640.  This 
Entertainment  was  mention’d,  I fuppofe*by  the 
Compilers  of  former  Catalogues,  becaufe  it  con- 
fills  of  Speeches  of  Gratulation  (as  the  Author 
lliles  them)  which  Were  Ipoke  to  his  Majefty 
at  Fen-Churchy  Temple-Bar^  and  the  Strand : 
and  therefore  befides  the  prefidents  of  former 
Catalogues,  which  might  in  part  juftify  me,  I 
might  be  blam’d  Ihould  I omit  it.  The  Author 
has  plac’d  a Comment  throughout  to  illuflratc 
and  authorife  his  Contrivance. 

Entertainment  in  private  of  the  King  and 
Queen  on  May-day  in  the  Morning,  at  Sir  JVit 
Ham  Cornwallis  s Houfe  at  High-gate  6 o^nix- 
ted  Fol.  Lond \ 1640. 9 

Entertainment  of  King  James  and  Queen 
Anne  at  Theobalds , when  the  Houfe  was  de- 
liver’d up,  with  the  pofleffion,  to  the  Queen, 
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by  the  Earl  of  Salisbury , 22,.  1607.  The 

Prince  ofjanvile,  Brother  to  the  Duke  oi  Guife, 
being  then  prefent,  printed  Fol.  Lond  1640^ 
Entertainment  in  particular  of  the  Queen 
and  Prince,  their  Highnefles,  at  Althrope , at 
the  Lord  Spencer’s,  on  Saturday  being  the 
Twenty-fifth  of  i6og.  as  they  came  firft 
into  the  Kingdome,  printed  Fol.  Lond.1640 . 

Entertainment  of  the  Two  Kings  of  Great 
Brittain,  and  ‘Denmark^  at  Theobalds,  July  24th 
1606.  printed  Fol.  Lond.  1640.  This  Enter- 
tainment is  very  fhort,  and  confifts  chiefly  of 
Epigrams. 

Every  Man  in  his  Humour,  a Comedy  acted 
in  the  Year  iyp8.  by  the  then  Lord  Chamber- 
lains Servants,  printed  Fol.  Lond.  1640.  and 
dedicated  to  the  Moft  Learned,  and  his  Ho- 
nour’d F riend  Mr.  Cambden , Clarencieux.  This 
Play  has  been  reviv’d  fince  the  Civil  Wars, 
and  was  receiv’d  with  general  Applaufe.There 
is  a new  Epilogue  writ  for  this  Play,  the  latter 
part  of  which  is  fpoken  by  BenJohnJon  s GkoiL 
y/phe  Reader  may  rind  it  in  a Collection  of  Poems 
on  feveral  Occafions,  printed  8°.  Lond.  1673. 

See  pag.  ap.  . , 

Jf  Every  tSMan  out  of  his  Humour , a Comical 
Satyr ; firltaaed  in  the  Year  ij-pp.bythe  then 
Lord  Chamber/aids  Servants;  with  allowance 
©f  the  Mailer  of  the  Revels : printed  FolZwrf. 
164.0.  and  dedicated  to  the  Noblelt  Nurjeries 
of  Humanity,  and  Liberty  in  the  Kingdome, 
J'he  Inns  of  Court.  This  Play  was  reviv  d at 
the  Theatre- Royal,  in  the  Year  x67j-.at  which 
time  a new  Prologue, and  Epilogue  were  fpoken 
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by  Jo-  HeynSy  which  were  writ  by  Mr.  buffet. 

See  his  Poems  8°.  pag.  72.  &c.  This  is  account- 
ed an  excellent  Old  Comedy. 

Fortunate  Ifles,  and  their  Union  celebrated  & 
in  a Mafque  defign’d  for  the  Court,  on  the 
Twelfth-Nighty  1626.  printed  Fol.  Lond.  1641. 

Golden  Age  refold,  in  a Mafque  at  Court, 
i6iy.  by  the  Lords  and  Gentlemen  the  King's 
Servants,  and  printed  Fol.  Lond  1641.  /r‘ 

Hymenaiy  or  The  Solemnities  of  a Mafque  and  £ 
Barriers  at  a Marriage  ; printed  b ol .Lond.  1 64c. 

To  this  Mafque  are  annext,  Ty  the  Author, 
Learned  Notes  in  the  Margin,  for  illuftration 
of  the  Ancient  Greek , and  Roman  Cuftoms. 

Irijh  Mafque  at  Court , by  Gentlemen  the  9 
King  s Servants ; pnntedFol.  Lond.  1640. 

Kings  Entertainment  at  Welbeck  in  Not  ting- 
ham-Jhire , a Houfe  of  the  Right  Honourable 
William  Earl  of  Newcajlle , at  his  going  into 
Scotland,  1 63  3.  printed  Fol.  Lond.  1640. 

Love free' d from  Ignorance  and  Folly ,a  Mafque 
of  her  Majefties,  printed  Fol.  Lond.  1640.  - 

Love  Reftord,  in  a Mafque  at  Court,  by 
Gentlemen  the  King's  Servants,  printed  Fob  '/ 
Lond.  1 640. 

Love' s Triumph  thro  Caltipolis  ; perform’d  in 
a Mafque  at  Court,  1630.  byhis  Majefty  King  ^ 
Charles  the  Firit,  with  the  Lordsand  Gentle- 
men^flifling : the  Inventors  being  Mr.  John - 
forty  and  Mr  .Inigo  Jones : printed  YoX.Lond.  1641, 
Love's  Welcome  ; the  King  and  Queen  s En- 
tertainment at  Bolfover,  at  the  Earl  of  New- 
caftle's\  the  3.0th  of  J»lyy  1634.  and  printed 
Fol,  Lond.  i^4T. 
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Magnetkh  Lady , or  Humours  Reconcil'd. ’ a. 
Comedy  a6ted  at  the  Black-fryars , and  printed 
Fol.  Loud.  1640.  This  Play  is  generally  e- 
deem’d  an  Excellent  Play : tho’  in  thofe  days 
it  found  fome  Enemies ; amongft  which  Efer- 
Gill  Matter  of 'Pauls  School,  or  at  leatthifSon, 
writ  a Satyr  againft  it : part  of  which  (the 
whole  being  too  long)  I fhall  take  the  pains  to 
tranferibe. 

c 

But  to  advife  thee  Ben,  in  this Jlri0.  Age, 

A Brick-killLs  better  for  thee  than  a Stage 
Thou  better  knowjl  a Ground fil  for  today , 

Then  lay  the  Riot  or  Ground-work  of  a Tlay , 
And  better  can  ft  direFFtoCap  a Chimney , 

Then  to  converfe  with  Clio,  or  PoJyhimriy, 
Fall  then  to  work-in  thy  old  Age  agen. 

Take  up  thy  Trug  and  Trowel , gentle  Ben, 

Let  Tlays  alone : or  if  thou  needs  will  write , 
And  thrujl  thy  feeble  Mufe  into  the  light ; 

Let  Lowen  ceafe , and  Taylor  f corn  to  touch 
The  loathed  Stage,  for  thou  hajl  made  it  fuch< 

But  to  {hew  how  fiercely  Ben  could  repartee 
on  any  one  that  had  abus’d  him,  I will  prelent 
the  Reader  with  his  anfwer. 

Shall  the  profperity  of  a Tar  don  Jlill 
Secure  thy  railing  Rhymes , infamous  Gill, 

At  libelling  ? Shall  no  Star-Chamber  Veers , 
Tillory , nor  JVhip , nor  want  of  Ears ; 

All  which  thou  haft  incurrd  aefervedly  : 

Nor  Degradation  from  the  Minijlry , 

To  be  the  Denis  of  thy  Fathers  School, 

Keep  in  thy  bawling  IVit , thou  bawling  Fool. 
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Thinking  to Jiir  me,  thou  haft  loft  thy  End \ 


Til  laugh  at  thee  poor  wretched  Tike y go  [end 
1 hy  blotant  Mufe  abroad ' and  teach  it  rather 
A Tune  to  drown  the  Ballads  of  thy  Father : 
For  thou  haft  nought  to  cure  his  Fame , 

But  Tune  and  Noife  the  Eccho  of  his  Shame. 
A Rogue  by  Statute , cenfurd  to  be  whipt? 
Croptfrandedyjlit fleck  ft  ockt ; go,  you  areftript . 


^Mafque  at  the  Lord  Vifcount  Hadington\ 
Marriage  at  Court,  on  Shrove-Tuefday  at  Night 
1608.  and  printed  fol.  Lond.  1640. 

Mafque  of  Augur  Sy  with  feveral  Antimafques, 
presented  on  Twelfth-night  1622.  primed  fol. 
Lond.  1640. 

dMafque  of  Owls  at  Kenelworthy  prefented  by 
the  Ghoft  of  Captain  Coxe,  mounted  on  his 
Hobby-horfe,  i6z6.  printed  fol.  Lond.  1640. 

^Mafque  of  Qgeens,  celebrated  from  the 
Houfe  of  Fame,  by  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain 
with  her  Ladies,  at  IVhitehalU  Febr.  2.  1609. 
This  Mafque  is  adorned  with  learned  Notes,* 
for  the  Explanation  of  the  Author’s  Defign. 
He  was  aflifted  in  the  Invention  and  Archite- 
cture of  the  Scenes  throughout,  by  Mr.  Inigo 
f ones.  A 

Mafque  prefented  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lord  Hayey  by  divers  of  Noble 
Quality  his  Friends  ; for  the  Entertainment 
of  Monfieur  Le  Baron  de  Toury  Extraordinary 
Ambaflador  for  the  French  King ; on  Saturday 
the  22.  of  Febr.  1617.  printed  fol.  Lond.  1617. 

c JMetamorphosd Gypfiesy  a Mafque  thrice  pre- 
fented to  King  fames:  firfl  at  Burleigh  on  the 
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Hill';  next  at  Bdvoyr  ; and  laftly  at  Windfcr7 
in  Auguft  1621.  printed  fol.  Lona.iSwi. 

^Mercury  Vindicated  from  the  Alchymifts  at 
Court,  by  Gentlemen  the  King's  Servants, 
0 printed  fol.  Zstf*/.  1640. 

0 'Mortimer's  Fall , a Tragedy,  or  rather  2 
Fragment,  it  being  juft  begun,  and  left  imper- 
fed  by  his  Death : tho’  the  Reader  may  fee  the 
Model  of  each  Ad,  by  the  Argument  publifht 
before  it,  printed  fol.  ZcW.  1640. 

Neptune  j Triumph  for  the  Return  of  Albion, 
celebrated  in  a Mafque  at  Court, on  tYieTwelfth- 
l Night  16^4.  printed  fol.  Lond.  1641. 

News  from  the  New  World  difcovered  in  the 
Moon , a Mafque  prefented  at  Court  before  King 
fames  1620.  and  printed  fol.  Lond.  1641. 

Oberon,  F0/77  Trihce , a Mafque  of  Prince 
_ Henries , printed  fol.  Lond.  1640.  On  this  Play 
the  Author  has  writ  Annotations. 

Pan > Anniverfdry , or  The  Shepherd? s Holy- 
day  ; a Mafque  prefented  at  Court  before  King 
fames  i6ay.  and  printed  fol.  Lond.  1641.  In 
the  Decorations  our  Author  was  aflifled  by  the 
above. mention’d  Mr.  Jones. 

Tleafure  reconcil'd  to  Virtue , a Mafque  pre- 
fented at  Court  before  King  fames , 1619.  to 
which  were  made  fome  Additions  for  the  Ho- 
nour of  Wales.  This  in  former  Catalogues 
was  mention’d  as  a Mafque  diftind  from  the 
other. 

xf  Toet after,  or  tbs  Arraignment,  a Comical 
Satyr,  firft  aded  iTTthe  Year  itfoi.  by  the  then 
Children  of  his-Ma^efttes-Chappel,  with  the 
Allowance  of  the  Matter  ofthe  Reyels;  printed 
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fbl.  Lond.  1640.  and  dedicated  to  the  Vertuous 
and  his  Worthy  Friend,  Mr.  Richard  Martin. 

I have  already  fpokcn  of  this  Play  in  the  Ac- 
count of  ‘Decker's  Satyr omajlix  ; and  I mult  fur- 
ther add, I heartily  wifh  for  our  Author's  Repu- 
tation,that  he  had  not  been  the  Agreflor  in  this 
Quarrel ; but  being  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
Provocations  given  him,  I mufl  fufpend  my 
Judgment,  and  leave  it  to  better  Judges  to  de- 
termine the  Controverfy.  Our  Author  has  ad- 
orn’d this  Play  with  feveral  Tranflations  from 
the  Ancients  , as  Ovid.  Amor.  lib.  1.  Eleg.  ry. 
Horatii  Sat.  lib.  1 . Sat.  p.  lib.  2.  Sat.  1 . Virgilit 
sAEneid.  lib.  4.  with  others. 

Queens  Mafques ; the  firfl  of  Blacknefs , per- 
fonated  at  the  Court  at  Whitehall , on  the 
Twelfth-Night  i6oy.  the  fecond  of  Beauty , was 
prefented  in  the  fame  Court  at  Whitehall , on 
the  Sunday  Night  after  the  Twelfth-Night  1608, 
printed  fol.  Lond.  1640. 

Sad  Shepherd. \ or  A Tale  of  Robin  Hood ; 
a Paftoral,  printed  fol.  Lond.  1 64 1 . This  Play 
is  left  imperfeft,  there  being  but  two  A&s,  and 
part  of  the  third  finifht. 

Sej anus's  FaUjx  Tragedy, firfl  a&ed  in  the  Year 
1 603.  by  the  Kings  Majefties  Servants, with  the 
Allowance  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Revells,  printed 
fol.  Lond.  1 640^,  and  dedicated  to  the  No  lefi 
Noble  by  Virtue  than  Blood,  Efme  Lord  Au - X 
higny.  This  Play  is  generally  commended  by 
all  Lovers  of  Poetry ; and  ufher’d  into  the 
World  by  nine  Copys  of  Verfes,  one  of  which 
was  writ  by  Mr.  George  Chapman . ’Tis  found- 
ed on  Hiftory ; and  the  Author  in  a former  E- 
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dttion,  publilhed  4°.  Lond  16  oj.  has  printed 
Quotations  throughout ; the  R'eafons  where- 
of take  in  his  own  Words,  ( being  part  of  the 
Preface  to  that  Edition)  (h)  ‘The  next  is,  lead 
‘in  fome  nice  Noltrils,  the  Quotations  might 
‘favour  affefted,  I do  let  you  know,  That  I ab- 
‘hor  nothing  more ; and  have  only  done  it  to 
‘ (hew  my  Integrity  in  the  Story , and  fave  my 
‘ felf  in  thofe  common  Torturers,  that  bring 
‘all  Wit  to  the  Rack  : whole  Nofes  are  ever 
' ‘ like  Swine,  fpoiling  and  rooting  up  the  Mufes 
‘ Gardens  ; and  their  whole  Bodies  like  Moles, 
‘ as  blindly  working  under  Earth,  to  call  any, 
‘the  leaf!  hills,  upon  Vertue.  For  the  Story, 
the  Reader  may  confult  Tacituss  Annals , lib.  3, 
4,y . Suetonius  in  the  Life  of  Tiberius.  Dion.  &c. 

^ Silent  IVoman,  a Comedy  firft  afted  in  the 
Year  1609.  by  the  Ghtldren-of  her  Ma jellies 
Revels , with  the  Allowance  of  the  Mailer  of 
the  Revels;  printed  fo \.  Lond.  1640.  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  truly  Noble,"  by  all  Titles, Sir  Fran- 
cis Stuart.  Part  of  this  Play  is  borrow'd  from 
the  Ancients, as  Aft  1.  Sc.  1.  part  from  Ovid de 
Arte  Amandi.  Aft  2 Sc.  2.  part  from  Juvenal. 
Sat . 6.  Aft  2.  Sc.  y.  part  from  Tlautus's  Aulula- 
ria  A ^3.  Sc.  y.  with  other  pallages.  Notwith- 
flanding  which,  this  Play  is  Accounted  by  all, 
One  of  the  bell  Comedies  we  have  extant ; and 
thofe  who  would  know  more,  may  be  amply 
fatisfied  by  the  perufal  of  the  judicious  Exa- 
men  of  this  Play  made  by  Mr.  Dry  den  (l). 
Speeches  at  Trince  Henryk  Barriers , printed 
*/fol.  Lond.iG^o.  Thefe  Speeches  being  printed 
( h ) Preface.  ( i ) Dramatick  Pjjay^  p.  50. 
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amongft  his  other  Mafques,  and  always  reckon- 
ed under  that  Species  of  Poetry,  by  others,  in 
former  Catalogues,  I could  not  omit  their  Men- 
tion in  this  place. 

Staple  of  News,  a Comedy  ailed  in  the  YearA® 
i6iy.  by  his  Majeflies  Servants,  and  printed 
fol.  Lond.  1 61 1.  The  Author  introduces  four 
Goffips  on  the  Stage,  who  continue  during  the 
Action, and  criticile  ori  the  Play.  This  was  pra- 
ilifed  more  than  once ; witnels,  Every  man  out 
of  his  Humor , and  Magnetic  k Lady : and  herein 
he  was  follow'd  by  Fletcher , (as  I have  al- 
ready obferv’d  (k) ) in  His  Knight  of  the  Burn - 
ing-pejlle. 

Tale  of  a Tub , a Comedy,  printed  fol.  Lond. 
1640. 

Time  vindicated  to  himfelf  and  to  his  Ho- 
nours; a Mafque,prefented  at  Court  on  Twelfth- 
Night  1 61 3.  and  printed  fol.  Lond.  1641.  <r- 

Fifion  of  Delight,  a Mafque  prefented  at 
Court,  in  Chnftmas  1617.  and  printed  fol  .Lond. 
16*41. 

Fulpone , or  The  Fox , a Comedy  ; firfl  ailed 
in  the  YearAi6cyw by  the  Kings  Majeflies  Ser- 
vants, with  the  Allowance  of  the  Mafler  of  the 
Revells ; printed  fol^ZoW.1640.  and  dedicated 
to  both  Univerfities  in  the  following  form : 

1 To  the  mofl  Noble  and  mofl  Equal  Siflers,  the 
c two  Famous  Univerfities  ; for  their  Love  and 
1 Acceptance  fhewn  to  Ins  Poem  in  the  Prefen- 
‘tation,  Ben.  Johnfon  the  grateful  Acknow- 
1 ledger,  dedicates  both  it  and  himfelf.  This  ^ 
Play  is  writ  in  Imitation  of  the  Comedy  of  the 

pag.  xio. 
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Ancients,  and  the  Argument  is  form'd  into  a« 
Acrojhck,  like  thofe  of  Tlautus,  which  are  faid 
to  be  writ  by  Trifcian , or  fome  other  Eminent 
Grammarian.  It  is  fhll  in  vogue  at  the  The- 
atre in  Dorfet-Garden,  and  its  value  is  fuffici- 
ently  manifefted  by  the  Verfes  of  Mr.  Beau- 
mont, and  Dr.  ‘Donne. 

O All  thefe  Plays  with  feveral  other  Poems  and. 
Tranflations,  and  an  Englijh  Grammar,  are 
printed  together  in  two  Volumes  in  Folio. 

He  has  three  other  Plays,  which  are  omit- 
ted in  thefe  Volumes,  tho’  for  what  reafbn,  I 
know  not ; two  of  which  are  printed  in  40,  and 
the  third  in  8°.  of  which  we  are  now  to  fpeak. 

Cafe  is  alter  d,  a pleafant  Comedy,  fundry 
times  a£ted  by  the  Children  of  the  Black  fry- 
ars,  and  printed  40.  Lond.  1 609.  In  this  Comedy 
our  Author  hath  very  much  made  life  of  Tlau- 
tus,  as  the  Learned  Reader  may  obferve  by 
comparing  His  Aulularia,  and  Captehei,  with 
this  Comedy. 

fVidow,  a Comedy  ailed  at  the  Private  Houfe 
in  Blacl^fryars  with  great  applaufe,  by  his  late 
Ma jellies  Servants,  and  printed  40.  Lond.i6si. 
This  Play  was  writ  by  Mr.  J 0 hn /- on ,Mr. Fletcher 7 
and  Mr. Middleton, znd  firfl  publifht  by  Mr. Alex- 
ander Gough , a great  lover  of  Plays,  who  helpt 
Mr.  Mofely  the  Bookfeller  to  this,  and  feveral 
other  Dramatick  Manufcripts,  as  the  TaJJionate 
Lovers,  a.  parts ; The  Queen,  or  The  Excellency 
of  her  Sex , fee.  It  was  reviy/d  not  many  Years 
ago,  at  the  King’s  Houfe, ‘ with  a new  Prologue 
and  Epilogue,  which  the  Reader  mayfindin 
London  Drollery , p.  1 r,  12. 
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New-Inn , or  The  Light  He  art , a Comedy  ^ 
never  a&ed,but  rrroffc  negligently  play’d  by  fome 
the  Kings  Servants ; and  more  fqueamilhly  be- 
held, and  cerifured  by  others,  the  Kings  Sub-  - 
jc&s  1625).  Now  at  laft  fet  at  liberty  to  the  Rea- 
ders, his  Majefties  Servants  and  Subjects,  to  be 
judg’d;  printed  8°.  Lond.  1621.  " 

The  Reader  may  fee  by  this  Title-page,  that 
the  Play  fucceeded  not  anfwerable  to  our  Au- 
thor’s Expectation,  and  the  juft  Merit  ( as  he 
thought)  of  his  Play : which  may  be  conjeChi- 
red,  from  the  Ode  which  he  publifht  at  the 
End  of  this  Play ; which  as  being  pertinent  t& 
our  jpurpofe,  I (hall  tranfcribe  at  large. 

The  juft  Indignation  the  Author  took  at  the 
V ulgar  Cetifure  of  his  Play,  he  gat  this following 
Ode  to  himfeif 

Come , leave  the  loathed  Stage , ^ 

And  the  more  loathfome  Age : 

JVhere  Pride  and  Impudence  {in  fajhion  fait) 
UJ'urp  the  Chair  of  Wit ! 

Inditing  and  arraigning  every  day 

Something  they  call  a Tlay . 

Let  their  fajtidious,  vaine 
CommiJJion  of  the  Braine 
Run  on,  and  rageffweat , cenfure , and  condemn  : 
They  were  not  made  for  theejefs  thou for  them. 

Say  that  thou  pourjl  them  Wheat, 

And  they  will  Acorns  eat : 
sTwereJimple  fury, fill,  thy  felf  to  Wajle  t/7 

On  fuch  as  have  no  tajle  ! 

7 9 tjffer  them  a furfet  of  pure  hready 
Whofe  appetites  are  deads 

No, 
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No,  give  them  Graines  their  fill ', 

Husks , Draff,  to  drink,  andfwill. 

Jj  they  love  Lees,  and  leave  the  lufty  Wine, 
Envy  them  not  their  palate,  with  the  Swine . 

No  doubt  fome  mouldy  Tale, 

Like  Pericles  (!);  and  ft  ale 
As  the  Shrieves  Crufts , and  nafty  as  his  Fijh — 
fcraps,  out  of  every  Dfih, 

Thrown forth, and  rale  t into  the  Common-tub, 
dMay  keep  up  the  Play-Club  : 

There,  Sweepings  do  as  well 
As  the  befit  order'd  Meale. 

For , who  the  Relift  of  thefe  Guefts  will  fit, 
Needs  Jet  them,  but  The  Almes-basket  of  Witr 

And  much  good  dot  you  then : 

Brave  Plufh.  and  Velvet  Men  ; 

Can  feed  on  Orts : And fafe  in  your  Stage-clothes, 
Dare  Quit  upon  your  Oathes, 

The  Stagers^  the  St  age -wnghts  too(yourTeers) 
Of  larding  your  large  Ears 
With  their  foul  Comic  Socks ; 

Wrought  upon  twenty  Blocks : 

Which, if  they  re  tor  n,<fy  turn djy patcht  enough. 
The  Gamefters ftoar  e your guilt  ,fyyou  their  fluffs 

Leave  things  fo proftitute. 

And  take  the  Alcaeick  Lute  ; 

Or  thine  own  Horace,  or  AnacreonV  Lyre  ; 

Warm  thee  by  Pindar "s  fire : 

And  tho'  thy  Nerves  be fihrunk,and  Blood  be  cold, 
E re  Tears  have  made  thee  old ; 

Strike  that  difdainful  Heat 
Throughout,  to  their  defeat : 

^ 1 ) A ?Uy  writ  by  ^hakc^ear. 

As 


Dr.tmdtick  Poet  Si  301 

As  curious  Fools,  and  envious  of  thy  Strain, 

May y bhfhingfwear  no  Tally ’s  in  thy  Brain . 

But  when  they  hear  thee  Jing 
The  Glories  of  thy  King, 

His  zeal  to  God,  and  his  juft  awe  ore  Men  ; 

They  may  blood  Jhaken  then , 

Fed  fuch  a Flefh-guake  to poffefs  their  powers ; 

As  they  Jhall  cry  like  ours 
In  found  of  Teace , or  IV zrs, 

Aft  Harp  ere  hit  the  Stars , 

In  tuning  forth  the  APIs  of  bis f voeet  raign : 

And raifing  Charles  his  Chariot  ’ hove  his  JVain . 

This  Ode  fufficiently  fhews  what  a high  O- 
pinion  ourAuthor  has  of  his  own  Perform- 
ances; and  like  Ariftotle  in  Thilofophy , and 
Peter  Lombard,  ( The  Mafler  of  the  Senten- 
ces ) in  School-Divinity  ; our  Ben.  lookt  upon 
hitnfelf  as  the  only  Mafler  of  Toe  try ; and 
thought  it  the  Duty  of  the  Age,  rather  to 
fubmit  to,  than  difpute,  much  lefs  oppofe  his 
Judgment.  ?Twas  great  pity,  that  he  that  was 
fo  great  a Mafler  in  Toetry , lhould  not  retain 
that  old  Axiom  in  Morality , Nofce  Teipfum:  a 
Sentence  fo  highly  admir’d  by  Juvenal (m),  that 
he  feems  to  think  it  above  the  Conception  of 
Chilon , faying, 

e coelo  defeendit , yv&Si  enaj/jovy 

Figendum , & memori  trait andum peB ore. 

He  had  then  prevented  that  fharp  Reply  made 
by  the  Ingenious  Mr.  Feltham,  to  this  Magifle-  0 
rial  Ode  ; and  which  could  not  chufe  but  vex 

( mj  batyr.  u. 

a 


- 2 . 

Y > 

fist-' 


TU  /dj/.  /d 3d.  ;Ui 


A/ 

aL* 

A£^-'4C  y.  / . A -* 


. iJt/ 


1 1 

A ^ 


2 


A +'r^*e*TThp 


L2 


f 

1 » 

jo2  An  Account  of  the 

a Perfon  of  our  Authors  Haughty  Temper : 
but  he  was  a Man,  and  fubjecl  to  Infirmities, 
as  well  as  others ; tho’  abating  for  his  too  much 
abounding  in  his  own  Sence,  ( an  Epidemical 
Diflemper  belonging  to  the  Fraternity  of  Par- 
fiaffus)  he  had  not  his  Equal  in  his  Time  for 
Poetry. 

Having  prefented  the  Reader  with  Mr.  John- 
fons  Ode,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  per- 
haps to  tranferibe,  nor  unplealant  to  him,  to 
perufe  Mr.  Feltbani s Anfwer. 

An  Avfner  to  the  Ode,  Come  leave  the 
loathed  Stage,  &c. 

Come  leave  this  fancy  nay 
Of  hatting  tbofe  that  pay 
Dear  for  the  Jight  of  your  declining  Wit : 

’Tis  known  it  is  not  fit , 

That  a Sale  Feet,  juft  contempt  once  thrown. 
Should  ay  up  thus  his  own , 

I wonder  by  nhat  Dona, 

Or  "Patent,  you  had  power 
From  aS  to  rape  a judgment.  Left fufjfice , 

Had  you  been  tnodefi , y ad  been  granted  wife. 

* Tis  known you  can  do  well, 

And  that you  do  excell,  . 

As  a TranJUtor  : But  when  things  require 
A Genius,  and  Fire, 

Not  kindled  heretofore  by  othas pains ; 

As  ofty  ave  wanted  Brains 
And  Art  to  fir  ike  the  White, 

As  you  have  levell'd  right: 

Tet  if  Men  vouch  not  things  Apscbryphal \ 

Tou  bellow,  rave,  andfpatter  round your  Gall. 
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jug,  Pierce,  Peek,  Fly  (n),  and  all 
Tour  J efts  Jo  nominal \ 

Are  things  Jo  far  beneath  an  able  Brain, 

As  they  do  throw  a Stain 
Thro  all  th'  unlikely  Plot , and  do  difpleafe 
As  deep  as  Pericles. 

IVhereyet  there  is  not  laid 
Before  a Chamber-maid  [old 

Difcourfefo  weigh'd  (°)  as  might  havefervd  of 
Foi  Schools, when  they  of  Love  and  Valour  Sol d 

IVhy  Rage  then  ? when  the  Show 
Should  Judgment  be  and  Know—ly) 
ledge , there  are  in  Pluih  who  / corn  to  drudge 
For  Stages,  yet  can  judge 
Not  only  Toets  looj'er  Lines,  but  JVits, 

And  all  their  Verquifits, 

A Gift  as  rich , as  high 
Is  Noble  Poefie : 

Tet  tho  in  fport  it  be  for  Kings  a Play, 
yTis  next  Mechanickr,  when  it  works  for  pay, 

Alcaeus  Lute  had  none , 

Nor  loofe  Anacreon, 

Ere  taught  fo  bold  ajfuming  of  the  Bays , 

IV hen  they  defervd  no  praij'e . 

To  rail  Men  into  Approbation, 

Is  new  to  yours  alone  ; 

And prof  per  s not ; For  know, 

Fame  is  as  coy , as  you 
Can  be  difdainful ; and  who  dares  to  prove 
A rape  on  her,  Jk  all  gather  Jcorn,  not  Love, 

(njThc  Names  of  leveral  Drmtt.VeYfon.  (o)  Nnv 3, 
Sc.  z.  A&  4;Sc.4.  (p)  This  Break  ms  purpofcly  'difigti’d'bj  the 
Pocr,  toapc'thacinB^stljirdS.aaxa. 

Leave 
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Leave  then  this  humour  vairt 7 
And  this  more  humor  bus  Strain , 

Where  Self-conceit , and  C holer  of  the  Blood 
Eclipfe  what  elfe  is  good : 

Then  if  you  pleafe  thole  Raptures  high  to  touchy 
Whereof  you  hoajl  fo  much  ; 

And  hut  forbear  your  Crown , 

TiU  the  World  puts  it  on  : 

No  doubt  from  allyou  may  amazement  draw, 
Since  braver  Theme  no  Phoebus  ever  faw. 

This  Haughty  Humour  of  Mr.  Jobnfon  was 
blam’d,  and  carpt  at  by  others,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Feltham  : amongft  the  reft,  Sir  John  Suckling, 
that  Neat  Facetious  Wit,  arraign’d  him  at  the 
Seffions  of  Poets  (*);  and  had  a fling  at  this  Play 
in  particular  : tho’  we  may  fav, compar’d  to  the 
former,  He  did  only  circum  pracordia  ludere  ; 
laught  at,  and  railly  his  unreafonable  Self-opi- 
nion ; as  you  may  fee  in  the  following  Lines : 
the  firft  Stanza  of which  tho’ already  mention’d 
in  the  Account  of  Heywood \ I crave  my  Readers 
leave  to  repeat,  that  he  may  read  our  Author’s 
Chara&er  entire  : 

The  firft  that  broke  filence  was  good  0/</Ben, 

T repaid before  with  Canary  Wine  ; [Bays, 

And  he  told  them  plainly  that  he  defervd  the 
For  his  were  call'd  Works,  where  others  were 
but  Plays. 

And 

Bid  them  remember  how  he  had purg'd theStage 
Of  Errors  that  had  lajl  many  an  Age : 

(q)  Sack/itfg'sPoscns,  p«  7. 
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